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[For the Prorinriel Wesleyan.]

DOCTRINAL SKETCHES.—No. 3.

THE TRINITY.

A principal design of the Old Testament 
economy was to establish and to give pro
minence to the truth that “ there is one 
God, and there is none other but He.” 
This appears in all the history of the Je.w- 
ish people. They were ? indeed tardy in 
learning this lesson, but at length they 
learned it fully. Ever since their return 
from the captivity of Babylon they have 
shunned the very appearance of Idolatry ; 
and to this very day, scattered as a na
tion though they be, they furnish one of 
the grandest and most convincing argu
ments for the Being and Providence of 
Jehovah.

Of His claims as “ the only true God,’ 
the Old Testament itself is full. Its mi
racles show the lifting up of His Almighty 
hand against the idols of the heathen. The 
law thunders out from the darkness of 
Sinai, “ Thou shall have no other Gods 
before me." In psalms of praise His in
finite perfections are celebrated in contrast 
with the worthlessness of idols, “ the work 
of men’s hands.” The Prophets describe 
in glowing terms, the diffusion of His glory, 
when false gods shall be utterly abolished, 
and “ there shall be one Lord, and his 
name one.”

To the Christian Church has this doc
trine been delivered for safe keeping-and 
tor universal publication. But not this 
alone. It is invested with vastly increased 
interest by the incarnation of the Redeem
er, and the gift of the Holy Spirit ; it is 
attempered, so to speak, to man’s enfeebled 
condition ; it is so related to our present 
necessities and onr future wants that we 
may leel its quickening influence and love 
the Lord our God with all our heart and 
soul, and mind, and strength. In a word, 
it is the unity of the Godhead, in the Tri
nity of the Divine Persons, Father. Son, 
and Holy Ghost, whom we are privileged 
to know, whom we are taught to worship, 
and in whose favour we are to find ever
lasting life. " .

.Though it was reserved to Christianity 
to reveal this doctrine in all its strength 
and fulness of blessing, and though, con
sequently, we must seek in the New Testa
ment for its definite statement and its 
clearest proof, yet from the first it was im
plied in (lie revelation whieh God gave of 
Himself ; and by successive communica
tions, “ by the mouth of all the holy pro
phets,” it shone with augmented lustre 
“ unto the perfect day."

It has been well observed that the very 
name of Him who, in the beginning, creat
ed heaven and earth, is, in the original, of 
plural form. When the creature of high
est order was to be made, God said, “ Let 
us make man in our image, after our 
likeness.” The angel of His presence—in 
whom was the name of Jehovah—was with 
the Church in the wilderness, and •’ saved 
them.” Not less important is it to note 
that “ they rebelled and vexed His Holy 
Spirit.” Who is it that is set as King up
on the holy hill of Zion? Who that, at 
Jehovah’s bidding, sits at his right band 
until his enemies become his footstool, and 
unto whom Jehovah hath sworn, “ Thou 
art a priest for ever after the order of Mel- 
chizedek?” It is He of whom the same 
Jehovah hath said, “ Thou art my Son, 
this day have I begotten thee.” It is He 
of whom the prophet wrote, “The Spirit 
of the Lord God is upon me, because the 
Lord hath anointed me,—to proclaim the 
acceptable year of the Lord.”

This language at once connects the ear
lier Scriptures with the later, and marks 
out “ the mau Christ Jesus” as “ the only 
begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth.” It does more. It interprets the 
scene at our Saviour’s baptism, • and ex
plains how, after He was glorified, the 
Holy Ghost should in His plenitude of sav
ing energy be given to men, and all true 
believers be sealed and sanctified to God.

• If the New Testament is at all to be re
garded as truth, then is the doctrine of the 
Trinity explicitly declared in it, and the 
system of salvation which it sets forth is 
grounded both upon the distinct personality 
of the Father, the Sou, and the Holy Ghost, 
and upon their essential oneness. The dis
tinctions which are here made do not arise 
out of the Vork of redemption—else it 
might be held that redemption itself was 
an error, and that these distinctions, only 
necessary to its existence, would perish 
with it. But redemption is a tact, because 
“ the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour 
of the world.” Redemption in all its bene
fits may he ours, because, as the Saviour 
Himself testified concerning the Comforter, 
the Spirit of truth, “ He will reprove the 
world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 
judgment ;’’ “ He will guide you into all 
truth ;’’ “ He shall glorify me ; for Hg 
shall receive of mine, and shall show it 
uuto you.’’

