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Littl&(‘;ovemment Conferred.

If Workable, However, Mr. Redmond
Will Accept.

The English Government presented
on Tuesday ite long-awaited Irish
pill to the House of Commons end
the country. The bill is designed to
meet the demands for Irish Home
Rule. It was presented by the
Chief Secretary for Ireland, Mr. Bir-
rell, to a crowded house. Prior  to
the appearance of this meesure it
was popularly termed a ‘““Devolution
bill,” but to-day it is referred to' as
the “Irish Council Bill,”” or even the
“Irish bill.””

Compared with the Home Rule
bills of 1886 and 1906, the mea-
gure of to-day confers little self-
government upon Ireland, merely giv-
ing to the council control of the
eight departments now managed by
Government boards. Twenty-four of
the council are to be appointed by
the Crown, and while the Lord-Lieu-
tenant of Ireland is given power to
nullify its measures, the crown re-
tains control of five of the eight
departments, includimg the constabu-
lary. The control of this branch
has always been a thorn in the flesh
of Irish people.

It is natural and quite to be ex-
pected that this half-way measure is
wholly pleasing to no -political par-
ty. The Unionists regard it as a
step toward Home Rule.’ They ob-
ject to giving to Ireland the man-
agement of many departments of
local affairs, while the Irish ‘mem-
bers of the House of Commons retain
the right to legislate in similar ai-
fairs for England and Scotland. They
criticize also the plan of government
by a council through eight com-
mittees as complicated and cum-
bersome. The Radicals are disap-
pointed that the measure falls 50
far short of the actual home . rule,
and the Irish = members are even
more disappointed with it. The Irish
leaders, however, are malintaining a
diplomatic attitude umtil they have
time to study the provisions of .the
blll and learn the sentiments of the
people.

A Netiomalist convenmtion will be
held in Dublin soon to decide. upon
the policy of the Irish party. The
Laborites will support the measure
because they are all home rulers.

To prevent the first reading of the
bill being deferred, and while Walter
Hume Long wes still speaking, Mr.
Birrell moved the closure. Then,
amid a great uproar and protests
"’dl"houm of “‘gag’’ the closure was
carried by 417 votes to 121 and
the bill passed ‘its first reading by
416 to 121. 1 2

After the bill had been presented
and explained by Mr. Birmell, it was
criticized and ridiculed by A. J.
Balfour on behalf of the Opposition.
John Redmond  then delivered a
brilliant speech, noteworthy  prin-
cipally for its dignified and force-
ful exposition of Ireland’s claims for
tomplete home rule,

The audience was worthy the his-
torical and parliamentary occasion.
The entire ministry occupied seats
on the front benches. The floor of
the House tvag packed, and the gal-
leries helq a notable assemblage, in-
Cluding g number of peers, the  vi-
titicg colonial premiers, notably Al-
fred Deakin, premier of Australia,
and several bishops, Members = of

the Irish clergy were conspicuous in
the galleries, - :

Mr. Birren
height when he
%0t system of
He called
Saying:

rose to an oratorical
described the  pre-
Irish ‘administration.
Dublin

Coungil Bill.

|five years, would be charged to the

{separate Irish fund.

men do not malke good history.”
With all its shortcomings, an  elec-
tive body would be educational and
teach the Irish people self-respect.
Nobody, said Mr. Birrell, believed
that the present system of the ad-
ministration of Ireland was sourd in
prineiple or economy. It ,had been
switthed off from the great current
of the national life of the people.
Under the proposed new scheme the
Irish members of Parliament would
continue to sit at Westminster un-
diminished in numbers, but he hoped
hereafter to find a more profitable
channel for their inquisitiveness, in
managing local affairs at home. It
was the intention of the bill to es-
tablish q representative adminigtra-
tive council consisting of 82 elected
and 24 nominated members, the lat-
ter to be nominated the first

year
by the King and thereafter by the
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. Elected
members would be elected on the

