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nspect face had
shown hig intense amazement at the
rapid and masterful progress of Holmes'
fnvestigation. At tirst he had shown
some disposition to assert his own posi
tion, but now he was overcome with
adn tion and ready to follow with-
- Holpes led.

nr's

out cuw

“Whom do you st " he asked.

“I'l go into il late There are
several ts in this problem wlich I
have not heen able to explain to you
vet. Now that 1 have got so far 1
t'm", best | wed on iy own lines and |
then clenr the whole matter up once
and for al."”

«Just as vou wish, Mr. Holmes, so
long as we get our man.”

“I have no desire to make mysteries,
but it is impossible at the mowert of

(o enter into long and complex
ons I have t threads of
affair all in my hand Even
lady should never recover
e can =till recons
and

it

this
sciousness w
last

events insu
justice be d all, T wish to
know whet ny inn in this

neighborhood known as Elrige’s?”
The servants were cross questioned,
but none of them I xl hn-'ul of such a
J a light up-

place. The stab

on the matier by 1t ering that a
tfarmer of that name lived some miles

Fast Ruston,

o not heard yet of
here during the

“Perhaps they ha
all that h.“.w“\...;

“Maybe not,
Holmes thonght for a little, and then
ved over his face.
said he.

sir.”

us smile |

ddle a horse,

il

my lad,”

wish you to tuke a note to El-
farm.”
He took frowm his pocket the various
slips of t dan -3 With these in
m he worked for some time
uly tab ni he handed
a note to the boy I directions to
put into the hamdls of the person to i
whom it was addressed, and especially |
to answor no questions of any sort i
which n ut bim. I saw the
outsid widressed in stragz-
| gling r s, very unlike
Holu usual precise hand. It was
£ gned to Mr, Abe Slaney, Elrige's
form, East Ruston, Norfolk
th spector.” MTolmes remark
hat would do well to tele
" eraph for an escort. as. if my caleula
tinns prove to be « vou may have
n At wrly dangeruus prisoner to
convey to the coun jall. The boy
who takes this not 10 doubt fo
watd your t 1t
ernovon tran to t A\ I thit
we shou fo well |
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He sank with a deep groan on to the
setlee

Watson, I owe you every atonement

for having allowed your natural curi-

osity to remain so long HU\;IUSﬁt‘\J.‘
To you, inspector, the whole incident |
may appeal as a remarkable profes-

sional study. I must tell you, first of
all, the' interesting circumstances con-
nected with the previous consultations
which Mr. Hilton Cubitt has had with
me in Baker street.” He then shortly
recapitulated the facts which have al-
ready been recorded. “I have here in
front of me thes ngular productions,
at which one might smile had they not
proved themselves to be the forerun-
pers of so terrible a tragedy. I am
fairly familiar with all forms of secret
writinzs and am n:yvself the author of a
trifiing monograph upon the subject, in
which I analyze 160 separate ciphers,
but I confess that this is entirely new
to me. The object of those who in-
vented the system has apparently been
to conceal that these characters con-
vey a4 message and to give the idea that
they are the mere random sketches of
childrer

“Having once recognized, however,
that the symbols stood for letters, and
haying applied the rules which guide

us in all forms of secret writings, the
solution was easy enough. The first
nmessige su ittedl to me was so short
! that it was impossible for me to do
more than to say with some confidence
that the symbol X st od for E. A= you
are aware, B is the most common let
i ter in the English alphabet, and it ;
dominates to so marked an ext
even in a short sentence one wot ‘
pect to find it most often. Out of fif
teen ssmbols in the first message four
were the same, so it was reasonable to
set this down as E. It is true that in
some cases the figure was bearing a
flaz and in some cases not, but it was
from the way in 1 the
w N ribnu 1.t 1 e
\ to 1 k the sonte 0
£ 3 Ahiter v s}
nl noted I was 1 X
HOW « e real dig
) ¥ I'l rott ugl
le f ) O l ) ms n
nurkoed Iar wnwep leran which
n | shiow \ \ 1074 N v
| her 1 1
sl ) ‘ Npeal I x
PrAOVE N BHRB D 11 )
1 i wh { 1 ors
) 1 £..X Oand ] 1
lv abre of « hor 1 it would
be an « 1 to try each m
T 1 menn r Was a 1
1 4 ) ted r 11
| 1 1 A h M 11l
( \ le 1o &
O 1
wl 1 1
fl » 1 L ) Iere are th
N e » word |
] two B's z
| 1 i word of H
{ I ‘
e 1 ( ) 1
t S L » an l
{ - 11
1 1 \ ) t
1hie 1o | that
thie Vi "
A} IR
v tho
1 I to1 if 1! peals
¢ [ e ctedd, from s 1
who ! 1 \ e 1
1 ] 1 mbh 1
E's with thr lott
t very well stand for the
2. On  examin )
1 that such a combination formed
1 ! natl of the me . which
\ tin 1 repented It w ¢
t penl to “El in this
A I1 ot m I, 8 11 |H
wl I conld it he 1 wore
only f letters in the word which

