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CHAPTER XLIV

“But, Stella, dearest!” she
mered, as a sense of Stella’s equiv-
ocal "position flashed upon her, “ycu
were with him alone on the island.
It is quite evident that he is madly
in love with you, and that you— For-
give me, dear, if I speak plainly, but,”

stam-

- she laughed softly, ‘“everyone can sec

that you are just dying of love for
each other, and that there is no ques-
tion— And what is there to prevent
it? I think you must be very rich—
you are a Ratton. I’'m not sure that
we shall not have to call you Lady
Stella—and there can be no - doubt
that he is the real Earl of Ratton, and
master of the Hall. There couldn’t be
a more suitable match. Besides,” she
laughed- softly again and put her arm
round Stella, “it is almost as if you
were married already; why, you nei-
ther of you could marry anyone else.
It is most splendid!”

She meant well, her words were
prompted by the truest friendship and
affection; but in speaking thus plain-
ly, she had not allowed for thet
maidenly pride which was one of
Stella’s chief characteristics; and the
effect of her speech upon Stella simp-
1y appalled her; for Stella’s face went
pale, and, withdrawing herself from
Cecilia’s arms, she stood at a little
distance, looking straight before her,
as if she were realizing the full sig-
nificance of her friend’s words.

“You think that—that he is bound
to marry me?” she said at last, very
slowly. “That because we were to-
gether on the island, the world will
think that it is his duty to do so? No,
no; don’t speak! I know what you
said; I can see by your face what you
think—that he is bound to me—that
he is not free to chooge—that the
world will think—”

She flung up her hands before he:r
suddenly .hot face and stood -as- if
overwhelmed with shame.

Cecilia was silent and aghast at
what she had done.

“Oh, forgive me—forgive me, Stel-
la!” she exclaimed. “I never meant—"

Stella held out both hands to her
with a smile full of tenderness.

“There is nothing to forgive,” she
said. “You have told me the truth;
and is it not better that I should hear
it from you, who love me, than from
others? I must think over what you
have said. Rath is a great man now;
he must be free to take his own way
in life, to choose—to choose—” She
nearly broke down, but mastered her
emotion‘ with a great effort. “How
selfish I am to think of anything b\}t
his escape from the peril in which he
was placed, and the good fortune
which has come to him! I think i
will lie down, for I feel suddenly
tired. I will come down presently.
Thank Lord Lisle for me for all his
goodness to me and his kindness to
Rath. - I won't attempt to thank you
—why should I? You know how
grateful I-am, how my heart—yes, I
will He down—and rest.”

Cecilia was almost in tears; but she
kissed Stella and left her without a
word.

Meanwhile, Rath had been taken
home to Bryan Court, where, it is
needless to say, he was at once sur-
rounded by hero-worshippers of the
most pronounced type. Lady Bryan
regarded him as the man who had

saved Edward’s life and given him a
' fortune, and Sir Gilbert was full of
‘admiration for the heroic qualitics
“and patrician bearing of this young

man who had spent the whole of his

‘life in an island solitude.

“In scriptural language, they set
od before him and tended on him
if he had eome through some 'ter-
e danger, some fight against over-
elming odds—as indeed - he ' had.

vard could scarcely keep his hand
Rﬂhl shoulder,

1 yim as if he were afraid that
);_;ht be snatched from his side

:nd the younger members ot

i |1awyer: the traditions of my profes-

The Hundred Ways
" Which Don't
End Corns

Perhaps you say—"I've tried
and tried, but found nothing that
ends a corn.”

You might keep trying for
years, Madam. There are a hun-
dred ways which don’t. Most of
them are very much alike.

But remember this:

There*is one way which has
removed 70 million corns. It is
now removing half the corns that
grow.

It’s a plaster which contains a
bit of wondrous wax. It ends the
corn pain in a jiffy. It ends the.
corn itself in two days. It gently
loosens the corn until it comes out
without any pain or soreness.

Whenyoumerely pare corns—

‘When you use some folderol—

Bear thisin mind. There are
folks all around you—users of
Blte-jay—who never suffer corns.
You are wronging yourself when
you fail to do what they do.

Blue-jay

Plasters

15 and 25 cents—at Druggists
Samples Mailed Free

Bauer & Black, Chicago and New York
Makers of Physicians’ Supplies

knee; and she nestled against him,
simply “blown out with pride,” as one
of her brothers candidly informed her
afterwards.