How plainly is this doctrine stated, and, 
how constantly is it implied in the writings 
of the Evangelists and Apostles ! It en
ters essentially into our Lord’s personal 
history. We cannot explain a fact in re
ference to Him—His incarnation, His 
teaching, His miraculous power, His aton
ing death, His resurrection, or His ascen
sion into heaven, without ackuowledging 
“The Father of an everlasting Majesty; 
His only true and adora: le son; also the 
Holy Ghost the Comforter.” Take the 
first of these. What saith the angel? 
“ lhe Holy UhoSt shall come upon thee ; 
and the power of tl^e Highest shall over
shadow thee ; therefore also that holy thing 
which shall be born "of thee shall be called 
the Son of God.” Take again our 
Saviour s teacliiug. “ But wheu the Com
forter is come, whom I will send uuto yon 
from the Father even the Spirit of truth 
which proceedeth from, the Father, He 
shall testily of me.” Does-our Lord com- 
maud His Apostles to make disciples in all 
nations ? Then He requires, as the sign 
and pledge ef that discipleship, a solemn 
act of consecration in the one “ name” 
oi the three persons in the Godhead, 
lteusou must confess itself baffled to 
escribe, or even to comprehend this fact 

of the divine nature ; but fact it is, none the 
les» for that. Before it, faith humbly wor
ships and adores.
,J°t0 the "arp and woof of Apostolic 
«wching, the same glorious truth enters 
most largely. Is the care of God on be-

half of His Church affirmed ? It is in these 
words, “ Now there are diversities of gifts, 
but the same spirit. And there are differ
ences of administrations, but the same 
Lord. And there are diversities of opera
tions, but it is the same God which wurk- 
eth all in all.” Or is the Church stimul
ated to the cultivation and display of every 
grace, for the purpose of its owu growth 
mod unity. Then here is the motive. 
“ There is one body and one spirit, even as 
ye are called in one hope of your calling ; 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God 
and Father of all, who is above all, and 
through all and iu you all ” Are we in
formed of the design and methods of divine 
mercy? Here again each person of the 
Godhead is introduced as engaged on our 
behalf. “ But when the fulness of time 
was come, God sent forth His Son—to re
deem them that were under the law—and 
because ye are sons, God hath sent forth 
the spirit of His Son inlo our hearts crying 
Abba Father!” What is the state of priv
ilege to which Jew and Gentile are now alike 
admitted and welcomed by faith in the blood 
of Christ? “Through Him we both have 
aceess by one spirit unto the Father 1 It is 
thus also that St. Peter urges Christian be
lievers to “ love one another with a pure 
heart fervently," Forasmuch as ye know 
that ye were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, but with the precious blood of Christ, 
who by Him do believe in God, that raised 
Him up from the dead and gave Him 
glory ; that your faith and hope might be 
in God, seeing ye have purified your souls 
in obeying the truth through the Spirit un
to unfeigned love of the brethren.” Words 
of warning derive their deepest solemnity' 
from this doctrine. “ Ye are not in the 
flesh but in the spirit, if so be that the 
spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any 
man have not the spirit of Christ, he is 
none of His.” Or, still more impressively 
—as showing the nature of total apostacy 
ami its terrible retributions, *• For it is im
possible for those who were once enlighten
ed, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and 
were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 
and have tasted the good word of God, and 
the powers of the world to come ; if they 
shall fall away to renew them again uuto 
repentance ; seeing they crucify to them
selves the Son of God afresh, and put Him 
to an open shame.”

We may well understand how valuable 
an acquisition this doctrine is. It is very 
full of comfort. It is no less satisfactory 
than humbling to the understanding. It is 
one of those strong inducements which are 
given to us to “ work out our own salvation 
with fear and trembling.” As often as in 
the benediction, truly Apostolic, it falls 
upon our ear, let us seek “ the grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Ghost,” and 
observe another inspired injunction,” But 
ye beloved, building up yourselves on your 
most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 
keep yourselves in the love of God, looking 
for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ uoto 
eternal life.” y

C. S.

ACCORDING TO HIS WICKEDNESS.

-It is an immutable principle of the Divine 
government that the doer of evil shall be pun- 
ished.* He who transgresses the law of tied 
shall, without fail, prove in his own experience 
that the way of transgressors is hard Neither 
craft, nor might, nor position, nor connections 
shall secuie bis escape. Though hand join in 
hand, the wicked shall not be unpunished. In
finite Wisdom will discern and develop his 
guilt ; and Infinite Power will execute against 
him an appropriate sentence.

But more than this is true. Not only shall 
the doer of evil be punished ; but he shall he 
punished according to his wickedness. His 
fruit shall be in proportion to bis planting. No 
circnmstances «hall diminish the harvest to 
which his sowing baa entitled him. As was his 
work, so shall be bis wages. The Lord of all 
keeps a correct account with the creatures oi 
His hand. He knows just what has been dis
tributed to each. He uoderstands most thor
oughly the opportunities each has had for the 
employment ot bis talents. And at the time of 
reckoning He assigns to each the compensation 
to which his earnings from day to day have en
titled him.

It will scarcely be questioned that there arc 
degrees in the happiness awaiting the faithful. 
No intelligent reader of the Sacred Volume an
ticipate* that all who «ball be awarded an en
trance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord 
Jesus Christ will be assigned to the same plane 
and occupy the same throne. One star differ- 
eth from another star in glory. Those who 
have been most devoted are to be most highly- 
honored. Those who have been most laborious 
and courageous and persevering are to wear 
the greenest laurels, and wave the fairest palms. 
He who has been faithful in a lew things shall 
be ruler over few cities. He who has been 
faithful in many things shall be ruler over many 
cities. Some will be near the throne. Others 
will be comparatively remote. All who are sa
ved will be happy ; but they who have done 
most for their Saviour will be happiest. They 
that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the 
firmament ; and they who turn many to rightc- 
ousoess as the stars forever and ever.