local Government board franchise.
The under-secretary to the lord-lieu-
tenant would be an ex-officio mem-
ber of the council, which would have
complete: control of the powers vest-
ed in the departments to be handed
to its care. The president of thd]
council would be appointed by tiﬁi‘
council itself, and the chief secretary
would have the right to attend the
meetings. If the existing officers of
the departments were retired by the
council they must be given full pen-
sions. No exercise of the powers
vested in the departments would be
controlled by resolutions of the
council, and the supremacy of the
imperial government would be safe-
guarded by the pover miven to the
Lord Lieutenant to reserve his ocon-
sent to any resolution of the ocoun-
cil and the eight departments which
would be made subject to the new
council. The departments coming
under the control of the proposed
Irish council would.be the local gov-
ermment board, the department of
agriculture, corgested  districts
boards, commissioners of public
works, national education and in-
termediate education, inspectors of
reformatories and indugtnial schools,
and the régistrar-general. The Su-
preme Court judiciatures, royal
Irish‘ constabulary, Dublin metropo-
litan police, the land commission
and the pnison board would remain
under the control of the Imperial
authorities.

Mr. Birrell went on to explainj'that
the oouncil, being elected on a local
Government board franchise, peers
and women could vote; The con-
stituencies, noughly, would be the
same as the present Parliamentary
areas. He did not think 17 mem-
bers were too many to dischanrge the
importent duties assigned to them.
The council . would be elected
three years, and authorized to
tablish as many commissions as it
pleased, but it must establish fi-
namce, public works, education and
local Government committees, the
chairmen of which would be ap-
pointed by the Lord-Lieutenant. It
was proposed to establish & new
education  department for primary
and secondary education, to be plac-
ed under the control of the coun
oll.

AN IRISH FUND CREATED.

for
es-

For the financial purposes of the
eight departments, a certain amnual
sum, to be fixed by Parliament every

consolidated fund, and paid into a
J The presént
cost of the eight departments was
estimated at a little over $10,000,-
800 ‘yearly, the Government propos-
ed to hand over in addition the sum

F¥what the presert government offer-

, | mirister of militia and defence, and -
a large body of Irish clergy, headed

head. - The council would have the
power to appoint or remove the of-
ficers of the « artments men-
tioned above, but the rights of the
existing officers would be preserved.

Under the bill, ary British subject
would be able to hold the office of
Lord Lieutenant, without preference
for amy religious belief. A clause
was also included providing that no
preference whatever shall be shown
to any religious denominmation in
appointments; and that any result-
ing from siich preferment shall be in-
valid,

In conclusion, Mr. Birrell said:
‘“The Governmert has been told that
the bill paved the way for home
rule. T1f the bill passed, and the
new council is a success, then T dare
say it might pave the way. If, on
the other hand, it is a failure, it
might present considerable obstacles,

but surely the Unionists will not
refuse Ireland an opportunity for
training her people to acquire any

right they ought to possess, hecause
if the measure proves successful, one
of the difficulties in the way of
home rule will have been removed.’

JOHN REDMOND’S VIEWS,

John Redmond, the Irish
said that wuntil he and his
leagues had time to consider
feature of the bill, and elicit
public opinion in regard to it, no
one could expect him to give either
a deliberate or a final judgment. Mr.,
Gladstone proposed to solve the
problem by the full and frank con-
cession of self-governinent
tomomy to the

leader,
col-
every
Irish

and au-

Irish people, but
ed was not home rule, nor a substi-
tute for it. The Trish still demand-
ed home rule, and rested their claim
on their historic right and the
mitted failure of a century of Bri-
tish government of Ireland. As
home rulers, Mr. Redmond thought
they were justified in regarding the
scheme as consistent with the main-
tenance of their aspirations, and
proceeded to apply certain texts to
the schéme regarding giving general |
and effective control to Irish public |
opinion over the matters which the |
bill dealt with. He said he did nom;
like the nominated element. ML’
Redmond agreed with Mr. Balkmr‘
that it was not democratic, but if‘
he was told that the Govermment's |
object was to give a large reprosen-
tation to the minority, who were
suspicious regarding the action of |
the majority, then he would be per- |
fectly willirg to accept this undemo- |
cratic principle. He believed that |
the minority’'s Jfears were honest, |
but groundless. There were no limi- |
tations to which he would mot go to |
meet, these fears.
Continuing, Mr. Redmond said the |
power to give to the Lord Lieuten- |
ant appeared to go far beyond the |
ordinary veto limits. If that was
so, the provision did away with
the genuine character of the power |
given to the council. Apart from
that, he thought that the control
was genuine and complete, ‘

After expressing doubt refrarding |
the workability of some of the min- |
or features of the bill, Mr. Redmond
took up what he termed the most
serious of all = tests, the  financial
features. He said he,was strongly |
of the opinion that the furd of $3,-
250,000 was most inadequate. Thn!
whole amount would be mortgaged |
at once, leaving nothing for the de-|
velopment of Ireland. Therefore, it |
would be impossible to successiully
work the new scheme. The police
department was the ornly one in
which a real saving could be of-
fected, and that was withheld lrom1

ad- |

them.

