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The Budget Speech.

Mr. Mathieson Leader of
the Opposition, on Thursday
afternoon resumed his speech
on the budget. Referring to
the refusal of the Government
to furnish information due the
public, he pointed out how
every member on the Gov-
ernment side of the House
voted against  granting
power to the Public accounts,
or anyother committee, to ex-
amine witnesses under oath.
Whenever the Government
are driven to a corner regard-
ing their arbitrary and ty-
rannical conduct on this and
other matters of the greatest
public importance, they take
refuge behind the plea that
we have not had this practice
in times past. Do the Gov-
ernment think that the
methods of a hundred years
ago are good enough for us
now? Do they confess them-
selves, so reactionary and un=
progressive as to be incapable
of inaugurating anythingnew ?
Their organ is fond of telling
us about the progressive
methods of the Government.
Is this a fair sample of them?

Mr. Mathieson next called
attention to the reckless
manner in which the peoples
money is spent by the Public
Works department. There
was, for instance, the Vernon
River Bridge where over
$2,000 of public money were
actually wasted. Everything
in connection with the con
tract was slighted ; the work
was allowed to be done under
the supervision of an in-
spector who knew nothing
about the Business for which
he was hired. The Premier
was fond of referring to the
Government’s permanent pub-
lic works. ~Our huge public
debt isthe only permanent
achievement of the present
Government. The Premier,
after being out over $47,000
in his estimates of revenue
and receipts last year; es-
timates a deficit of $23,000 in
the current year's transactions.
If he comes as near being
correct this year as he was
last year, the deficit will four
times as large ashe now an-
ticipates. Mr. Mathieson
pointed out the following as
some of the permanent public
works for which the Province
was burdened with debt:
Concrete culverts, which have
become, in many instances,
the homes of wandering dogs;
road machines whioh rust in
heaps here and there, and
should be carted to the junk
store ; rights of way, that
have never been opened.
These are the valuable addi-
tions to the capital of our
Province, for which our credit
is pledged.  Surely this
manner of ' conducting our
public affairs 1s aothing ~ less
than trifling with the people;
insulting the ' intelligence of
those who have to pay the
taxes.

Resuming the budget de
bate on Thursday 11th. Mr.
Mathieson called attention to
the Liberal organs pliability
andobsequiousness. Itmatter-
ed not what tune the Premier
played ; it mattered not how
contradictory his statements,
one time with another, the
Patriot was fulsome in its ap-
proval and its praise. Last
year, the Premier delivered
a budget speech almost en-
tirely made up of ancient
political history, as far back
as 1878, and the Patriot pro-
nounced it a masterpiece.
This year the Premier said
he was not dealing in -ancient

Premier’s

ous and
Government, he is

organ,

speech was one
of the greatest ever delivered
in this Province. So
it is ; no matter how ridicul-
contradictory
utterance of the Leader of the
sure of
fulsome praise from the party
Mr Mathieson point-

there

the

tical policy of making revenue
and expenditure meet; but in
practice their policy has been to
go head-long into debt. Now the
Premier openly proclaims a con-
tinuance of this policy ; it is the
policy of the Government, the
Premier proclaims, to sell deben-
tures to cover the cost of so-called
public works. What public work

ed out that Mr Haszard did
not know very much concern-
ing what he was talking about
when he asserted that the

can be called permanent ? The pol-
icy of the Conservatives, said Mr.
Mathieson, was to make revenue

undertaken by the Government

dollar debt
“Red book.”
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the official

ment came about

charging

in

statement as to our million
in the
No, no, this
very awkward and depressing
statement about the unfortun-
ate condition of our Provincial
finances was to be found in
blue book. Mr.
Mathieson then proceeded to
demonstrate how our
and liabilities are made up.
When the change of Govern-

1891

Messrs. Chalmers and Davi-
son adopted the plan
up against
Province whatever constitut-
ed a liability at that date.
this way they set down our

debt

of
the

In

and expenditure meet; they do
not mean to go in debt.

