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» “A otrange retribution!" and the 
, acknowledged to herself that It was 

such. She could net fall to see that her 
F fair foe* treated her with a kindness 
» and consideration they would never 
. have shown to her had she been 

happy. Then was kindnew itself, lady 
Cameron gentle and careful in re- 
training from all show of supremacy.
If she had always been thus eonslder- 

, ate, Diana's story might have been 
, very dlftareat; but her heart, world- !

ly and vain as it was. relented when 
. she eaw the young wife's struggle to 
! hide her misery and keep a brave 

face to the world. Bhe was earnestly, 
honestly sorry for her, and, as time 
in passing showed more clearly the 
evil and victors character of Lord 
Clanronald, she grew more and more 
thankful that he had not married her 
daughter.

Lady de Vere had her own theories 
regarding this tll-aasotted union. She 
had a certain compassion for Diana,
hut her vanity and hate distorted 
facts. She could not help admitting 
that Lord Clanronald had many and 
great faults; hut she accounted for 
them by saying that he vas not happi­
ly married, that Diana was not suited 
to him, that, if his marriage had been 
different he would have been a dif­
ferent man. She felt quite confident 
that be drank In order to drown his Hi 
disappointment and that his bad tem- cc 
per wgd owing to drink.

Ie:“He would never have been like 
this if he had married me, mamma;’’ ;,g 
she said one day, "Diana has brought mi 
out all tbs bad points of his char- y* 
after. I liked him well enough once 
to have been willing to take the trou- th| 
hie to hffng out the good ones.”

"Ton had a merciful escape, my ed 
dear." said Lady Cameron, “and you °® 
may be very thankful for it"

But to that Lady de Vera would 
never agree. In her Way she was kind 
to Diana; she could not however, re­
frain now and then from a little satire, 
a little triumph, a shot at the weak­
est part of Diana's armor—she could 
not forbear showing her how well 
and how easily she could manage 
Lord Clanronald.
I Diana well recalled how she had 
resented the coming of these two 
girls to her home, what struggles she 
had had with them, how she had re­
sisted them. And now they were the 
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The anniversary of the birth of 
Lady Cameron was to he celebrated 
on the morrow, and the servants at 
Ferness had good reason to remember 
it, for never had the millionaire made 
such provision for a party. Diana, 
however, took but a languid interest 
in the elaborate preparations, for her 
own affaire more than sufficed to 
absorb all her attention. When she 
awoke this morning, the birds were 
singing outside her window in a per­
fect rapture of delight, flitting from 
bough to bough, calling in sweat, 
shrill notes one to another. She 
listened to them for a few minutes, 
and, wife of a wealthy peer, mistress 
of magnificent estates, heiress of Fer­
ness, and certain of two millions of 
money as she was, she envied them. 
She would have given all that ehe 
possessed to be as free as they., She 
dreaded the morrow with all its gaye- 
tlea, and the more than probable 
humiliations that her husband would 
inflict upon her and her father by bis 
excess and his furious outbursts of 
temper.

It was cruel that Diana, one of the 
proudest of girls, who had never 
known humiliation, who had resented 1 
every word that failed to accord with 1 
her ideas of what was due to her. < 
should now be subjected to almost ' 
every conceivable mortification and 
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in the way at times,” she said, smil­
ingly.

“That is the old Diana, saucy and 
bright!” he declared. "I like to hear 
that You are always so grave now,” 
he continued, sadly—“so terribly 
grave! I long to hear you talk and 
laugh as you used to do. Do you re­
member how you used (o lecture us 
all, Diana?”

"I remember everything that took 
place in the old, happy days,” she an­
swered.

“And you," he said, "will never be 
happy again. Oh, Diana, how is it— 
why Is it? Your face has never been 
like the faee of another girl
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CHAPTER LIT.

Love is proverbially blind; hut it 
must have been blinder than usual in 
the case of one so keen-witted as 
Lady de Vere, who still idealised Lord 
Clanronald, although she knew his 
real character. The Marquis, a tall, 

had but little it al­
ways bad a story in It,”

Juet then Lady Cameron came up to 
them, looking very handsome in rich 
amber satin, with black lace and dia­
monds.

“Diana, will you sing for ns?” she 
asked ; and even she started hack 
when she saw the emotion in her face. 
"What have you been talking about— 
you and Sir Royal—that you both look 
eo sad?”

“About old times,” answered Diana. 
”1 will not sing to-night Lady Cam­
eron; I am tired, and it will be a 
pleasure to hear others.”

But she did not think so when Then 
sat down to the plan», and these ! 
sweet sad words fell on her ears:

pleasant-looking man. 
attraction for his young wife.