If you, your friends or relatives suffer with
Fits, Epilepsy, St. Vitus’ Dance, or Falling
Sickness, write for a trial bottle and valuable

| treatise on such diseases to Tue Lersia Co.,
|

79 King Strect, W., Toronto, Canada. All
dru&gnls sell or can obtain for you
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tock the first messize ohce more, di-

viding it into words il putting dots
for cach symbol wirich was still un-
known. So treated it worked out in
this fashion:
AL ERRE oRUBES NEG
“New, the first letter can only be A,

which is a most useful discovapy, since
it occurs no fewer than three times jn
this short sentence, and wie II is also
apparent in the second word. Now it
becomes: 3

AM HERE A.E SLANE, = ~*
Or, filling in the obvious vacaneiey in
the n.me:

AM HERE ABE SLANEY.
I had so many letters now that I could
proceed with considerable confidence
to the second message, which worked
out in this fashion!

A. ELRI. ES.

Here I could only make sense by put-
ting T and G for the missing letters
and supposing that the name was that
of some house or inn at which
r\}'ritor was staying.”

Inspector Martin and I had listened
with the utmost interest to the full
and clear account of how my friend
had produced resuits which had led
to so complete a command over our
difficulties.

“What did you do then, sir?”’ asked
| the inspector.

“I hatl every reason to suppose that
this Abe Slaney was an American,
since Abe is an American countraction
. and since a letter from America had
been the starting point of all the trou-
ble: I had also every cause to think
that there was some criminal secret
in the matter. The lady’s allusions to
her past and her refusal to take her
husband into her confidence both point-
ed in that direction. I therefore cabled
to my friend, Wilson Hargreave of the
New Yark police bureau, who has
more than once made use of my knowl-
"edge of London crime, I asked him
whether the name of Abe Slaney was
known to him. Here is the reply: ‘The
most dangerous crook in Chicago.” On

the very evening upoun which I had his |

answer Hilton Cubitt sent me the last
message from Slaney. Working with
known letters, it took this form:
ELSIE.RE.ARE TO MEET THY GO.
The addition of a P and a D completed
a message which showed me that the
rascal was proceeding from persuasion
to threats, and wy knowledgze of the
erooks of Chicago prepared we to find
that he might very rapidly put his
words into action.
Norfolk with my friend
Dr. Watson, but, unhbappily,
tiwe to find that the worst had
occurred.”

Ly L a privilege to associated
with you in the handling of a case/’
said the inspector warmly. “You wili
excuse me, however
to you. You are ouly answerable to
yourself, but I have to answer to my

and colleague,
ouly in
already

is be

superiors. If this Abe Slaney, living
at Elrige’s, is indeed the murderer, aul
if be bas made Lis escape while I am

geated here I should certainly get into

the |

| #ickpess

I at once cawme to |

it I speak frankly |

jof

"Leat Nerv

serious trouble™
ou need not bhe uneasy. He will
not try to escape.”
“How do you know?
“U'o fly would be a confession of
gnilt
Then let us 2o 1o arrest him.”
“I ex t hint here every instant.”
“Bnt why shiould he come?”
“Becanse 1 have written and asked
him.”
I lible, Mr. Holmes!
W S ne becpuse you have
askod uild not such a request |
stuispicions and cause
h
have known how to frame |
t! tor said Sherlock Holmes, “In
! I am not very much mistaken,
s the gentlewan himself coming
1 as
A3 1 was striding up the path
wl «l to lhor. He was a tall,
ban 2, SV thy fellow, clad in a
suit of gzray fla ., with a panama
1 stiitg N i wl a
gren GUrONS hooked and
i ng Le v s, He
SW 1 1 il { the [‘:.‘.-"‘
wlong ) 1w rd his loud,
o ut preal G
| thine - u
1 that w bes
P on behind the doc |
cantion is n iy when \
fello You will need your
nspector. You cau leave the
ted in silence for a minute—
oue of those minutes svhich one can
ne forget 1 the door opened
and the man stepped ine In an instant
| Holmes clap) pistol to his head,
and Martin slippe hat ull's over
Lis wrists. It was all dot 0 swiftly
'ty that fellow w Lelp-
» he knew that be was at-
glared from one to the
other of us with a pair of blazing black
eyes, Then bhe burst into a bitter lawgh,
“Well, gentlemen, you have the drop
on we this time, I scem to have knock
| ed up against somethine hard., But I
I came here in answer to a letter from
I Mrs. Hilton Cubitt. Don't tell me that
! she is in tl Don’t tell me that she
helped to set a trap for me!"
p UMrs. Hilton Cubitt was seriously in-
1 jured and i3 at death’s door.’
| The man gave a hoarse cry of grief,
. which rang through the house
“You'.e crazy." he cried fiercely. *“It
was he that was hurt, not she, Who
woukl have hurt little Elsie? I may
have threatened her—God forgive me!

but I would not have touched a hair
of her pretty head. Take it back—you!
Say that she is not hurt!”