The Premier last year esti-
mated the expenditure at $878,-
000; but the actual expenditure
was $420,000. The debentures
had nothing to do with this.
According to the Premier’s theory,
the more we borrow the richer we
are. All this money spent with-
out a vote of the Legislature, was
spent contrary to law. But the
Premier says this over expendi-
* |ture was unavoidable. Can the
Government point to gne item of

or unavailable? Was the grant
of $2,500 to the Quebsec battle-
fields unavoidable? The Premier
says the expenditure for this pur-
pose, in other Provinces was made

this expenditure that was urgent, |

liabilities at $171,000, while
our debt was only $128,000.
Mr. Mathieson said he did
not object to this method,
adopted by these two eminent
financiers. Proceeding along
these lines he showed that
our debt, according to the
Governments own statements,
in the blue books was $850,-
ooo. To this must be added,
as liabilities, a quarters salary,
due the teachers on Sept. 30
equal to $28,000; also the ex-
pended portion of the half
year's subsidy ; the $25,000
due on contracts ; the $10,718
accurred interest on loans;
besides the amounts carried
forward by the Commissioner
of Public Works and other
items. All these reach an
amount equal to, or beyond, a
million dollars. Could the
Premier deny that?

It is impossible for us, in
consequence of the manner in
which the Government con
duct public business, to ascer-
tain a true statement of our
debt and liabilities. If our
public accounts committee
were called together and al-
lowed to investigate, some
thing could bedone. But the
books.are closed in our faces,
and the chairman of the pub-
lic accounts committee has
refused up to now, the sixth
week of the session,
to call that committee to-
gether. The Premier said
we had to our credit at Ot-
tawa the sum of $893,000.
Mathieson pointed- out that
this claim was baseless ; there
is no such sum available.
We should be honest in our
representations  concerning
our financial position. Atthe
time of confederation, the
Province was allowed to draw
from the Dominion treasury
the interest of $800,000 on
account of public lands. But
as we drew upon that fund
for the purchase of lands, the
interest was reduced ; so that
now we draw the interest of
only $100,000, and have no
power to draw any of the
principal. Consequently - if
the Premierwere to with-

g

credit at Ottawa, the Govern-
ment would still be $100,000
short of the amount required
to square the admitted debt
of the Province. Referring
to the wrecking the Executive
underwent in the late election
Mr Mathieson compared Mr,
Haszard's position to that of
a merchant who had lost a
large part of his stock of
goods ; but still. wanted to
maintain his credit. In order
to do this he keeps up ap-
pearances by filling up his
shelyes with any old thing he
can find; empty hat boxes,
for instance. The money
that should be spent and the
work that should be done on
the public roads was not spent
and the necessary work was
not done; but money was
spent freely, without author-
ity, for the purpose of buying

history and small politics and

the organ, announced that the heretofore, proclaimed a theore -

votes, The Government Lave,

Bthe publie. mone wi;hout
authority from the lagislature.

in a similar fashion. That is not
true. In Ontario, for instance,
there is a treasury board, given
discretionary power insuch cases,
and something of the same kind
exists in other Provinces. We
have nothing of that kind. The
Government had no right to pass
the order in council, upon which
the Leader of the Government
falls back as an excuse for
this violation of the constitution.
Spending the people’s money in
this way, without authority from
the people, is going back to the
orderof things existing in the
days of the family compact. Mr.
Mathieson pointed out that form-
erly we had ships to suit our
wharves; but now we geb the
vessels first, and then try to make
wharves to suit them. Little or
nothing was spent on the roads
before the 30th. Sept. This year
the Premier figures out a deficit of
$23,000, to begin with. Last
year he estimated a deficit of
$7,000; but went behind over
$50,000. What will the deficit
be this year ? During the elect-
ion campaign, the Opposition took
the ground that the increased
subsidy would mnot prevent a
deficit or stave off taxes’ -These
contentions were correct ; we had
a deficit of over $50,000 and the
taxes must be collected. In ad-
dition to all the money spent on
the roads, all other expenditure
made to secure votes at the last
election have been carried for-
ward and will load down the
debit side of the financial state-
ment this year. What shall the
deficit be? The statements made
to the people last fall by the
Premier and his friends were false
and misleading. The greatest
and most genuine loyalty is to
tell the truth; and the Govern-
ment should be more loyal to
truth. The Premier, said Mr.
Mathieson, boasts that he is pre-
pared to go before the people with
his financial policy. He did not
dare to do so last fall; he would
not tell the people what the fin-
ancial position of the Province
was. Had he done so, where
would he be now ? The Premier
displayed no little témerity in
coming out as boldly as he did.
He should, instead, be expiating
his political crimes in sackcloth
and ashes.