That first evening which they pass­
ed together was slightly embarrass* 
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humiliation. was an
idolized wife. Honest Richard Marche 
loved her with his whole heart, and 
was one of the kindest and most in­
dulgent of husbands. Then was a 
stranger to care, and blissful content­
ment shone in her eyes. They were 
thoroughly happy. “A model pair,” 
Lady Cameron called them. The 
Marchioness de Vere was treated with 
the greatest deference and considera­
tion by her husband. He—a model of 
courtly grace—never for one mo­
ment forgot the homage due to his 
wife. Lady de Vere had never even 
heard him raise his voice in ange#. 
It was proud, beautiful Diana, tin 
heiress, who was the neglected wife; 
.it was she who trembled at the sound 
of her husband’s voice or footsteps; 
it was she who was obliged, if sbS 
wished to preserve

A DAINTY BOUDOIR SET.
tog. The Marchioness 
where the light of the great chande­
lier fell full upon her. She knew that 
she had secured the best position in 
which to display her charms, her lily- 
and-rose-like complexion, fresh as a 
young May morning.

With a wave of her plumed fan she 
motioned Lard Clanronald to her aide. 
She chatted with him gayly and free­
ly, watching the while if any trees of 
jealousy came over Diana’s face, flirt­
ing with’him in most coquettish fash­
ion, little dreaming that she was giv­
ing Diana a pleasant and a welcome 
taste of freedom. The Marquis de Vere

whom he
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witnesses of her 
mortification. A retribution indeed!

Lord Clanronald happened to he In 
one of his worst humors on this

"If I am cruel though you are kind,
If I taunt and tease you with pas­

sionate words.
If I feel no faith in the vows that 

bind.
And deem your love a* the birds’.

"Bear with me, and say, ‘Men are oft 
forsworn ;

devoted himself to Thee, 
considered a remarkably sensible 
young woman, although not by any 
means to be compared to her sister.

Sir Royal, looking on, frowned 
heavily when he saw Lord Clanron- 
ald’s undisguised devotion to his old 
love. He went up to Diana and took 
a seat beside her.

“Diana,” he said, in a low voice, “do 
you mind that?"

She understood at once to what he 
referred and smiled.

“No,” she replied-
Royal.’’

“You do not feel grieved or disturb­
ed at seeing your husband flirt with 
Lady de Vere?" he said, vehemently. 

“Not in the least,” she replied.
“Then Heaven help you! You would 

be a happier woman it you did!” he 
declared.

But she calmed himr and would not 
let him say more.

That evening Lady Clanronald felt 
anxious concerning her old friend, for 
his manner was entirely changed from 
that of the Sir Royal of old. He seem­
ed moody and fitful, and at times his 
eyèe flashed fire and his face flushed; 
then the flush faded and the light died 
from bis eyes. He would, too, occa­
sionally grow silent and strange. She 
could see also that his ideas were not 
clear or connected.

“Royal,” she said. “I am sure you

morn-
ing—the day preceding the great event 
i» Ferness. His unfortunate valet 

I Jules, had done something which had 
greatly irritated him, and the only 
person upon whom he could vent His 
wrath was his wife. He was very 
gracious to Lady de Vere, who had 
given him a beautiful white narcissus 
for his coat which she affected to 
have saved for him. He was delighted 
with this attention from his quondam 
lady-love, bat he thought to himself, 
“My wife would not have taken that 
’rouble.”

The party were gathered round the 
table. In the breakfast-room—a pretty 
apartment that opened into a quaint 
and old-fashioned garden, a room that 
seemed to ha all white lace and rose­
buds—but, instead of coming at once 
to the breakfast-table, Diana loitered 
for a few minutes in the garden, and 
gathered some lilies of the valley.

Tfie warm, sunlit air tempted her, 
and she remains^ a few minutes long­
er than she should have done. Then 
remembering suddenly that the break­
fast hour was past, she hastened into 
tha room. Quits unconscious that her 
hgshand was to an angry mood, she 
passed him with a courteous “Oocd- 
morning." Seeing her father looking 
at her with a pleasant sails, she went 
up to him, put her arms lovingly 
round hie nook, and kissed him; then 
shf laid the lilies by the side of his 
Plate.

”1 knew you like lilies pap»,'
•aid- **i bnva brought you these.

“Thanh you, my darling,”
•wared.

Lord Clanronald looked 
fact like a thunder-cloud.

"You would not hs»e ti 
trouble to gather flower! for 
said.

“I did not know that you cared tor 
them," ehe replied, coldly.

“others know that i do.” he said, 
pointing to the white naralasus.

The scene delighted Lady da Vere.
1 u'waye knew that you liked

flower,.” she deelarod^'yeur 'but-
____ ».* --- «---- - I
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eaceptSeâàl merit"X dare not shape it," he replied. 
"It hangs over m* like a cloud. I 
could not put it into words. But never 
mind that, Diana. I long to talk to 
y»o—to speak of you. sot of myself. 
Yes are quite sura* he added, nod- 
ding hie head to the direction of Lord 
Clanronald, “that yon are net an­
noyed r

"Why should I he, deer friend,” she 
asked, with a shrug of her beautiful
shoulder* - ............

“If yon were my wife, Diana.” he 
cried, suddenly, "I should never leave
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