“Of course you will stay here,
Rath,” said Sir Gilbert, who ' had
caught the “Rath” from Edward, and,
indeed, would have found it difficult at
present to call him “Ratton.” “You
will make this, Edward’s home, your
affairs are
that

home, until—until your
settled.
wretohed, unfortunate man.”

Rath looked up and nodded. Then
he looked round shyly, and, with a
boyish blush, asked in a low voice:

“Where is Stella?”

“The Lisles took her home,” sail
Edward. “We thought it better that
she should rest.”

“Yes,” assented Rath, quietly, and
as if he understood. “I will go to her
presently. She will want me,” he ad-
ded, with a simplicity which touched
Lady Bryan.

While they were talking, Mr. Bul-
pit was announced. After
the Bryans he went up to Edward and
held out a hand.

We won’t speak of

greeting

“I must beg your pardon for troub-
ling you so soon, Lord Ratton”—they
all started at the “Lord Ratton”—
“but I am sorry to say it is necessary.
The suddenness with which the truth
has been flashed upon us, the terrible
discovery that the criminal is in
possession of your title and estates,
the fact that he is my client—and,
though I would give ten years of my
life to range myself on this gentle-
man’s side, 'I cannot do s0. I am a

and hovered :

| & quiet hour in his own room,
| with the inherent nobility - of his

L

sion—" He paused for a moment,
then went on grimly: “I may or may
not be convinced of the justneﬂa of
your claims but I have come to tell
you that while my client, the present

fending its possession, I shall ﬂgly:
against you. I ‘shall defend him at
the Criminal Court to the best of my
poor ability as 1 should defend the
poorest and humblest of my clients,
and I shall, on his behalf, contest
iour claim.” The old man’s voice
was broken with emotion, as he con-
tinued: “But—but, in spite of thiz
attitude which, as a lawyer, I am
compelled to adopt, I will be glad it
you will permit me to shake hands
with you and to express my sympath:-
with you. If my client, the present
holder of the title, be acquitted of the
crime of which he is charged, he ma)
succeed in keeping you out of the es-
tates and title for years; and I havc
to beg that when you think of me, you
will regard me a8 a lawyer who is en
deavoring to do his duty according tou
the lights which guide the professio:
to which he has the honor to belong.”

It is needless to say that half .of
this was Greek to Rath, but he un
derstood the purport of the whole,
and holding his hand to the old mar
said:

“That’s all right. I think I under-
stand. You stand by a man when ht
is down;as you stood by me jus’
Isn’t that so?”

“That is it, exactly,” assented Mi
Bulpit, huskily, as, with anothe:
shake of the hand, he left the room.

“Poor Bulpit, I am sorry for him,”
said Edward. “You can see that h-
believes, that he is convinced of thc
justness of your claim, of the guilt
of that wretched man; but he is the
best type of an honourable lawyer,
and he’ll stand by Ratton—I beg your
pardon, Rath—he’ll stand by s
client to the last.”

now.

Of course there was a great deal of
rapid and excited talk. The life on
the island; the discovery of the gold;
the murder; Rath’s strange and ex-
alted position were all discussed; but
Rath listened rather than talked; anid
presently he grew restless and ab-
sent-minded, and suddenly he said:

“I will go to Stella now. She wiil
be expecting me.”

Edward nodded.

“I’ll drive you over,” he said.

It was only natural that he should
be compelled to suppress a sigh when
he spoke. For the happiness which
awaited Rath contrasted
with his, Edward’s unhappiness.

strongly

Rath was going to the girl he loved,
the girl who loved him; but Edward
could not go to.Mary, though his heart
was full of her. What must she be
suffering at this moment! The man
she had promised to marry was ac-
cused of a cruel and cowardly mur-
der, was in danger of losing his title
and estates, was, as Edward thought,
lying in Ratton gaol.

Edward would have given .all the
wealth he possessed to have been
able to go to her and comfort her;
ves, though he could not have permit-
ted himself to have spoken a word of
love. To have taken her hand, to
have whispered, “Mary, whatever
happens, I am still your friend, trust
to me, lean on me,” would have been
some consolation in his present con-
dition; but he knew that he could not
go to her, Like a true friend, he put
self behind him as he drove Rath to
the Abbey, and talked of nothing but
Rath’s ‘affairs.

But Rath listened absently to the
references to his new and enviable
position. To him it did not seem of
any consequence whether he remain-
ed simply “a Rath Rayne” of the is-
land, or became “Earl of Ratton,” and
master of Ratton Hall. All his
thoughts were of Stella, and as they
approached the Abbey, he was pos-
sessed by a feverish impatience whicn
rendered him deaf to every word Ed-
ward said.