So are there degrees in the punishment in
herited by the wicked. The worst shall sufler 
the most. They who have been most rebellious 
against the majesty and mercy of Jehovah and 
arrayed themselves most violenlly against the 
interests of humanity, shall be most signally 
overthrown. The inspired Oracles make this 
most clear. “ I, the Lord, search the heart, I 
try the reins, even to give every man according 
to his ways, and according to the fruit of his 
doings.” “ Thine eyes are upon all the ways 
ot the sons of men ; to give everyman according 
to his ways, and according to the fruit of his do
ings." “ Whosoever bath, to him shall be given, 
and be shall have more abundance, but whosoev
er bath not from him shall be taken away, even 
that he hath." “ That servant that knew his 
Lord's will, and prepared not himself.neither did 
according to His will, shall be beaten with many 
stripes. But he who knew not, and did commit 
things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with 
tew stripes " “Forunto whomsoever much is 
given, of him shall much be required ; and to 
whom men have committed much, of him they

will ask the more." “ And behold, I come 
quickly, and my reward is with me, to give eve
ry mail according as his work shall be."

Our own convictions of the right and appro
priate justify this difference in treatment and 
destiny among those who live without God and 
without hope in the world. It is nota righteous 
judgment that the least guilty should be visited 
with as severe a penalty as the most guilty in 
the day of doom—that those who have had 
some tear of God before their ever should be 
hurled into as dark an abyss as those who have 
scowled defiance at Him along every lane of 
life—that those who have dono some good as 
they have gone in and out among their fellow 
men should be engulfed in as horrible a perdi
tion as those who have done nothing but evil as 
they have walked up and down the earth. He 
who plunders the State, and oppresses the poor, 
and robs the widow, and defrauds the orphan, 
simply to gratify his passion lor acquisition, 
should be beaten with a sorer scourge than he 
who appropriates what is not his in order to 
keep his wile and chileren from starving. The 
general who betrays his country should meet a 
dirker destiny than the private who deserts his 
post. The Senator who is guilty of treason 
ought to bear a heavier load than the constable 
who is untaithiul to his trust. He who corrupts 
a community merits a deeper hell than he whose 
sins affect more exclusively himself.

But illustrations abound. The subject teach
es numerous lessons. The Divine eye is on us 
—at home or abroad ; in the light and in the 
darkness ; amid the storm and the stillness. He 
from whose vision nothing is concealed, is be
holding all our ways and movements, and 
words and thoughts'hnd tempers. Can we en
dure this inspection ? Arc we ot those who do 
evil ? In any of the relations of file? To any 
with whom we are associated ? With any por
tion ot our being ? Under the pressure ot any 
consideration ? Let us cease to do evil, and 
learn to do well. Let ns repent of all our short
comings. Let us seek new hearts. Let ns lead 
new fives. Let us avoid the appearance of evil. 
Let us hate every false way. Let us covet the 
witness that all we do is right. Let us conform 
ourselves in all things, and in all places, to the 
will ot our Father in Heaven. Thus shall we 
escape Irom all liability to punishment; be ex
empt from all obligation to the doom of the 
lost, walk the paths of the Present in conscious 
innocence ; and pass over to the highways of the 
Future to be greeted with the smile of Him 
whose favor is life, and spend the eternal years 
where evil is unkown.—PUttbunj Adv.

THE RELIGIOUS PRESS.

It is not strange that in a great Church, 
whieh counts her members by the million, and 
her ministers by the thousand, there should be 
much diversity ot opinion in regard to so im
portant an interest as her periodical literature. 
Without doubt great progress has been made 
in the past few years in developing the power 
of the press, and in subordinating its influence 
to the luitheraoce of the Gospel of Christ; but 
this progress has not been achieved without 
anxious thought and labor, nor has it gone 
steadily forward without mistakes. The most 
devoted friends of the Cbuich will not claim 
that every step which has been taken was the 
wisest, nor that every good theory devised has 
been wrought out to the fullest practical result. 
Indeed, a sober review of the history of our 
efforts in this direction reveals a few glaring 
blunders, with some experiments of question
able wisdom, and many failures to work up to 
the perfect realization of the methods which 
ample experience and the maturest study have 
justified as sound and good.