“She was found badly wounded by
the side of her dead husband.”

He sank with a deep groaun on to the

seftee and burjed Qls face in hig mdn-

at me, and the

man he had his shot

no murder in that. Dut if you think I
could have hurt that woman, then you
don't know either e or her. [ teil

you, there was never a m in this
world loved a woman more than I lovel
her. 1 bad a right to her. She was
pledged to me years ago. Who
this E m,l shman that he should corn: °
between us? I tell you that I had the
first right {9 her a .nnl that I was ouly
claiming my ow

\\_Qs. Dbre¥® 0w
when she found the man that you are,
said Holmes sternly. “She fled from
America to avoid you, and she married
an honorable gentleman in England.
You dogzed her and followed Ler and
made ber life a misery to her in order
to induce her to abandon the husband
whom she loved and respected in order
to fily with you, whom she feared and
bated. You have ended by bringing
about the death of a noble man and
driving his wife to suicide. That
your record ia this Dusiness, Mr.
Slaney, and you will answer for
the law.”

“If Elsie dies I
becomes of me,”
He opened one of his hands and look-
ed at a note crumpled up in his palm.
“See here, mister,” he cried, with a
gleam of suspicion in his eyes, “vou're
not trying to scare me over this, are
you? If the lady is hurt as bad as
rou say, who was it that wrote this
note”’ He tossed it forward on to the
table.

y from your umu Hee

"

Abe
it to

care nothing what
said the American.

To be coztinued.
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stien.th and better health. This is
exactly what comes from nsing Ferrozoge
the greatest tonic sickly womeu can
possibly use. Ferrozoue makes the blood
tingl- and grow red, the cheeks ygrow
rosy, the eves brigat. Ferrozone invig
otates the body, developes uew strength
and makes [ife worth living. Ferrozone
is the o1t of tonic that builds up, it
pives one a reserve of nerve force and
estal lishes such Lealthy conditions that
is unknown. Let every woman
ne. DPrice 50c.
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The Soubrette—So you rzonsider
her a great actress, do you ¢
The Comedian—Sure. She has
tried a dozen obesity remedies, but
they don't seem to have had any
effect on ner
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Did you read the account of the
Smith-Jones wedding in yesterday’s |
parer 7 asked young Singleton. |
No, answered the Wedderly. 1!
<eldom read the read the war news |

= l
MECHANICS, FARMERS, SPORTSMEN. |

To heal aud soften the skin and

erease, oil and rust stains, paintand earth,
etc., use The *“Master Mechanic's Tar Soap
Albert Toilet Soap Co., Mfr
1

ministers called
the inquisitive

Why are some

] ? asked

doetors
nerson

Because, answered the wise guy,
they cure e lot of insomuig.

OASTORIA

Zl'v nd You Have Alway

ARE YOUR
KIDNEYS SICK?

Bought

Bears tho
Sig xy'ux

M/

Let your morning urine stand for 24
hours in a glass or vessel, and then if it
or contains a red-
or if parti.

is milky or cloudy,
dish brick-dust sediment,
cles or germs float about in it, your
kidneys are diseased. If the kidneys
are well they filter just so much blood,
but if they are sick or weak from any
cause, they leave the poison in the
blood, and this poison affects the entire

tem,

It is natural to pass urine three times
a day, but many who regard themselves
as he 11 by are obliged to pass water six
to ten times daily and are obliged to
get up lrtqu(ntlv during the night.
They have sick kidneys and bladder
and don't know it, Smith's Buchu
Lithia Pills cure Rheumatism and all
Kidney and Bladder diseases, and
wake new, rich blood.

We will send you a generous sample
post paid Free, together with our large
book on the above mentioned diseases.
Address, W. F. Smith Co., 185 St.
James Street, Montreal, Canada.
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S ™ S——— preceded ‘Elsie’” and it ended in R » {Tve minutos ke vas
Surely the word must be ‘COME.” 1 v fai=ind his
xetum qf tried all four lottors endiug in with the cold cou- Do You Suffer With
E. but couid find none to fit the case. i .
So now I was in possession of ¢, O 1 have nothing to hide from yron,
aud M. and I was in a position to at- | gentlemen™ caid be.  “If I shot the HEADACHES ?
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cure yourself as

£ a-tives cure the cause of the head-lche. Th
Rnis.ons which camse if entirely relieve constipation m?
letter is the proof that put.s an end to doubt :—

better since I taki.

ruit Liver Tablets.

cured themselves? Fruit-
tone up the nerves.

* I have tried Fruit-a-tives and found them splendid for headaches. I feel so mach
I commenced 1 think are a splendid medicine, u':'
. DULONG, Thamesville, Out.

Manatactured by Frult-a-tives Limited, Ottawa.
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Fer Children’s Ailments, you cannot but
admit the fact that this preparation
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NO OTHE

It is safe, pleasant
and soothing for children teething,
and a prompt checker of bowel and
stomach troubles.
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