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The Premier’s
Resignation.

We understand . that the
Premier, Sir Edward Mor-
ris, has resigned his lead-
ership and seat in the

ernor will call upon the Acting Prem-
ier, Dr. Lloyd, to form a new ministry.
The intelligence will come as a sur-
prise’ to few. On the Premier’s part
his action is merely the logical con-
¢lusion of the events of the past year,
of whith he himself did so much to
shape the course. For long he has as-
sumed little share and evinced little
interest in the work of government,
absenting himself from the Colony for
long periods on one pretext and an-
other. Having adroitly shifted the
great burden and responsibility of the
war from the shoulders of the Gov-
ernment, where it properly belonged,
to those of private individuals, he di-
vested himself of the duty of lcader-
ship which was really his and con-
tented himself with that incident of
it which consisted in stepping into the
limelight whenever it reflected some-
thing of honour and credit upon him-
self. In the multifarious and extreme-
ly difficult war work of the country
he has had almost no practical part. Po-
Jitical necessity called him to St. John’s
last spring, a general election being, in
the normal course of things, imminent.
Knowing that he could no longer com-
mand a majority in the House, he suc-
ceeded in negotiating the coalition of
parties which has been self-dubbed a
National Government, and in postpon-
ing the election. How far the aims
and achievments of this conglomera-
tion have been national in effect and
character, the nation itself has suf-
ficiently seen. Thereafter the Prem-
ier's resignation became a matter of
time only. He has tendered it now be-
cause, 'to express it colloquially, the
game of politics has ceased to be a
winning one for him. That his action
is the part of wisdom, in a personal
regard, none will deny, but we could |
wish that the country had been spared
the humiliation of the manner in
which he has performed it. There is
no need for us to conjecture the popu-
lar verdict upon one who, invested
with the highest responsibility and
trust, evades the duties which it invol-
ves by the simple process of running
away from them, and finally lays it
down without having the courage, in
so doing, even to face those who re-
posed it in him.

Whether or not Dr. Lloyd will wish
or, find it possible to form a ministry
we do not know. Having regard to
the material at his disposal, we are
naturally doubtful. The question is
only of temporary importance, since
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now can have but & short existence.
It is becoming increagingly plain that

tive necessity which cannot be indefin-
itely postponéd. - We can say confi-
dently that when the country knows,
as it soon will know, what has been

{ going' on behind Government doors

within the past twelve months, it will
-refuse to sec returned to office a
single one of the men who have been
a‘party to it or in any way associated
with it. These are general: observa-
tions which apply to the future and
concern matters’ which will be dealt
with at the proper time and in the
pi'oper place. There are others more
particular which concern the present.
It is disclosing no secret to ssy that
open, if not public, accusations of a
most serious nature have latcly been
made against certain ministers of the
Crown. Evidence which would seem
to constitute a prima facie justification
of the charges is the property of
many. To date nothing of importance
has been done in the. matter, It
is - time something was. It is
the clear duty of the Government to
see that these ministers are cither
cxonerated or summarily dismissed
and otherwise decalt with as the case
demands. It is a matter for the fullest
public and judical investigation. There
has been enough whispering, hinting
and hole-and-corner procedure. In
the présent connection, we insist that
inclusion of any of these ministers in
the cabinet or in any other department
of the Government that must now -be
formed will be highly improper and
an outrage which the country will not
tolerate, unless and until the accusa-
tions in question are proved io be un-
founded.

There never was a more critical
period in the history of this country
than the present. We may quote Arch-
bishop Roche’s words, as we quoted
them once before, “Newfoundland now
requires the best administrative ability
the Colony possesses.” If Newfound-
land is to obtain that ability, it must
first become awake to the need. At
present it is sound asleep. The very
first thing it must realise is that it
must look for a leader, and the men
for him to have behind him, al:ogether
cutside the hot-bed of 'political cor-
ruption, selfishness and ‘incompetence
that passes for its present Govern-
ment.