Next to the living ministry, with its personal 
contact with the people, and its heart-to-heart 
conflicts with the surging passions and sensi
bilities oi human souls, there is not a greater 
power in the Church, and, therefore, not a 
higher interest to be fostered than the religions 
press. Its silent influence is felt in all the 
walks of life. Thousands of people who 
scarcely recognize the existence of the Church 
paper, arc unconsciously affected by its teach
ings, often, it may be, indirectly and mediately, 
but, nevertheless, positively and for good. 
Its lessons reach almost the entire population. 
The pulpit reiterates them with emphasis ; the 
lecturer sounds them forth to eager throngs 
who think nothing of their source, but feel 
their power; the secular press, sometimes out 
ot the spirit of contention and for gain, yet 
with wonderful effectiveness, sends them out 
as on the wings of the morning, reaching 
where other instrumentalities would be powei 
less, and even statesmen and politicians bear 
their suggestions and warnings, and heed the 
admonitions they contain. In the quiet of a 
family circle, the religious paper iuspires the 
desire to understand the higher mysteries of 
the spiritual fife, aud then ministers to the 
awakened anxiety by affording the germ and 
material of thought, and by directing the en
quiring mind into suitable channels, and aiding 
it in the adoption of the most approved methods 
of investigation. Thus, in the sanctuary of 
home, at the very fountain of the most potent 
influences, the religious paper begins to mold 
and develop the character ; it takes hold of the 
heart when it is most susceptible of moral in
fluences. and by gently moving it toward 
Christ, links it to God, and binds it to the 
Church and duty in bonds which it will not 
break.

The religious press has scarcely begun to ap
preciate its own power ; much less have the 
people whose servant it is. It has accomplish
ed a great work, and is adding to its achieve
ments day by day and night by night, as the 
year rolls round. Already it has become in
dispensable to the Church. Upon it depends, 
in no small degree, the chief benevolent enter
prises in the Church, and out of the Church its 
aid is invoked lor every charitable or humani
tarian scheme that proposes to elevate men, or 
to lighten their burdens. In a thousand ways 
come acknowledgments ot its efficieucy, aud 
with them unspoken tributes to its worth. It
gives to the teacher a myriad of tongues, and 
to the consecrated almoners of God's bounty 
it gives a multitude of bands. To the pastor 
it is a right hand of power; to the common 
worker in the Lord's vineyard it is a light, a 
guide, and an inspiration; and to the feeble 
and tempted it is a Luckier and shield. It

cornea to the faltering with words of warning 
and cheer ; to the young with counsel and in- 

| struction ; to the afflicted with the consolations 
of the Gospel and the assurance of hope ; and 

I to the penitent it whisper» of pardon, and 
1 point* to the fountain opened for sin and yn- 
■ cleanness. It ia. in a word, “ a preacher ol 
righteousness;” for its message is from God 
through his Word, and its doctrines fall like 
the rein from heaveu, and distil into the heart 
as quietly as the dew upon the mown grass.

The whole Church is under obligation to the 
religious press. The minister, the leader, the 
steward, each in hia sphere finds it a help in 
official duty, and all who are striving together 
for the faith of the Gospel ot Christ gather 
from it much to encourage and strengthen them 
in the work of faith. But it ia to the Chris
tian parent in particular that it is most valus 
ble, and who can least afford to deprive him
self of its aid. Above all others, he who has 
about him a family of children growing up in 
the midst of the stirring activities ot these 
limes, with the rush and din ot worldliness, 
the tyranny of fashion, and the fascinations of 
pleasure pressing upon them, needs all the 
help he can command to guide aright the pre
cious souls committed to his care. To such 
the religious paper is an angel of comfort. It 
comes to bis home “ laden with the testimo
nies of living saints, and freighted with the 
fragrant memories of departed worth," to 
strengthen the father's heart, and to cheer the 
mother’s faith. It speaks a word in season, 
and in hundreds of instances it proves the sa
vor of life unto fife. As a sentinel it keeps 
watch over the household, and lifts a warning 
voice at the approach of tbe enemy to truth 
and virtue. And if it save a son or daughter, 
who can tell the value of its benediction ? If 
it be made tbe instrument of removing a tortur
ing doubt, reviving a dying hope, or of animat
ing to renewed activity a heart fainting beneath 
its discouragement», who shall estimate its ser
vice ? And shall it not do this kind of work P 
XVe know that it has done it, and with God’s 
blessing such shall be Its mission still.— Best. 
Chr. Advocate.

SYSTEMATIC GIVING.

There is no Christian duty which is perform
ed in a more slovenly manner by many good 
people than the duty uf giving money to chari
ly. Some give lazily to whatever and whoever 
begs the most luatily ; they are quite as likely 
to encourage imposters as deserving objects, 
for they are too cart-less to inquire and discrim
inate. Some give money fitfully under the 
spasmodic inspiration of an eloquent appeal ; 
others give only when their digestive organs 
are “ all right" and they are in good humor. A 
third class give for ostentation—like the selfish 
curmudgeon who bestowed a hundred dollars 
on a town clock because he “ liked to give his 
money where he could hear it tick."

There are a sensible few who give by system 
and give on principle—and give, too, with dis
crimination. This ie the wsy in which tbe late 
Arthur Tappan bestowed his liberal benefac
tions. The popularity of the object never 
bribed him, and the unpopularity never deter
red him. He held his wealth in trust for 
Jesus Christ, and lived up to an honest, con
scientious stewardship. James Lennox, Esq., 
of New York, whose benefactions for tbe last 
thirty years have amounted to a larger sum than 
Mr. Peabody’s, has also set an example of ju
dicious distribution, as well as of princely lib
erality.