‘When they reached the house, Lisle
came forward to meet them, and
grasped Rath’s hand. Lisle had spent
and,

class, had schooled himself to meet

" | this lover of the girl he himself lov-

triendiiness in wm ‘hé greeted Rath.
“You want to m Miss Mordaunt- -

V‘Ibuherpardon Miss Ratton, or is; *0d

#h‘ymrhomw.mnt

holder . of the title, is capahle of de-|.

ed; and there ‘Was no reserve in the 7

the arbour.” He laid . his hand on
Rath’s shoulder.’ "You will want t2
g0 to them at once. Come into the
house when you have seen them; my
‘sister, all of us, want to tell you how
»;lid we are, how we sympathize—""
Rath, with a nod, strode away to-
wards the arbour.

At his approach, Cecilia, who had
been sitting in the sheltered summer-
house with Stella—and almost in si-
lence—rose, and, with a murmured
word, made her escape by a side
path: Stella sat, her heart beating
fast, the colour coimng and going in
her face.' Every step of his -echoed
in her heart, and-in the few seconds
which intervened before he stood be-
fore her, all her life on the island
passed across her brain.

He paused for a moment at the
tran’ce, then came in, his arms
tended, and with her name on
lips.

But Stella remained
eyes downcast, her face pale.

“Stella!” he cried, not loudly, but
with all his love in his veice. “I have
come.” :

" “How do you do, Lord Ratton?”’ she
said.-

He stared at her;, his hands fell t»
his sides, and he looked at her witnh
amazed, bewildered eyes.

“Stella,” _he said, reproachfully,
“are you not glad to see me?’—for
the change in- her -manner, .the white
face, and tightly set lips, daunted
him. “What is the matter?”

“Nothing,” she said, with unnatural
calm; though her heart was beating
wildly. “I am glad you have come. I
wanted to tell you—to congratulate
you. You are the Earl of Ratton—I
—I am—all your friends are so glad.”

He looked at her in amazement.

“The Earl of Ratton? Am I? They
say . so. I don’t understand—yet.
What does it matter? Nothing mat-
ters but that you and I are together
again. Think of it, Stella! Together!
never to part any more—never!”

She could scarcely breathe; the
longing to cast herself upon his
breast, to feel-his arms round her,
nearly thrust maidenly pride itself
from its place.

“Y-es,” she faltered. “But—but I
am going away. I have just becn
telling Lady Cecilia that—that I—I
want to"go away; that—"

“Very well,” he said,
“we’ll go anywhere you like.

seated,

cheerfully;
Stella!”
idea—-

Yes,

—as if smitten by a sudden
“let us go back to the island!
that’s what we’ll do!”

She caught her breath and tried to
smile; but it was a wavering, uncer-
tain smile; for oh! how she longed
to be there with him alone!

Alone!

“You—you can scarcely do that.
You are a' great man mow, Rath—a
very great man, here in England, and
you will have to stay and—and—"

“Shall we?” he said, with "a short
laugh. “Who says so? I don’t think
I care much for England. I like the
island best—that is, when you are
there.”

“But I shall ‘not be there,” she fal-
tered. “I shall be here.”

“Then I won’t go,” he said, simply.
“T’ll stay here with you, of course.
How pale you look! Different to
what you did on the island. Better
let us go back there, Stella. We—we
were happy there!”

At this, poor Stella’s breath failed
her for a moment.

(To, be Continued.)

Salvia Hair Tonic Makes The
‘Hair Beautiful.

“That dandruff is caused by germs
is accepted by every -sensible per-
son.  Dandruff is the root of all hair
evils.

SALVIA will kill the dandruff germs
snd remove dandruff in ten days, or
money back.

It will stop itching scalp, falling
hair, and make the hair thlck and

‘abundant. It prevents hair from

turning snv. Mdn life and lustre.

~SALVIA is a hair dreesing that ha=
become the uwrlto with women of
taste and culture, who know the social
value of beautiful hair. Only 50c. at

Fashion Plales

. The Home Dressmaker should keep
a Catalogue Scrap Book of our Pat-
tern Cuts. These will be found very
useful to refer to from time to time.

1322,—A PRETTY DRESS FOR MO-
THER’S GIRL.

Girl’s Dress, with- or without Yoke
Trimming, and Peplum, and with
Sleeve in either of Two Lengths.