The Matter of Menus

The criticism that has
already been excited by
the W.P.A, menu pub-
lished to-day is -a good
illustration of the manner in which
peaple can go out of their way to mis-
understand things. In the first place,
direct or indirect reflections upon the
ladies who have gone to so much
trouble to prepare them are an im-
pertinence in both senses of the word.
If the critics would endeavour to as-
sist for once, instead of decrying
every attempt to tackle a very diffi-
cult problem, there might be more ac-
complished. In the second place, we
think those responsible made a mis-
take in giving a “New Year” menu to

any government that may be formed

start with. It may not be plain to

We are showing

HFEHOR

( ’\. 11‘\ ",
QLN

g
Q

Silverware

for Xmas Trade

a nice assortment of

& Carvers.

D

4

7,
AN

.

Q

$

\:’\/\/
PRV

’,
RS

4

D

4

(R K

DG
Q

e

7

D
”

Re

¢

D
”

v
Q

Marmalade Dishes
Cream & Sugar Dishes
Cake Baskets
Sugar Spoons
Pepper and Salts
Napkin Rings
Epernes.
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Pie Servers
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Breakfast Cruets, Etc.

‘On 'the above goods we are giving a
Dmccnnt of 10 per cent. for Xmas Week
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Sugar Basins
Teapots
Coffee Pots
Pickle Forks
Salvers
Butter Dishes
Pickle Jars
Butter Knives
Fruit Knives
Biscuit Jars

Shaving Sets
" Ra’ z"ors
Needle Cases, Etc.
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a national housecleanipg is an impera-|

i But don’t forget to have ‘your
|suit or overcoat Cleaned and

1as it is going to be very DRY
clothes. Phone 574 or send to

|next, Januar the 3rd. The pro-

.many at first sight that 4t is-an ex-
ceptional one, and not intended for
an everyday precedent. .Even so, it
is ‘mot obligatory, and if any . cannot

need not do so. But the -essence of
the mlsunderstanding which we
would like to remove is that contain-
ed in Mr. Dempster’'s letter, which we
publish. We quite agree with him
that the “rich” ought to cut out their
“dinner parties and atternoon teas,”
but by suggesting that the first duty
falls upon those whom he has in mind

point of the situation. Economy in
general is always advisable, but it is
not the object of this particular move-
ment. The real object is the conser-
vation of certain specific fodtstuffs,
involving, secondarily, substitution of
others. Those foodstuffs are, to take
the two easily most important, flour
and meat. Now, taking the
country as a whole, it seems
plain to us that if we
reduce ‘the consumption of these
two foods to a minimum, we shall
have to replace them by others which
are on the whole more expensive, 80
that no ecenomy in price will be
achieved but the reverse. But this
increased price the country as a whole
ought to be able to afford. It is not
in any way a question of rich and
poor, but if it is made so, we are com-
pelled to say that far the greater duty
lies 'on the poor, and not the rich. For
to thousands of our poorer people
these - very. foods constitute = almost
their sole dietary. How much of the
total flour and meat supply of this
country is consumed in the “dinner
parties and afternoon teas” of the
rich? An infinitesimal portion. Let
them be cut out by all “means, but
very little will be gained by it. The
essence of the whole matter is this,
We have not got to save money, but
to save flour and meat. If we do not
do so, the whole country will go short,
desperately short, by next spring.
Consequently, ‘those persons = who
should pay . most heed to the
warning are those who use
the greatest proportions of
those commodities, and they are not
the “idle rich.” The most unintelli-
gent criticism of to-day's  menu i8
that which calls it a selfish one de-
signed for the well-to-do alone. If
that be.so, and if only the well-to-do
can follow it, it is plain that, in doing
so, they are saving the vital meat and
flour for their less fortunate breth-
ren, since the menu contains none.

AT HOME!!

His Grace the Archbishop will
be “At Home” on New Year’s
Day from 12 to 1 p.m. and from
3 to 5 p.m.

J.'J. McDERMOTT, V.G.,

Palace. Administrator.
dec29,2i

Here and There.

ZYLEX will cure those spray-
ed hands. At McMURDO’S, 50c¢,

PERSONAL., — Mrs. (Rev.) W. H.
Pike leaves by the express to-morrow
for her home in Alberta, having spent
the past three months visiting  her
father William White, Esq., of the
Southside.

Bishop Spencer College will re-
open on: Monday, Jan. T7th, at
9.15.—dec29,jan5

FROST WELCOMED.—The present
spurt of frost is being wglcomed by
the lumbermen as it will freeze over
the marshes and lakes, thus making
it- convenient to get up the country
to the timber belts.