The Bible not only counsels generous giv
ing, but systematic giving. In the first Epis
tle to Corinthians, Paul makes this recommen
dation : “ Upon the first day of the week let
every one of you lay by him in store as God hath 
prospered him." This money thus saved out 
of the week's income was to be put into 
Christ's treasury. Now there ere three vital 
principals involved in this mcihod.

Tbe first princ'pal ia giving by plan, and not 
at random. On each Sabbath the store was to 
be laid aside tor Christian charity. There was 
also to be a regularity in the amount of gift*. 
Instead of trusting to the caprices of the mo
ment, there was to be fixed a rule by which to 
gauge the donation. That rule wai : “ As God 
baa prospered him." The gift was to be in due 
proportion to income. The widow’s two mites 
weighed as heavy in the scales ot charity as 
the golden shekel» of the millionaire.

This method of giving by daily or weekly 
appropriation» develops also the power of the 
little*. Great aggregates are made up by ac
cumulations of pennies and of dimes. This 
is the way that Romanism builds her steady 
cathedrals. This is tbe way by which Method
ism raised eight millions of dollars during their 
•• centenary year."

Years ago I knew of a poor mechanic who 
gave twenty-five gold dollar» annually to Chris
tian enterprise, though his wages were but a 
dollar and a half a day, and his household 
large ! He put aside five cents a day for the 
Lord, instead ol wasting it on beer and tooac- 
co. His wile earned two dollars a week, and 
laid by ten cents. The children occasionally 
picked up a few pennies by running on errands, 
etc. ; end they, too, were glad to drop their 
mites into the box. So they accumulated a 
half a dollar per week, and became, spiritually, 
one of the richest families in tbe village.

Now, why cannot every Christian who reads 
this brief article “ go and do likewise ?” We 
ask another question : Has any follower of 
Christ the moral right to accumulate aud invest 
great wealth ? Are not successful earners 
bound to be generous aud systematic distribu
tors?—-fier: T.L. Cuyler.

AT JESUS’ FEET.

Let us aits at cumulative service—to do much 
to Christ, lor in doing it for him we do it to 
him. And let us remember that this service 
will not be noted merely in the mass. God will 
separate It into its component parts. Each 
specific good thing will be noted. God will 
unwind tbe goldefl thread into its various 
strands, he will pass the ray between a prism, 
which will divide it into many hues.

We take things in tbe lump; our gross 
ness, want of memory-, our imperfect 
power of perception ; all conduce to 
this ; but God ia too exact not to note the parte

which make np the whole. If we pay a visit to 
the sick for bis sake, be nctes all tbe compon
ent parts o! that visit—tbe cheery word we ut
tered, tbe tone in which it was spoken ; the 
gentle touch of the sick one's hand ; the patient 
silence while listening to complaints, the lov
ing craft by which we sought to while away the 
afflicted one Irom himselt. In our mind— it 
may be, in the sick one's mind—we paid a visit, 
and that was all ; but God knows what there 
was in that visit, and he counts it all up and 
records it, even as he does tbe washing, wiping, 
kissing, and anointing here, 

j Tbe feet of Christ were the recipients ot 
cumulative love service ; aud what encourage
ment is there here to those who are diffident 
about aiming high. The feet, at least, are open 
to them ; they may pour all their fullness upon 
what is very lowly yet belonging to Christ. 
The lowliest object may be the recipient of 
cumulative service. Jesus himself took care 
to point this out when he said, “ Inasmuch aa 
ye have done it unto one ot the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto roe."

place in tbe Church ol Christ, of all who do not and prayers. Some time ago we spent a .lay 
hold their views of baptism, which we deem uu- in visiting and inspecting the mission-houses 
scriptural and unwarranted. Other Churches and premises of the-pçincipal societies who have 
have views on baptism and other important ! their head quarters iX London. We refer more 
matters, which they bold just as firmly as the particularly to the Wesleyan Missionary Soci- 
Baptists hold theirs. But they do not unchurch t'ty , the London Missionary Society, the Bap- 
all who do not agree with them The constant j ti«t Missionary Society, and the Church Mis- 
attempts ot Baptists to vindicate their course in sionary Society. And of all the sights in Lon-

METHODISM AND MUSIC.

The Wesleys were a musical family. It en
tered into the happiness of their every day fife. 
Perhaps they inherited it from their mother, 
Susanna Wesley, who, as she lay dying, called 
her children round her and said, “ Child
ren, as soon as I am released, slog a song of 
praise to God-" And when John had com
mended her spirit to Him who gave it, and the 
mother to whom they were so tenderly attach
ed fell asleep in Jesus, the ehildren did as she 
had bidden them, and sang through their 
tears :

“ Hosanna to Jesus on high !
Another has entered her rest ;

Another has 'scaped to the eky,
And lodged in Immanuel's breast.