This attractive style is very well
suited to combinations of materials.
As here shown dotted crepe, and plain
crepe in a pretty shade of rose and
white are combined. The dress has
many good points, and may be made
in several styles. With or without
the peplum, and with long or short
sleeves, and also with or without the
yoke trimming. In batiste and em-
broidery this style will be nice, and
for general wear, gingham, lawn,
galatea, voile and poplin, seersucker
and percale is very desirable. The
Pattern is cut in 4 Sizes: 6, 8, 10 and
12 years. It requires 33 yards of 44
inch material for a 12 year size.

A pattern of this illustration mail-
ed to any address on receipt of 10c.
in silver or stamps.

1305—A PRETTY
DANCING, OR
'EAR.

FROCK FOR
GRADUATION

Dress for Misses and Small Women
(with Body Lining, with Long or
Short Sleeve, and with Raised or
Normal Waistline,)

Light blue silk grenadine was used
for this design. The shirrings are
corded, and the added trimming at the
neck is of soft.dotted chiffon, This,
model is youthful and especially be-
coming, to slight girlish figurés. The
skirt may be finished without the
heading. The sleeve, in wrist or el-
bow length, is stylish and attractive.
The waist fulness is arranged on a
body lining. The Pattern is cut in 4
Sizes: 14, 16, 17 and 18 years. It
requires 5 yards of 36 inch material
for a 14 year size.

A pattern of this illustration mailed
to any address on receipt of 10c. in
silver or stamps.

B& o5 o e v
O e T
Addrens In fll"'l-—

Name ..

s @5 e6 4 se v ss s e G

N B. —Be sure to cut out the {llus
tration and send with the coupon,
carefully -filled out The pattern cap

‘| not reach you in less than 15 days

Price 10c. each, in cash; postal note
or stamps. Mdm"ml"

3 tex'n Demtrtmont.

tound an exoel!ent

2 dmfoi- ui-ntnhed woodwork. To
,?omm this, pour mter on used tea-

INTFRESTING to LADIES

Ladies’
Shower Goats

We have sold a large
number of these this sea-
son, as we have the stock
and our prices are the low-
est. But present prices can-
not be repeated.

FAGE
POWDER,

Limited quantity, only

25¢. box.

This lot is part of a

Ladies’
Costumes,

in smart Tweed effects and
Black and Navy Serges.

Values Very Special

and cannot be repeated.

Ladies’
Colored Cotton

Overalls and
House Dresses,

Splendid values.
these.

Overalls, at $100

each.

Dresses, at $LID

each.

You need

Bankrupt Stock and retail-
ed in New York at 50 ects.

per box.

Henry Blair

§

really handsome Pendants and

Necklets set with gems and
real pearls. They appeal at once to
the tasteful buyer. We have put the
prices at the lowest possible figure.

Engagement
and Wedding
Rings !

As usual we lead when it comes to selecting a Ring.
We have them in single stone, three and five stone
Diamond, also a very large and varied assortment of
other gems. :

After the engagement comes the wedding.

We are proud of our Rings and when you need the
Ring of Rings call on us and see how easily we can
suit you.

wE are showing just now some

We have just
received a ship-
ment of Crown
Watch Bracelets
— Gold filled
with good move-
ments and mod-
erate in price.
We strongly re-
commend them.

When in need of any article of Jewellery see the Re-
liable Jewellers stock first. We lead.

7. J. DULEY & CO.

Your

F
will test the endus:
here. Any clothes
in a show window

Dur

retains its shaj

after hard service

Come in and try

J.eJ.

; : il.adles’ an
153 Water St

eod,tf
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Oranges, Bananas, etc.

To arrive ex S. S. Stephano Thursday.
60 bunches CHOICE BANANAS.
100 eases CALIFORNIA ORANGES—AIl counts.
70 cases TEXAS ONIONS—50’s; 30 bris. TURNIPS.
20 bris. NEW POTATOES; 60 brls, CABBAGE (If sound enough to come
forward). Also in stock P. E. I. BLUE POTATOES.
PRICES RIGHT.

BURT & LAWRENCE,

Box 245. 14 New Gower Street.

Ineficient eyesight means im-
sflicient work and
INEFFICIENT ru. ’

Don’t allow defective visiem te
interfere with your work amd
pay. BGee te it mew

Eye Speclalist

0. K.
Pickies.

GOLIN GCAMPBELL.

Being in close touc
can quote the finest wi
POUND REMNANTS a
FLEECE LINED UND
CARPETS, etc.

Before placing your
ciate an opportunity to ¢

SOLE AGENT for
manufacture).
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