A Great Comedy, “The Sud-
den Arrival,” Canon Wood Hall,
New Year’s Night. Secure your
tickets at once at Gray & Good-
land’s.—dec29,1i

SNOW SCARCE.—We learn from
passengers who arrived from Bell Is-
land this morning that there is prac-
tically no snow on - the Island. The
same conditions prevail at Portugal
Cove while there is a splendid sleigh
path leading to the 'city. Cabmen
from the Cove find it more conveni-
ent to use wheels.

Forget the Eight Ounces, it’s
only throwing your money away.

Pressed for the holiday season,
weather, and  you .n

SPURRELL the Tailor, 365
Water St ~—decl9, eod tf

Under the ausplces of the
Cochrane Mission Cirele a Var-
jety Entertainment will be given
in the Lecture Room of Cochrane
Street Church on Thursday

afford to follow it in its entirety theyi

we think he misses the whole [vital

“From

STAR THEATRE

the

_IN AID OF HALIFAX DISASTER FUND

T0-MORROW, SUNDAY, AFTERNOON at 2.15. T0-MORROW NIGHT, at 7.15.
Grand Sacred Picture Show, 6000 feet of Films.

anger to the Cross.

A grand sacred subject depicting the hfe of our Saviour during His life on earth. A grand Sacred Mu-
sical Programme will be given during the show by some of our most talented artists under the direction of

Mr F. J King. Admission—Afternoon; 30¢.; Night, 50c.
PSS S S e e S e
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Would not you be interested to know there is a LAXATIVE
FOOD “LES FRUITS?” perfect in its results, and composed only
of Arabian FRUITS AND LEAVES, DEVOID of all DRUGS and

It is most attractive to the taste;
really a confection; guaranteed
under SERIAL No, 59062 OF THE
PURE FOOD LAWS, and endorsed
by prominent physicians and ldy-
men.

Equally EFFICACIOUS and
HARMLESS to child or adult.
NATURE'S ANSWER to the com-
plex question of CONSTIPATION
and SLUGGISHNESS OF THE IN-

“Its Consumer Is Its Reference.”
Seventy Cents the Half Pound.

ELLIS & CO,, Lid,, 2555

DISTRIBUTAORS.

Police Court.
(Before Judge Morris.)

Theé captain of a Spanish vessel in
port was charged" with (1) importing
and (2) sel};gg intoxicating liquor in
St. Johh’s. A number ‘*of witnesses,
members of flé erew of the vessel
and all Spamiards,} were examined up
to 1 p.m. when an adjournment was
taken until this afternoon.

An incorrigible boy, who was tak-
en off the street by the police last
night for safekeeping appeared before
the bar. . It. appears that he threaten-
ed. to shoot his miother ‘with a pistol
he pointed at her and ran away when
she screamed. He will be dealt with
this afternoon.

McMurdo’s Store News

SATURDAY, Dec. 29, 1917.

We have just opened :a new con-
signment of the famous D.D.D. Pre-
scriptions which has given such re-
markable results in eczema, psoriasis,
barbers itch, and skin diseases of the
kind. Some cases of long standing
have béen eured by its use, while in
practically every case it gives relief
more or less complete. Price $1.30 a
bottle.

Enquirers of Orchard White while
we were out of stock of this well
known lotlon, will m)w Sw. find us fully
stocked witli'.ghe

Casu"'alty List.

(Received Dec. 29, 1917.)
Admitted Wandsworts.
1438—C.S.M. “Thomas J. Dunphy,
D.C.M., 31 Cochrane Streeti Gun-
shot wounds left shoulder anfl chest.
(Previously reported gunshot wound
upper extremities, Rouen, Nov. 23rd.)
3285—L. Corp. Arthur N, Burgess,

St. John’s. Debility. ]
R. A. SQU!’RES
(‘olomﬂ Secretary.

Reii’s Boats.

The Argyle nrrlved at Placentia at
6.30 p.m. yesterday. ¥

The Clyde: left Herring Neck early
yesterd’ay morning, outward.

The Dundee ieft Bonavista at 12.30
a.m. to—duy A

The Ethie left Curling at 6 p.m. yes-
terday, outward.