The soul of our mother is gone 
To heighten the triumph above ;

Exalted to Jeans’s throne.
And clasped in the arms of His love. 

John Wesley looked upon singing as a very- 
needful thing,and he did everything in his power 
to encourage it. He published a collection of 
tunes, and wherever he went he was the means 
of introducing them lor the use of his follow
ers. As psalm singing assisted the Reforma
tion, so it aided in the great revival of religion 
during the ministry of the Wesleys and White- 
field. And ia many parts of the country— 
Cornwall, to wit—“the good old Wesleyan 
tunes," all runs and flourishes, with rattling 
choruses, tuay be heard to this day. John 
Wesley however, was a true lover of good mu
sic ; he delighted in the choruses of Handel ; 
and often he would steal into Cathedrals to lis
ten to tbe organ, and would be moved to tears 
st the solemn wsil of some funeral dirge, or ex
cited. to delight by the stirring sounds of mar
tial strains. One of his converts was John 
Frederick Lampe, a celebrated German mu
sician. He renonunced infidelity, renounced 
his theatrical engagements,and devoted his fine 
musical talents to the service of God.

Those must have been delightful evenings 
spent at the house of Mrs. Rich. She was, be
fore her conversion an actress, and her hus
band the proprietor of Covent Garden Thea
ter. Her daughters were instructed in music 
by Handel, the greater composer, and ol one 
ot them Charles Wesley said. She is the 
greatest miracle of all accomplishments, both 
of mind and body, that 1 have ever seen." 
And at her house John and Charles Wesley 
spent many happy hours in company with 
Handel and Lampe. Perhaps those MSS. in 
Handel's bandwriting in the Cambridge Uni
versity were written during these hours ; at all 
events, tlicy are MSS. ol tunes composed ex
pressly for Charles Wes ey's hymns, and 
amongst them are :—

“ sinners, obey the Uospel word."
O love divine, how sweet thou art !”

and—
* ‘ Rejoice, the Lord is King !”

Charles Wesley in an elegy on the death of 
Dr. Boyce, speaks ot the worship among the 
redeemed in the heavenly city, and refers to—

" That warbling choir 
Where Handel strikes the goldei strings.
And pensive angels strike their wings."

A good story is told in “Kitk's Life ol 
Charles Wesley," illustrative of the keen, 
quick ear of Charles Wesley. Just as he was 
commencing an out-door service with a hymn, 
a number of half-drunken sailors joined the 
company and struck up a song called “ Nancy 
Dawson." The hymn was drowned, but Char
les was not to be beaten.—A hymn was instant
ly composed, and at the very next servies, 
when his blue-jacket friends were ready to re
peat their coarse opposition, he gave out :—
“ Listed into the cause of sin.

Why should a good be evil ?
Music, alas ! too oft has been 

Pressed to obey the devil ;
Drunken, or lewd, or light, the lay 

Flowed to the soul's undoing ;
Widened and strewed with flowers the way 

Down to eternal ruin.

“ Jesus the soul of music is,
His is the noblest passion ;

Jesus's name is joy and peace.
Happiness and salvation ;

Jesus's name the dead can raise.
Show us our sins forgiven,

Fill us with all the lile ot grace,
Carry us up to heaven.”

There are seven stanzas to the hymn. The 
tune for “ Nancy Dawson" was instantly set to 
those cheery and telling lines.and tbe poor ma
riners finding “ all tbe wind taken out of their 
sails," gave up the contest as hopeless, and 
allowed him to finish the service in peace."— 
The Quiver.

CLOSE COMMUNION DEFENDED.

Our readers are aware that onr Baptist bre
thren main ain that no one is a member ol tbe 
Church of Christ, or entitled to partake ot tbe 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, who has not 
been immersed. This assumption is the dis
tinguishing difference between Baptists and 
other evangelical denominations. It is not tbe 
fact of their believing in baptism by immersion 
and adult baptism alone to be scriptural. They 
might go this far and no one would dispute 
their right to practise according to their be
lief. It ii the uncharitable exclusion from a

this matter, prove, pretty clearly that this un- 
scriptural exclusiveness does not harmonize 
with the better instincts of Christian Brother
hood.

The last number of the CanJian Baptitt. 
under tbe head of "‘Communion Dialogue No.

! 1.." contains a defence of this practise, with 
which the easily-convinced imaginary Pedo- 
Baptist opponent is well satisfied. The argu
ment is one which is commonly advanced in 
defence ot 'heir exclusiveness. It is argued 
that as one indivi lual has a right to form his 
view» of scripture and truth and act upon them, 
so arnumber may join together in the same 
views and convictions, and carry them out io 
practice and no one baa any right to complain. 
Nobody denies the liberty of a number of per
sons uniting in this way as a private society. 
It is tbe claim, that none but those who hold 
these sentiments are members of the Church of 
Christ that is questioned

