Despatches.

Harris' Di-
vorce,

-married in Canada in the year 1832—that he-was at

‘Regiment, the act.of Adulte
‘the: parties have been divorced, was. apparently com-

doniicile there than sich 43 attached to. him in'his

‘Harris slso_quitted Cinada for the West. Tndité,—

and during the-absence of "both parties from ' the’

‘request ‘that we .would,;report -our joint ‘opriion

- Canada, still jretain, in point; of -

9 Victoriz.

26° Martii. | 29

; i

. o !
ceedings of the Government Railway Department,,
for the information of the Provincial Legi:lature inj
their deliberations on this subject.

!
I have, &e. f
‘ (Signed,)  STAXLEY.
The Right Honoural-le
Lord MzTcaLrs, ‘
§e e, &e. N
i
J— {
(Copy.) 3

No. 458. i
Dowsixe STreET,

18th Novembser, 1843,

My Lozrp, !
In reference to the correspendence enume«f
rated in the margin, on the subject of Mx. Harris')
o Divorce Bill, I have now}
Lord Metcalte, Despateh ¥o- % to communicate to Your)
{“‘"’ S e ey, Liordship the accompany-|

Lord Metcalfe, Desputch No. b :
resfe, Liewmuich ¥o. 36, ing copy of 2 Report from!

*GY, “AOR WISt

the Law Officers of the}
Crown, from which it appears that if the Bill were!
confirmed by Her Majesty, the Courts of Law in]
this Kingdom would not consider such an Act as al
valid divorce but that Mr. and Mrs. Harris would!

still retain, in point of Law, their conjugal relation;j -

towards each other within this Kingdom, and where-|
soever else beyond the limits of Canada the Law of
England prevaila, _ '

Under such circumstances it will of course be
impossible that Her Majesty in Council could be
advised to confirm and finally enact this Bill.

I have, &c. :
(Signed,) STANLEY.
The Lord MeTcaLre,
- e &e & ‘ n

(Copy.)
~ Docror’s Coxvons,
Noverber 18th, 18435.
My Lorp, ‘

We are honoured with Your Lordship’s com-
mands signified in Mr. Hope’s letter of the 15th
Instant, stating that he was directed to transmit to
us a Bill passed by the Council and Assembly of
Canada to dissolve the marriage of Henry William

Haris, Esq., also to transmit copies of the corres-{|

pondence which has taken place on the suhject of

that Bill, between Your Lordship and the Governori}
General of Canada, That the result of that corres-if

pondence 'is to show that Mr, and Mrs, Harris were

that time residing there as.an Officer attached to his’
on account of which

mitted in Canada,~that Mr, Harris 10 other

“Military, copacity,—that in the year:1841, Mr, Harris
Teturned with s Regiment to theiUnitéd Kingdom,:
and hes not since resided in Canada,—that Mre.

-

that. the Bill'of ‘Divorce was:passed’ in’ March ‘1845

Province.

That Your Lordship further directed Mr. Hope to
whether if this Bill.should b confirmed by Her
Majesty,.the Courts of LiaWw in this Kingdom would
consider such an,Act.as a valid divorce within . this
Kingdom of Mr. and :Mrs. :Harris, and whether.
notwithstanding ‘the :Act; they would not within
this Kingdoin ‘and. clsewhere be,ippd» sthe limits of

T, their conjuil

relation towards-each gther. .-

8 .

* | what those rules or principles ave.” = "

have the honour to report that as the parties were
not domiciled in Canada at the time of the passing
of the Act for the dissolution of the marriage, we are
of opinion that the Courts of Law in tl'x'i:*nf{ingdom,

iwould not, if such Bill were confirmed by Her
il Majesty,. consider such an Act as 2 valid divorce.

We further think that Mr. and Mrs. Harris would,
notwithstanding such Act, retain in point of Law

litheir conjugal relation towards each ‘other, within
this Kingdom, and wheresoever else beyond the
¢ imits of Canade the Laws of England prevail

‘We have, &e.

(Signed,) J. DADSON,
FRED. THESIGER.
FITZROY KELLY.
The Right Honourable
Lorp STaNLEY,
&e. &e &e.
(Copy-) | )

No. 1.
Dowxixe STREET,
‘ 30th December, 1843.
My Lozp, ‘

Council on the 23d instant, leaving to its operation
an Act passed by the Legislature of Cunada, No.
212, to secure the right of property in Brifish Plan-
tation Vessels, : ‘ o

The last clause, however, enacts that this Aect

||shall cease if at any time the Imperial Act 3.and 4,

W7l IV. chap. 55, entitled, “An Act for the regis~

{|tering of British Vessels,” shall be.extended to yessels

navigating the Inland Waters. of the Province of
Canada. This Act having, however, been repealed
by the Act 8 and 9 Vict., chap. 89, it would be de-
sirable that the original Aect, No. 212, should be
amended by introducing the words: “ or any other
Act for the Registering of British Ships,” imme-
diately after the words “the Act of Parliament,”
(viz.: 3 and 4, WAL IV, c. 53,) entitled “An Act
for the Registering of British Ships.”
I have, &c.

(Sigped,) - W.E. GLADSTONE.

Lieut. General : o
The Earl CarncarT, '
&e &e &c

1(Copy.)
*Circular, S
: , Dowxive STreET,
o 15th January, 1846. .
‘My Logrb,. : BRI

every other part of the civilized world to' plans of
Railway communicatiori'has beon felt,in miany of the
British:Colonies. *The subject -has*been’ pressed on’
my ‘attention’ from. many different quarters and under
circumstanicésboth:physical sind- bconomical ‘a8 dis-
tinct and 48'various 2 aré-the-conditions-of  thiose
widelyextended settlomentest. 0 b i

~Toattempt to lay:down any:-oné set:of ‘rales or

tive Grévernments of:them all; would obvicusly be fu-
tile and impracticable:'’ But the éxperience‘of this
country has- ascertained ysomé-general principlés on
the subject, ‘the application-of twhich is'neither tran-
are. applicablesin; vdrious: degrees 1t0: the legislition
of every Country in. this new. field of inquiry. "‘The
object. of~liis Despatch: is' to ‘state; " compéndious

R

In obedience to Your Lordships commands we Despatcher.

' 1find that the impulie which has*been giver i Railnsgs. .

even aisingle “rule’binding inflexibly on’the Execu- -

sitory:norlocal,‘but'which, it,may- now be/presumed -

fl)'»_ .

1 have the honour to transmit to Your Lord- British planta-
ship, herewith, an Order made by Her Majesty in tion vessels.

. sERD . B



