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Editorial Notes
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for a Middle School

Mr. Grainger prepared an examination paper
class in physics. There was nothing extraordinary about the paper.

It was such a paper as any science master might set for such a class
during the school session. Mr. Grainger selected by chance one from
among the answer papers of his class, mimeographed it, and distributed
it with the question paper among the science teachers, and particularly
the science specialists, of Ontario. With question-paper and answer-
paper went the request that the science teachers should assign values
to both questions and answers. Mr. Grainger’s article contained a
summary of the results.

In considering Mr. Grainger’s summary, it is to be remembered
that the subject under consideration was physics. The teacher expects,
however much he may regret, variation in standards of marking in the
languages, in literature, or composition, or history. But Middle School
physics has much of the exactness of algebra or geometry and would
seem to present few opportunities for diversity. In no subjects, moreover,
has greater care been taken to detail the courses of instruction, and
therefore of examination than in the sciences. The science master is
told exactly what he must teach and exactly what his pupils must know.
It must also be mentioned that the science teachers of the Ontario High
S'Chools are unusually competent men. This Province has given much
time and thought to the development of an efficient method i science

teaching and an efficient staff.
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