The whole case is not fairly stated in the 
Bapitit. Baptists say that baptism is the only- 
door ol admission of the Christian Church, and 
nothing but immersion is baptism : there is no 
Church but the Immersionist Church : and all 
the other denominations. Episcopalians, Meth
odists, Presbyterians, and Congregationalists 
are not Christian Churches at all. The Bap
tists, just as much as the Church of Rome,claim 
to be the only true church in the world. And 
the one claim is just as false and unfounded as 
the other. The only defence of the exclusive
ness of close communion, and it is a very weak 
one, is that “ Baptist views" of baptism and 
the Lord’» Supper compel them to carry out 
tbe practice of excluding Irom the Lord's table 
all who are not immersed. So much the worse 
for “ Baptist views," if they compel these who 
hold them to do violence to the feelings ol 
Christian brotherly love. It is enough to awak
en a suspicion ot the scripturalness ol any 
“ view»" that will not stand tbe strain of a 
practical Christian test. When rigid Calvinists 
who believe that God has from all eternity un
alterably fixed the number of the saved, with
out regard to their works, preach and teach 
that every man must do diligence to make Lis 
calling and election sure, and say they are 
warranted in offering salvation to all men every
where, juat as if the Calvinist doctrines were 
not true, it i* a strong presumption that the 
doctrine ot apeeial election ia not true. It a 
man bold» anything in hia creed, that in tbe 
best moods ot his religion» life, he is compelled 
to act aa if it were not true, it ia very probable 
that on close examination, it will be found to 
be some human invention. So in the ordinary 
course ol" life a good Baptist {will act towards 
other Christians as it the close communion the
ory was not true. He will treat hia non-im- 
mersion 1st brother as a good Christian. He 
will pray with him, listen to him preach with 
pleasure snd profit, freely express bis coufi- 
dence that be ia a child of God ; and yet deny 
that be ia within the path ot the Christian 
Church ! Is not this inconsistency enough to 
create doubts even in Baptist minds, as to the 
soundness of tbe exclusive immersion theory, 
from which it follows ?

Tbe fact that any course of conduct results 
from a certain belief, ia no justification of such 
conduct, if it be out of harmony with tbe spi
rit of tbe Gospel. The Rapist and Ritualist 
deny that the Baptist* and all other “ sects ” 
are branche» of tbe Christian Church, because 
they are not in the true apostolic succession. 
They bold views of scripture teaching that com
pel them to adopt such a conclusion. But this 
does not make their uncharitable assumpti
ons and intelorsot exclusiveness any the more 
Christian or Scriptural. It is all tbe worse, 
if a wrong and exclusive course of action is 
presented as a Christian duty. We might 
more easily excuse an individual, who acted in 
a spirit ot exclusiveness, or some wrong im
pulse, than justify the same act, when it was 
alleged to be endorsed by the Church and de
fended by Scripture.{{But exclusion of non-im- 
mersed persons from the Lord's table cannot 
be defended, even on the Baptist assumption, 
that immersion only is baptism. For there is 
no scriptural declaration, that places baptism 
necessarily before the Lord's Supper. Tbe 
Apostles partook of it before the Christian 
Church was organized. And it, as tbe Bap
tists, for the sake of gaining a point, absurdly 
say, baptism commemorate» the burial and re
surrection of Christ, it should come after the 
sacrament that commemorate» his death. The 
assumption that the Baptist Churches alone are 
Christian Churches, is an exclusive spirit, aa it 
is contrary to the facta ef Church history, and 
the teaching of the Holy Scriptures.—Chr it. 
Guardian.

MISSIONARY GLEANINGS.

The true friends of Christian missions mani 
fest a deep and lively interest, not only in tbe 
progress of the Gospel abroad, but also in the 
healthy action of the various organizations 
which exist at home for tbe vigorous prosecu
tion of the work in all its departments. It is 
an admitted tact that, unie* religion be main
tained in a lively, active, prosperous state at 
home, it cannot be expected to make an aggres
sive movement on the territories of heathen

don we regard these a< the mast interesting to 
the true philanthropist. They have left upon 
the mintl and heart mental and moral photo 
graphs never to be effaced. We were courte
ously received at each establishment, and kindly 
allowed to look over the premises, libraries and 
museums, all ot* which were good and interest
ing, although differing greatly in their respec
tive merits. But we are not going to make 
invidious comparisons. We will only say that 
when we came to the institution which possesses! 
tbe best library, we sincerely wished that all- 
the rest were equally tavored ; and when we in 
a peered the richest museum, the same desire 
sprang up iu our breast. That which affected 
us most in examining the missionary museums 
was the appearance of the obsoltlt i./o/s—gods 
ot wood and stone once ^worshipped by tens of 
thousands in the South Sea Islands, and which 
are now adored no more, and specimens of 
which can no longer be found In the countries 
where, a short time ago, they ruled supreme, 
How true is the inspired word of prophecy,
1 The idols He shall utterly abolish."