Mr Mathieson resumed his
speech in answer to the Premier’s
budget, on Friday afternoon. He
strongly emphasized the violation
of constitutional usage in spend-

Last year, the Haszard Govern-
ment had spent $41,000 in this
way, snd the present Liberal
Government had, in the last
eighteen years, spent over $400,-
000 without any authority from
the people. This was a direct
violation of the law. In this con-
nection he quoted from the
records of the Legislature of New
South Wales. The Qovernor of
that colony had called the atten-
tion of the colonial office at West-
minster to the abuse of Gover-
nor's warrents. The Colonial
Secretary in reply showed that a
QGovernor’s - warrent should not
issue except in cases of supreme
urgency. What supreme urgency,
asked Mr Mathieson, had existed
for the expenditure of any
portion of the $41,000 so illegally
spent by the Government last
year 7 Absolutely none. Continu-
ing, he referred to the absurd con-
sention gonstantly put forward
by the Government abont the
Conservatives being responsible
for the Provincial debt, Accept-

ment sake, the Government as-
sumed a debt of $171,000. Do
they acknowledge themselves such
pinnies that they have been un-
able to grope beyond that burden
in the course of eighteen years?|
If that is the measure of their
ability, they ought to be ashamed‘[
of themselves ; they ought to go!

and hide their diminished headss

vative (Government’s operations
in relation to financial accounts
at Ottawa, by pointing out that
our subsidy at the Federal capital
was $24,514 more when the Con-
gervatives went out of power
here in 1891, than when they
came in twelve years previously.

What, asked the Leader of the
Opposition, had Mr Haszard and
his friends done in connection
with our present claims against
the Dominion? Last session &
resolution was passed through the
Legislature authorizing thes ap-
pointment of a committee to push
these claims. This session the
names of the committee were
submitted and entries in the pub-
lic accounts of some $400 paid to
delegates to Ottawa in the last
two years, for what eervice no
one can tell. In his budget the
Premier referred to two or three
petty claims of a few thousand
dollars that he intended to bring
to the notice of the Federal au-
thorities ; a claim for expendi-
tures 1n the probate court, and for
some little rebate in connection
with some of the other courts,
and soon. What is the sense of
confining operations to these
trifles? Why not formulate and
push our claims for non-fulfill-
ment of terms of union in con-
nection with winter communi-
cation; the cost of the PE L
Railway and the tunnel? Why
are the Government doing nothing
along these lines? What is the
occult influence restraining the
Government in these matters?
Then there is our claim to a share
of the unorganized lands of the
Dominion. These will prosently
be carved up and distributed
among the different Provinces of
the Dominion, and we should
loose no time in pressing as
strongly as possible our claim to
a proportionate recompense in
this division, a8 we cannot have
any of the land annexed &0 our
Island Provinge. After- $heides-
tribution is over, it will be alto-
gether too late for us to put in
our claim. We have been taxed
our propertionate share for these
lands, when they were of no value
to the Dominion ; but now when
the time has come to distribute
them among the Provinces we are
likely to be thrown over board,
unless a supreme effort is made
by our Government. After the
distribution of these lands is com-
pleted, it will be useless for us to
make application for compensa-
tion. We will simply be asked :
“Why did you not come in time ?”

The Leader of the Opposition,
continuing showed from the evi-
dence furnished ~by Premier
Haszard’s financering last year
and his budget this session, that
our deficit at the end of the
present fiscal year, could not be
less than $70,000. What is the
advantage to us to have received
870,000 additional subsidy ? We
still continue to go in debt, even
worse than before. We have been
disappointed and have had our
hopes dashed to the ground in
this matter. The Premier openly
announces his intention of going
in debt for so-called public works ;
go that the idea of making re-
venue and expeuditure meet, is
now unreservedly thrown to the
winds, Inface of a resolution

member of the (Government, that
the formulation and pressing of
our claims on the Federal author
ities would cost nothing, we are
confronted with a bill for $400.
What services were performed for
this expenditure no one can tell.
A Government that acts in this
way and thus disregards the
wishes of the people must soon,
come to an end. (Opposition
gheers).