Incidentally, Mr. Redmond con-
fessed that although he viewed the |
question from a pole opposite to that ‘
of Mr, Balfdur, he felt the force of
some of the latter's arguments. !
In conclusion, Mr. Redmond
‘that if the measure showed itself|
workable, even with moderate suc-
cess, his party would gladly accept
it. =

Mr. Birrell spoke for nearly an
hour and three-quarters. Among his
interested hearers were Alfred Dea-
kin, the Australian prime minister;
Sir Frederick W. Borden, Canadian

Sligo.

| tlier Malone, chaplain of the
made his appearance, and he

| son.

[TEMS OF INTEREST

ST. MARY'S C. Y. M. SOCIETY.
St. Mary's Catholic Young Men's

Society (dramatic section ) will give

& dramatic entertainment in
Bridget's Hall, - corner
neuve and Rose streets, to-morrow
(Friday) evening. The entertain-
ment will be under the auspices of
Division No. 6, Ancient Order of
Hibernians, and the company will
produce “O’Donnell’s Triumph,’’
which proved such a striking  suc-
cess when given on St. Patrick’'s
night.

St.
of Maison-

MONTHLY CONCERT OF ST. AN-
THONY'S JUVENILE T. A. &
B. SOCIETY.

On last Friday evening a musical
Contest took place in St. Anthony’'s
Hall. The competitors were Masters
O’Brien, Dupuis, H. O’'Brien

and
Gaudry, each of whom carried off
a valuable prize Mention is due
Masters O’Shaughnessy, Drumm,
YYTA’)qnn, Mr. Geo, Holland, the or-
chestra from 1’Association Musicale,
of Ste. Cumegonde, and any others
who in any way aided to make the

evening enjoyable.
FRANCISCAN MONKS LEAVE FOR
FOREIGN FIELD.

The TFranciscan church, Dorchester
street west, was crowded to the
doors Sunday evening on the occa~
sior. of the ceremonies attending the
departure of two members of the
order as missionaries to Japan. The
missionaries are Friar Peter and
Friar Gabriel. Coadjutor Bishop
Racicot officiated, assisted by Canon
| Savaria, of Lachine, and Abbe wvau-
thier, parish priest of Westinount
There was a large attendance, in-
cluding Canon Roy, Archbishop Bru-
chesi's secretary; Abbe Lecoq, su-
perior of St. Sulpice, and Abbe
Perrier. Rev. Father Raymond

thanked Bishop Racicot for his par-

| ticipation in the ceremony, and out-

lined the missionary work accom-
plished by the followers of St. Fran-
cis Xavier.

The two missionaries left Windsor
station at 9.30 in the evening. Mem-
bers of their respective families and
several friends accompanied them
to the train and bade them farewell.
The two missionaries will sail from

| Vancouver.

CATHOLIC SAILORS’ CONCERT.,

On Wednesday evening last the
Catholie Sailors’ Club was the scene
of the opening concert of the season.
Shortly after eight o’clock Req. Fa-
Club,

was
greeted by the heartiest applause. In
a few well choser words he introduc-
ed the new president of the Club,
Mr. Felix Casey. The concert was
undér the patromage of Miss Marchi-
The programme ws certtainly
one worthy of the occasion. Men-
tion is due in a special manner to
Miss Marchison, patroness of the
evening, the young ladies who figur-

{ed so well in their callisthenlic exer-
cises, and the Misses Goodyear; also

to Messrs. Paterson, Major, Rodden,
Bridge, Henmessey, Skinmer, Rielly,

| Merrill, Gardner and the two Mas-

ters Goodyear, lately from England.
On the whole; from the indications

of the first concert we may certain-

ly look forward to a successful year.

Next week's entertainment will be
under the auspices of the Literary
Committee of the Club.