There are some things which the directors, 
secretaries, treasurers and committees ol tbe 
principle parent missionary societies have in 
common, however they may vary in unimport
ant matters of administration. They have a!| 
expressed an earnest desire that their respec
tive auxiliaries and branches should be kept in 
vigorous operation, that missionary prayer- 
meetings should be everywhere regularly held, 
and that collectors and subscribers should be 
enlisted in large numbers, and kept steadily at 
their work. They are moreover, all anxious 
that fervent, persevering prayer should be of
fered up by the laithful for the blessing of God 
upon the labors ot his servants at home and
• broad

Iu tbe last number of the “ Wesleyan Mis
sionary Notices" tbe Secretaries say, with a 
point and emphasis which cannot fail to make 
an impression : “ We are anxious about the fu
ture. Tbe present income is insufficient to 
meet the claims which are pressing upon tbe 
Committee. The disorganisation of the work 
in France and Germany by tbe war ; the open
ing for tbe establishment of a mission in Portu- / 
gal, aud for the extension of tbe missions ie 
Italy; and the necessary reinforcement of tb* 
old missions of the Society, will involve a heavy 
outlay, whieh can only be met by a largely seg
mented income. We believe that tbe seeded 
augmentation might be easily secured by a 
steady working of our old machinery : by tbe 
bolding of committee meetings]»! least once s 
quarter; by appointing as treasurers and secre
taries men of business habits and energy ; by 
keeping up and adding to the staff of collector» ; 
by attendance at the public missionary prayer- 
meeting; by the systematic circulation of tho 
“ Notices ;" by encouraging the efforts and of
ferings of the young ; and by well considered 
arrangements to make the anniversary a suc
cess. If these aud such like plans were carried 
out universally, as they are already in «orne 
branches which we could mention, a healthy im
pulse would be given to our domestic opera- v 
lions, ami the means required for tbe support 
and spread of the mission» would be apeedily 
forthcoming. Will our friend* respond to 
the loud call of Providence, and come up at 
once to tbe help oi the Lord ?”

In tbe same number of the “ Notices^ will 
be found an interesting letter from tbe Rev.
U. Bleby, discriptive of tbe Bahama Island» I 
and a thrilling communication from the ltev.
J. F. Southern relating to recent visita which 
he has made to tbe distant country stations iu 
tbe Island of Dominica, where so many of our 
missionaries have fallen a sacrifice to the clim
ate. Tbe missionary bad to travel on borie- 
back under a burning sun and through pouring 
rains a journey of one hundred miles ; but when 
be got there he preached to “a large congre
gation, baptized eight children, and, after 
preaching, met the leaders, between twenty 
and thirty in number, to give them spiritual 
counsel, and to receive their contribution*, and 
net one wo* ahtent.” Mark thi*, ye English 
leaders,and no longer wonder at the strong at
tachment of the missionaries to their people 
and their work.

Dr. Turner, of the London Missionary So
ciety, communicates a touching little incident 
that recently occurred on cne ot their stations.
A missionary visited a converted native in dy
ing circumstances, who, before his departure, 
addressed him as follows : “ I am going, but 
you are to remain a little longer. When I get 
to heaven I shall first of all praise and think 
Jesus for having saved a poor creature like mo ; 
and theu I'll tell Him about you, for it was you 
who first told me the way to heaven. And 
then I'll look about and see where the door is 
through which the spirits go up ; and if I find 
such a place that will be where I will sit and 
wait for you. And when you come, oh, what 
a happy day that will be ! And, alter our joy
ful meeting, I'll take you by tbe band and lead 
you to Jesus, and say to him, Jesus ! Jesus ! 
this is the man—this is the man I told you 
about. This is the man whom you sent to tell 
me about your own love—this is the man."

From the Cape of Good Hope we hear of tbe 
death of Dr. James Abercrombie, sen., who 
finished his course at Roudebosch on tbe 21st

darkness abroad. Hence the intimate, yea the ! ot November, 1H70. lie was a true Christian 
inteparable connection between home and for- philanthropist, and for many years tendered his 
eign missions ; and between the missionary spir 
it of Christian Churches and individual profes
sors and their own happiness and prosperity 
and the triumph* of the Gospel throughout the

I professional services to the missionaries and 
their families gratuitously, and with a kindness 
which made an impression on some of his pa
tients never to be forgotten. From Canada we 

world. Let all who are called by the name ot, hear of the death of the Rev. William Heath, 
Christ get their own hearts more richly imbued formerly a Wesleyan missionary in the West 
with heavenly influence, tbe true missionary j Indies. He was a man of quiet zeal, simple 
spirit and the cause of God at home and abroad piety, amiable disposition, and devoted attacb- 
will no* lack resources of either meu or means ment to his brethren and his work. On the 
for its vigorous prosecution. I failure ot his health iu Barbadoes, be retired

Nor ought we to lose sight of the laboura and t0 Canada, and finished his c”arse * 
responsibilities ot parent societies, auxiliaries, Kingston, on the 21st ol ito r, • . n 
branch associations, committees and officers both of these dear meu o o we ave ‘“J*2"* 
who are engaged in mission work, for tbe more past otten taken sweet counsc ,an enjo) 
we know about them and their working the blessing» of social intercourse aud sanctihaa 
stronger will be their claim on our sympathy friendship.—Wahkmm