—

Mr Morson, continuing the de-
bate said the Summerside eourt
bhouse was a job upon which
public money wasimproperlyspent
notwithstanding the Premier said
it was a credit to the Government.
The result of the elections in sum-
merside, showed what the people
there thanght of Clark and Clark,
who had so much to do with the
Court House job. The Leader of
the Government did not consider
it was patriotic to object to the
grant for the Quebec battlefields
celebration. The Qpposition did
not require to learn patriotism

ing their oyn figures, for argu-

from the Government. Last seq-

sion the Premier refused to place ' mode of improving the education of the |
this item in the estimates, and  Frovinos, and especially with a view of

th p g | procuring cheaper and better school
en spent 1t without permission books and school sapglies for the paplls
attending the schools in the Province.”

after borrowing the money. 1t
would be better to restrain ocur
manifestations of patriotism,
when such tended to impoverish
the Province. Referring to the
rediculous statement of Captain
Read that the Conservatives

resolation by Mr. McKinnon, Mr, Meth-
ieson, Mr. Morson and others.
vointed out in the debate that the Gov-

Btrong speeches were made on the

It was

and give place to better men. | should have attended the confe-
He showed how misleading and |rence at Quebec in 1887, Mr.
false was the contention of theiMorson, asked why the Liberals
Liberals concerning the Conmser-'who attended the conference of

ernment had failed to do anything to
relieve the hardships of the people in
this matter, while the Governmont of
Ontario had brought about reductions

of 40, 50 and 60 per cent. in the prices of
school books. Oar Government favored

1 1902 had not brought with them
| the $2,000,000 of which the Cap-
|tain speaks. This kind of talk
| was riduculous and absurd in the
| highest degree. The contention
|of the Government about the res-
ponsibility of the Conservatives
for the Provincial debt was pre-
posterous. Mr Morson showed
how the Grits had, in first place,
been liable for $52,000 of debt
left as a legacy from the Davies
Government.  Multiplying and
compounding this for the last
thirty years, after the methods of
calculation adopted by the Lib-
erals, we could easily see what an
immense sum it would amount to.
The people, said Mt Morson, do
not relish paying large taxes and
ab the same time going behind to
the time of $50,000 a year. In
addition to creating large deficits,
year by year, the present Liberal
Government collect over $80,000
taxes a year from the people.
Last year the Government collect-
ed taxes equal to what the Con-
servatives collected altogether.
The deficits were always larger in
election years, How was it, he
asked, that the income of the
Hospital for the Insane always
fell off in election years. Even
the poor lunatics were made to do
duty for the success of ths Lib-
erals in the elections. Last year
the Government held out the
false, misleading statement that
we would have a surplus of $33,-
000. This was to be obtained by
borrowing $40,000. They bor-
rowed $40,000 ; but still went in
debt over $50,000. The public
accounts showed this. That was
the answer to the Goverament
false statements.

Mr. Arsenault pointed ont that the
Government, in addition to saddling a
debt of $850,000 on the Province, had
collected npwards of $889,000 in taxes.
He was amaosed at the charge of ancient
history thrown across the floor, while
every speaker on the Government side
went back into the past. The: Govern-
ment, like the individaal, should live
witbin ite income. Five hundred and
fitty doliars were expended in his dis-
trict on the eve of the elsction. ‘He
would not objsct if it was spent in the
proper way and at the propertims. We
should have got twice seventy thousand
dollars in sdditional sobsidy. Money
was spent for rights of way five years
ago and the roads not yet opened. No
one objected to the grant to the Battle-
flslds Fand, bat the Government should
have got aathority from the Hoase.