The Glencoe left Hermitage Cove at
H aJm.” to-day

The Home left Nlppers Harbor ear-
ly, this morning, outward.

The Wren left Heart's Content at
5.30 p.m. yesterday, outward.

include
‘the latest

' Thursday's Outgoing express - ar-

rived at Port aux.] l!wme- nt 715 pm.
yesterday.

lﬂw Wh‘t{m is dne at 3.30

Here and There.

WEATHER REPORT.—The weath-

Brand.
Onions.

cots, etc.

RAISINS, PRUNES,
Lowest Prices.

EDWIN MURRAY. 4

FOR YOUR XMAS CAKES & PUDI)INGS

FRESH EGGS—Newly packed

The favourite Lion

VEGETABLES—Parsnips, Beets, Turnips, Potatoes,
FRUITS IN SYRUP—Cherries, Pears, Peaches, Apri-

CREAM CHEESE.

A

E are still
showing a
splendid se-

lection of : :)
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|

er across .country is calm and fine, |

temperature zero to 22 aboyve.

When you want Sausages,!
tv;vhy—get ELLIS’; they’re the
est

PERSONAL.—Miss Mollie Rodmond
left on ' this morning’s . train for
Heart's Content on a 'visit to her aunt
Mrs. R. T. Tobin.

SMALLPOX.—Another new case. of
smallpox was reported last evening
to the Health authorities from a
house in Holdsworth Street. The pa- |
tient, a 12-year-old girl, has been re- |
moved to hospital.

GRAND CONCERT, under the |
patronage of His Grace the
Archbishop, in aid of the Pres-
entation Convent Association,
will be held in the Aula Maxima,
St. Bonaventure’s College, on
Thursday next, January 3rd.
Particulars later—dec29,1i

C.M.B.C.—The Clagss will meet to-
morrow afternoon in the Synod Build-
ing at 3 o’clock. The address will be
given by the Chairman and the sub-
ject is: “Jerusalem”. As to-morrow is
the day set apart for déaling with the
food question as it affects us, reference
will also be made to this important

No scarcity at
Maunder’s.

to remind our cus-
tomers these goods
‘are selling rapid-
ly, and cannot be

'replaced at the

same price.

However,webeg’

John Maunder,
Tailor and Clothier SL .lohn s, Nt

subject in order that the greatest pos- |

sible help may be given by those at
Lome to the men who are fighting for:
us at the front.

DIED.

On the 28th inst., after a short ill-
ness, William Kenneéy (cooper), aged
76 years, leaving a wife, two sons and
one adopted daughter to mourn their
loss; funeral on Sunday, at 2.30 p.m,
from his late residence, 39 Hamilton
Street.

This afternoon, at Rher . residence,
54 Victoria Street, Sarah, relict of
the late: Edward  Keough, aged T3
years, leaving one son, one deughter
and one sister residing in ‘Boston.
Funeral notice later.

Anthracite

Now Landing

We have on hand a large assortment of

Ladies’& Misses’ Qoats

including Sealettes,. Plushes and Cloths, all latest
styles, which we are offering

At Greatly Reduced Prices.

We are also offering a special inducement in a lot
of Ladies’ Coats which we have just received by ex-
press from_'New_ York. These Coats atre rekuiﬁr‘ $18.50
value. We now offer them for $11.75.

The OUTLET SUPPLY IIOUSE.‘

192 DUCKWORTH STREET. i®
(OPP. T. & M. Winter"g_) : A v‘xx

BODY ARRIVES.—The remains of
the late John Costello, of Conception
Hr., who died at Philadélphia, U.S.A.,
recently, reached the city by boat yes-
terday and were sent to his late
home by to-day’s train. Deceased who
wu only 21 years of age left here two-
ye;u-s ago for the U.S. and has since

'heg‘n _:emnlpyed as a_ construction iron

ol 5
worker. And whlle nt work caught a
severe cold which quickly developed
into pneumonia. and after five days’

‘illness: passed Away. . He.was a son
of Mr. J‘Ameﬁ dbstello, of Conception
Hr. The reilﬂnu ‘were accompanied
by Q;.‘"!".‘.’!'PE?%’,M&: young man named
&ohnﬁxeaunthﬂlgﬂe same place,

10.(
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