PAGE SIX

WESTERN CLARION

mittee declines to consider any affiliation which en-
tails the slightest suspicion of fusion or compro-
mise,” possess any real value at all. - But we must
recognize that such claims on behalf of the party
may be questioned, and a firther examination of
the terms for affiliation may reveal to us the fact
that we may occasionaly have fallen down in our
methods of application. Our educational policy has,
no doubt, been of value, but during these stirring
times should not our policy be to make rebels and
not philesophers? /

Comrade Harrington points out that “Our under-
standing of this (the Marxian philosophy) has led
us to maintain a strictly educational programme.
We have assumed the position that the development
of capitalism would engender revolutions, and that
an understanding of society, economic and historic.
would secure the working-class against precipitate
and futile action.” And what will be the inevit-
able outcome of a continued adherence to such a
policy? Are we not to learn any lessons from our
historic understanding of society and apply and
connect such lessons with the more modern phases
of the class struggle? The horrible collapse of the
Second International in 1914, by reason of its ad-
herence to such a policy, and the marked contrast of
the successiul outcome of the policies of the Bol-
shevik party in Russia, proves bevond dispute the
necessity of a centralized, disciplined party whese
education shall not be confined alone to a knowledge
of the historical and economic development of soc-
iety, bui will be extended to include a definite course
of study «f the revolutionary movements of society
and their practical application, if our Marxism is to
be Marxism, and we are to profit by revolutionary
experiences of existing revolutionists. 3

Unless we possess the knowledge of revolution-
ary tactics, the revolutions that capitalism has en-
gendered might well as not occur, for we should be
placed in precisely the same position as the Finnish
and Hungarian workers, and our actions then would
surely be precipitate and futile.  Therefore, our
daily propaganda should be truly communistic, that
is, preaching the necessity of discipline within the
Party, preparing ourselves and the workers gener-
ally for conscious and deliberate action during the
inevitable period of collapse, so that we may be
able to crush the power of the capitalist State and
to establish a dictatorship of the proletariat by
transforming the proletariat into the ruling class.

A realization of what such preparation means
will surely reveal the necessity for a more virile
working class party. If our interpgetation of the
trend of present day events will allow us to pro-
claim the inevitability of another Imperialist world
war, then surely we should prepare for such, not by
foolify ourselves into a belief that the modicum of
freedom allowed us by the Lourgeoisie will still exist
during a time of crisis, but by preparing a definite
plan of campaign so that we shall be able to reap
the harvest of such a field of discontent which a rep-
etition of 1914 will present. “This phase of the ques-
tion is purely hvpothetical, but surely we are all
prepared to admit that the lot of the proletariat will
not improve with the decay of capitalism, And the
historical fact stands out that as the political stab-
ility of a governing class weakens, so does the true
function of the State as an instrument for suppres-
sion and oppression become more pronounced. And
by exercising its power the State will not allow us
to carry on a propaganda of sych virility as would
tend to give the working class confidence in a party
whose avowed function is to usurp the power of
the State, but whose methods of propagating their
<ideas will not be able to raise above the repressive
powers of the capitalist State they are out to crush.
In anticipation of any criticism which may advocate
the postponemept of any idea of a Communist
- Party, while we are yet free to carry on.legal pro-
paganda, on the grounds of the inevitable repression
which will follow the formation of a Communist
Party, I might mention the sad plight of the Sec-
_ond International when they were robbed of the

holy freedom which left them unable to function.
% While section 4 may not affect the position of
the Party to any great extent (since I interpret this
_gection as being particularly framed for countries
where conscription is practised in times of peace, as
well as war), I will pass on to section 5, with a note
in passing that the value of judicious propaganda
“among the troops is too apparent to need much com-
ment, but which is so consistently neglected as to
eall for much coment also. ;

The Party is peculiarly adapted for rural propa-
ganda. and it has no doubt carried on much uscful
work'in rural districts. I fcel that T am now tread-
ing on what is dangerous ground, for one whose ex-
periences of the movement has been confined to the
East, when I recall the stories often related of the
pionecers of the Party who tramped the prairie pro-
pagating Socialism under conditions which would
have broken the hearts of less determined workers.
But it seems as though with the widening of the
field for work, and the development of more easily
accessible fields, the Party is slackening in its en-
The growth of farmers’ parties proves
that the farmer is beginning to realize that he is
not receiving all that is coming to him, and a discip-
lined Communist neucleus in the various farmers’
organizations would save our farmer friend many
a wasted effort in the direction of the reform move-
ment.

The section . referring to persistent Communist
work in the Trade Unions, when read in connec-
tion with Lenin’s remarks concerning participation
in reactionary Trade Unions, should be an ecye-
opener to the comrades of the Party who helped to
invent and form the pure, class organizations which
are to put the workers on their own feet. The de-
sertion of the A. F. of L. by many of the oldest and
ablest members of the Party, at a time when their
work in the A. F. of L.. was most needed, was a mis-
take in tactics which the movement cannot afiord to
repeat.

To attempt to deal with the remaining points
would be superfluous, for the natural benefits accru-
ing from the centralized organization and the en-
forcement of a more determined discipline would
be apparent to all. Perhaps were we living in this
happy state even the master class would be made
aware of the existence of a revolutionary party, and
by dint of hard work on the part of the comrades
we might possibly reach the hearts (and minds) of
the workers

The recognition by the E. C. of the Communist
International of the existence of the variety of con-
ditions under which the difierent parties would have
to work and struggle, proves that the E. C. recog-
nize the peculiar conditions with which we are faced,
but they also recognize that these conditions are
concomitants of a system that presents the same
evils ‘of wage-slavery and degradation universally.

deavors.

~ Consequently the workers must be prepared for a

universal struggle and to: wage such a struggle
cifectively we must fall in line with other comrades
who are conscious of what is needed, and offer to
the enemy a united front, no? of philosophers, but
of rebels.

Therefore, I am unhesitatingly in favor of affilia-
tion, and I hope that the day is not far distant when
we shall have a Canadian section of the Third Inter-
national, with former members of the S. P. of C.
foremost in'its ranks, preaching a philosophy of ac-
tion rather than a philosophy of erudition.

W. MORIARTY.

Editor, Western Clarion.”

Dear Comrade,—The letters in favor of joining
the Third International fail to advance reasons why
Socialists must affiliate. I am not a member of
the S. P. of C. or any other party, but if permissible
! wish to advance some reasons against affiliation.

The constitution, conditions of membership and
Theses of the Third, are based upon the false no-
tion that the workers are ready for revolution. The
“Manifesto of the Third International,” signed by
Lenin, Zinoviev and others, states: “Socialist critic-
ism has sufficiently stigmatized the bourgeois
world order. The task of the International Com-
munist Party is now to overthrow this order and
to erect in its place the structure of the Socialist
wotld order.” i i

The call for the Third International, signed by
I.enin, the Spartacans and others, laid down mass
action, and insurrection, etc,, as the only methods
and ignored entirely the importance of education
in Socialist principles preceding action. This cry
for action ignores the fact that knowledge of the
road to follow and the objects of the struggle must
precede action, if results are to be useful. The I.
W. W.-is the best example of believers in action
and more action. The tragedy of their policy «f
ignoring education can be seen from the action of
their boasted membership in Philadelphia of 3,000
inarine transport workers., They loved to point to
the job control of these members whose high initia-
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