Mr. A.J, McDonald, refarring to the
mouthing of Mr. Laird regarding the
Liberals, said he himself had been s
Liberal of the old school, whose prin-
ciples were those of the Liberal-Con-
servative party of today. Mr. Laird, on
the other hand, was a Tory in prineiple,
a8 he approved of the Tory way of
spending money without the authority
of the Legislature. He said the jumble
of figures presented by OCaptain Read
teminded him of what he heard & man
say at the Asylum tke other day. He
thought himself very rich, and had his
thousands in the hands of this man and
that man. Was it not better to with-
draw the $200,000 than to pay six per
cent. to the banke? Premier Far-
qubarson had sold ont = $5,000,000
for $30,000. We have no right to tax
the people while we have claims to
collect from Ottawa., The Government
said ‘“ it wae inopportune” to press our
clasims at the present time. Yew, the
Government found it inopportane to do
anything for the Province, as againat
the Liberal Government at Ottawa,
When the Conservatives were in power
the revenues wsre smallj not as they
are now, The Qonsarvatives collected
only 882,000 in taxes, while'the present
Government collect that much every
year. Only ignorant people would take
any stock in the Government stories
about our finances. We shoald have

Haaved-in —vho—hegislabure—by-i; [G8F fisrs Ta The Taads 1o be distrlbated |

among the Provinces, by the Dominion
Government. Regarding the debt,
when the Liberals came into power, he
pointed opt that Mr, Fred. Peters said
it was all wiped off the slate when the
$85,000 debentares were issned. We
bave no independent men now. The
members on the Government side are
like a flock of sheep, falling under the
lash of a shepherd. He stood by the
minority report of the public accounts
coommittee of last year. $89.000 inter-
est means at least a million acllars of
debt.

A very important matter under dis-
cassion on Tueaday of last week was the
question of cheaper school books for our
children. The matter was brought up
by the introduction of the following re-
solation by Mr. M¢Kinnon :

“Resolved, That this Hounse con-
demns the Government for their failare
and neglect to take effective action to
secure a reduction in the cost of schoo]
books and school sppplies for the pupils
in attendance at the public schools.”

Before this resolution was ssconded,
Mr. Cox arose and moved the following
smendment :

‘* Resolved, That all the words aftey
* Honse" in the firgt ling be lef out, snd
the following be spbstituted in len
thereof ;

“ Commends the Government for sp-
pointing an ahle public-spirited com-
mission which is working up the begt

the monopolist publishers of these books.
We have no space in this isaue to give
any lengthy account of this important
debate.

An important discussion arose on Fri-
day forenoon, on the following resolution
moved by Mr John McLean :

Resolved, that ia the opinion of this
House the opening of the season for lob-
ster fishing should be changed from the
20th day of April to the 1st day of May in
all parts of this Prevince where the former
date is now the date of opening, and that
the Dominion Government be reapectfully
requeated to make such change. Mr, Mo-
Lean explained that some years ago the
20th of April had been fixed as the day on
which the fishermen should be allowed to
put out their lines and traps. To have
some particular day for this purpose had
been proved to be in the interest of the
fodustry, and saved a great deal of gear.
If the day is changed, to the first of May,
it will bea still greater benefit to the
fishermen. In that part of the Island on
which the 20th of April is not now the
day for puuting out the nets, the proposed
change will not take place.

Several members made good and prac-
tical speeches, on this resolation, and the
debate was adjourned, we have no room
for any further report in this issune.

Some Questions.

Mr James Kennedy asked the Lead
er of the Government :—Is the Gov-
ernment aware that the Meat and Can
ned Food Aat, and the regulations
thereunder, are doing much injury to
the farmers in this Province, having
closed the markets of the greater part
of Canada against our meat porducts?
Has the Government taken any action
to obtain an Inspector for this Pro-
vince? If any correspondence has
taken place respecting this matter will
the same be laid oo the table of the
House ?

Mr Kennedy remarked that this is
a matter of great importance to the
general public. He explained the pro
visions of the Canada Foods Act, and
pointed out that under it the best
msrket for our meat products are clos.
ed agaiast us by reason of the fact
that the Act requires {nspection and
a certificate of the imspector. This
is a matter, he contended, which re=
quires. immedia'e investigation and
action on the part of the authorities.
The difference of balf a cent a pound
on pork, which is the difference be-
twzen the price in the West and in
the Maritime Provinces is too much
to be lost by the pork producers of
this Provioce, The Government
should try to have the matter adjusted
in some way. The Premier had some
time ago promised to do what he
could—but we are nat yet able to
ship beyond tbe limits of the Mari-
time Provinces. All meats going out.
side these Province must bave the
Inspector’s certificate. It is too bad
that a monoply like this should be es.
tablished, and that the people of this
[sland should be the losers.