REV. J. A. BELANGER CELE-
BRATED ANNIVEVSARY.

Rev. Fdther J. A, Belanger, parish
priest of St. Louis' de France, -on
Surday celebrated the twenty-fifth
anniversary of his priesthood. . Some
sixty of hisconfreres joined the faith-

said ful of the parish to do honor to the

1. P hl

and adminis-

POy F

| trator.

At 10 o'clock the Churchiol St.
Louis de France was completely fill-
ed, Rev. Ml‘f"

ffervescent

alt

ALL DRUGGISTS, 25

some

Aé)ﬁbey’s

to say
cases

A few kind [words! frcm

The Nisters of Misericorde,

‘““‘Hav

ing"mrde use of Abbey's Salt for
time in our Hospital, we are pleased

v that it is a very good medicine in

of indigestion.”

and 60c. BOTTLE,

'BRENNAN

underwear at -

1-4 size'collars, only at

- - - -

Two Special Lines on Sale.

75 doz. Men's ‘natural wool spring weight

5¢

100 doz. Men'’s black cashmere hose at 25¢a pair
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7 ST. CATHERINE ST. EAST.

Our Uptown Branch Store will be opened about May 16th
251 St. Catherine St. West.
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Anyone at all interes
find the Cadillac the most dependable of popular-
priced cars, to which is added the incredibly low
cost of maintenance.

We're selling these machines as low as #1100
and recommend them for all sorts of service in

town or country. There

its own argument.
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value and thorough satisfaction in a “Cadillae”
than in any other car in sight.

The simple fact that more Cadillacs were sold
last year than any other car in the world carries

The CGanadian Automobile Co.

Gerage, Thistle Curling Rink.

adillac !

ted in automobiles will

is more certainty of good
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Office, 842 Oraig West.
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chesi, who presided and some
priests and the parish wardens, re-
paired to the pastor's residence,
where dinmer wae served by the boys
from Mount St. Louis College, who
had also acted as ushers in the
church. His Grace, the parish priest,
Mr. Forget and others delivered ad-
dresses. During the day Rev. Mr,
Belanger was the recipient of over a
hundred handsome presents.

sixty

ST. JOSEPH'S TOMBOTLA.

The young ladies in charge of the
Rose Tree and Tombola in aid of St.
Joseph’'s Home for Catholic work-
ing boys, 396 Wellingston sireset,
wish to thank their many friends for
making the Rose Tree a success and
to give notice that the drawing will
take place on Friday evening, the
17th of May, at the Home, 894 and
!396 nglington street. The drawing
| was umavoidably delayed on acconnt
|of the absence of Rev. Father Iiol-
land, C.SS.R., on mission. All cou-
pons must be returned Before that
date.

Seventy-five really fine  prizes are
to be drawn for. The list, with the
winning numbers, will be publisiiad
as soon as the drawing has . iaken
place.

The following _ are some of
prizes: Oil painting, Picture of
Lady of Good Counsel, Pope's t
date, statue of Blessed Virgin, statue

the
Our

ink stand, fancy inlc stamd, Napoleon
from Corsica to St. Helena, Catho-
lic Oratory. (illustrated), Montreal
and vicinity, by N. H. Hinchetwood,
gold plated holy walter font, nickle
holy water font, nickle erucifix two
faney cushioms, bird. cage, fancy rocjk-
er, child’s rocker, sack granulated
sugar, ham, one doz. cabinet photos,
parlor clock, gold enameléd broach,
large doll, 8 pairs fancy slippers, 4
pairs ladies’ boots, photo album,
Stodart’s Tour of the World, The
Irish Rosary (two volumes )1 eandle«
stick, fancy shade, nidkle shaving
set, nickle soap tray, fountain pen,
four pictures,each a prize, tea coscy,
fancy silver fork, rose wvase, two
pairs of vases, bronze clock, picture,
Face of Christ; picture, Madona and
Child; fishing cam, leather writing
pay, ome year's subscription to the
True Witness, Catholic Record, Ca-
tholic Union and Times and thollic
world, one box of cigars.

R i

Card of Thanks.

Mr. and Mrs. O'Neill  wish ‘to
thank their medry friends for  the
SRS i sympathy oh o

ST S 2

S

SRS

—

So D

sogn e

T e T

PR