Hon Mr Hazard mid, in reply,
that he was not aware of any corres—
pondence concerning the matter, ex-
cept by telegram. In responce to re-
presentarions made last year, a cone
cession has been granted, permitting
a free exchange of meat products in
the Maritime Provinces. Meat pro-
ducts sent outside of the Maritime
Province must have the Inspector’s
certificate—and the Government will
only appoint an [nspector where there
is a large slaughter bouse, At Mr,
Kennedy's request, he had*some time
ago, telegraphed to the Department at
Ottawa, but without result.

Mr McLean agreed that the Pro-
vince suffers a great loss uander the
law. He suggested that it would be

{o-bave alarge central -tliughter
house at which animals could be
slaughtered. Then we could have ap
Inspeeter, and meat which was intend
ed for export outside the Maritime
Province could be inspected ane sent
forward,

Mr. Mathieson agreed with the sug
gestion, but thought it would be well
to have a slaughter house in each of
the three countries.

Mr. Kennedy sid that the people
are greatly interested in this matter,
and he felt sure that the difficulty
could be adjusted in some way. In
his own case, the export of pork to
Quebec wasnot permitted, but after
some correspondence, be was enabled
to send forward the poultry he bad
in hand, But pouitry ean under the
law, go forward unless inspeoted.
If poultry could go forward, why
not also dressed hogs? While in
correspondence, respecting the mag-
ter, he bad been led io believe
that therg ig g teadency to give ceriain
pattiea a monopoly in the meat products
of the Province. Hon. Mr Hasard stat-
ed that all eorrespondence in connectian
with the matter would hg brought down,
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40ec¢.

Tweed 45e¢.

Venetians 50@c., 80c.
$1.00 yard.

Cottons

LARGE ASSORTMENT

To Select From.

Navy Blues, Blacks, Reds, Pinks’
Pale Blues, Greys, etc.,

AtS5 1=2¢., 7¢., 9¢., 12e¢c.
and 14c¢. yard.

Dress Goods

SPECIAL LINES
Bradfords 20¢., 30c¢.

&
yard.
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Stanley Bros.

Souvenir Post Cap
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Are a nice thing to send to

One color 2

St Joseph’s Convent, Ch’'town
St Dunstan’s College,
Notre Dame Convent, ¢
Hillsborough Bridge  “
Soldiers Monument e

Victoria Row, Charlottetown
Block House Poinl,
City Hospital, %
Croseing the Capes

Str Stanley in ice

Str Minto in ice

Apple Blossoms
Travellers Rest

Beautiful Autumn
Terrace of Rooks
Catohing Smelts at S'Side
Sunset at S’side Harbor
Summer St, Summerside
High Schoal, -

friends abroad.

nice selection of City and Provincial views to select from,

The following are some of the titles.

cents each.

Bishop’sPalace § Church (j'{ows

Interior St Dunstan’s Cath-
edral, Charlottetown

View of Charlottetown from

1 Victoria Park

Colored Cards 2 for 5 cents.

Pioneer Family, five general
tions

Among the Birches

A Morning Walk, Bonshaw

Trout Fishing

A Rustic Scene

We have a

North Cape

By Still Waters

The Border of the Woods
Harvesting Scene

A Shady Nook

Surt Bathing, North Cape
Looking Seaward

We also have a large variety of Comic Carda at one
cent each. Any number of cards will be sent by mail pro-
viding one cent extra is added for each 10 cards.

-

per lb,

EUREKA TEA.

If you have never tried our Eureka Tea it will pay you
to do so, It is blended especially for our trade, and our
sales on it show a continued increase. Price 25 cents

R. F. Maddigan & Co.

Bureka Grocery.
QUEEN STRE_ET. OHARLOTTETOWN.
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