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Maple Buds are widely known
Bya flaver all their own.

THE IDEAL

Mr GREEN FEEDSILO
1 t is the u
dairy farmer’s
savings bank

The Ideal Green Feed Silo pro-
vides the ideal way of saving the
summer's green, succulent feed for use
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F'! during the winter months. [t increases
I ot the productive capacity of the farm at
14 least 107, and often much more. It
1 X
L] enables the cows to give 257 more

milk than if they were fed on a dry

R el Nl

The silage ration is considerably cheaper than a dry ration
with hay and other feed at the present high prices.

A farmer said recently: “Two years ago | borrowed
money to build my Ideal Silo. If I had done it ten years ago,
my past two years’ experience tells me | would now have my
farm all clear of debt.”

The Ideal Green Feed Silo pays for itself in a short time.
It makes better silage, is better built, made of better material,
and will last much longer than inferior silos. Thousands of
Canadian cow owners have proved this to their own satisfaction. | I

Write to nearest office for catalogue, which
describes the Ideal Green Feed Silo and

gives valuable infermation about silage

THE DE LAVAL COMPANY, Ltd.

MONTREAL  PETERBORO ~ WINNIPEG  EDMONTON  VANCOUVER

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.
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Behind the Lombardy
Poplars.

BY JESSIE BROWN, LAMBTON (CO., ONT.

Picture to vyourself a long row of
LLombardy poplars—a gap between two
of these stately trees filled in by a maple
and a willow—Dbehind these trees a much-
tramped yard and, set in the midst of
the vyard, a little white school. The
school has an old-fashioned air. Perhaps
that 1s due to the high windows, each
with its sixteen small panes of glass or,
perhaps, too, the Virginia creeper which
festoons the porch, almost hiding the
front window. But look above the porch
at the date marked there—1869. Ah!
that explains it. Do you see the flowers
growing about the school—pansies, morn-
ing-glories, hollyhocks?  The hollyhocks
complete the quaintness of the picture.
Surely the boys who come to this school
dress in homespun and the girls wear long
dresses and pantalettes and are dear, shy
little creatures who spend their leisure
time stitching fine seams and sewing
patchwork squares.

Alas for illusions! The children in this
little school are just like all other modern
children. The boys do not wear home-
spun. The girls are not shy, their dresses
scarcely come down to their knees, and
you are much more likely to find them
playing baseball or croquet or digging in
the school garden than sewing seams
The children, you see, are my pupils.

Speaking of gardens reminds me that
[ intended to tell you about ours. It is a
small strip of land on the east side of the
school yard. It is not exactly a new
institution here, having been in existence
for three or four vears

When I came here last fall it had been
Iying neglected all summer, and was a
wilderness of weeds with a lone vegetable
peeping through here and there Our
first task was to remove the weeds.
This afforded opportunity for several in
formal, out-of-door , lessons about the
various weeds we found. In studying
these plants the end kept in view was the
discovery of the best means of destroving
them.  For instance, the children saw for
themselves, In examining  the under-
ground root stoc k, why it doces very little
good to cut the Canada thistle above
ground I'his discovery led naturally to
a study of other plants having similar
characteristics and means of destroving
them.  When we  Anished  our \\uw.im;
lh«‘d‘q‘(uh N was an cven sorrier sight than
before Onlyv a few strageling vegetables
were left. We removed these and the
garden was ready to he dup

The onlhy ‘~[LII!1 we hae
to be Irish, a shovel

al s ’\HHI was,
Obviously we could

not dig our garden with that By this
time the leaves were piled high in the
vard and we had only one rake More
over, we wanted fertilizer for our garden
We got permission to take s much barn

vard manure as we pleased from the farm
next door, so our onlh problems were to
get some implements for work, and to

find some wav of bringing the manure

to the garden I'he children hrought
spades from home and dug he garden
l‘}u-n ome ol them hrought rakes and,
while these raked lcaves, others  drew
manure on a push cart, a wheclbarrow and
a child’s wagon, which had been pressed
INLO Sery 10( “u (fmul‘ml‘«—\\w|n|z«f
M a heap and lefy ther torot, to be usedd

s a fertilizer in the Spring
work was finished we left the
the winter

Almost hefore 1he

When that

carden for

first robin came this

spring the children hegan to please
WHEN may we plant the carden?” \s
rostwas out of the ground we
e rilen ] |
| ' ‘;v \M\"y‘r plot td put son
I "ty Ves on gt I'hen came
task of |
k ) plot I'his T did
| i |
( i 1 Without the least
1 N\ | 1 1 1
d L i Ol dissatistaction,
{ ! ttimyg then
vl their own

I not wish
lecided 1o

I 1 MMatta

50,000 Branches and Local Agencies the World Over

Ready for the School Faijr.
A Dundas county school girl and her school
fair grain

hocks remained in the ground. The

children had no suggestions for replacing

them. They were simply tired of them
and wished to get rid of them. | won.
dered if in this small way they were not
reflecting the present-day unrest in the
grown-up world where people are anxious
to abolish existing conventions and
systems, but have no ratiohal schemes for
reconstruction  after  their  work of
demolition 1s over
sisting that we have hollyhecks 1 allowed
the children a good deal of liberty in
choosing sced for their plots, merely
making a few  suggestions. Most of
them wished to plant radishes so they
could eat them at school! We finished
the last of our gardening on Arbour Day
and now we are patiently waiting for
sunshine and showers to start the weeds
and vegetables so we can begin weeding.

Perhaps the one thing that impressed

itself most upon me in the teaching of
agriculture was the fact that those things
which the pupils learned for themselves
by the use of their own senses were of
infinitely more value to them than the
things 1 simply told them. I have
mentioned the root stock of the Canada
thistle as one thing which they learned
about by digging it up and examining it.
I'hey studied the wild carrot in the same
Way in its two stages—first and second
vear hey pulled up sweet peas and
clover to study the nodules on the roots.
And with mysclf they studied mushreoms
mm field and woods These lhiﬂgS lh(‘_V
have not forgotten and are not likely to
forget Some of them remember the
lessons [ taught them with the aid pf
illustrations, but 1 think I am safe in
saying that theyv do not remember the
lessons which were merely léctures.  This
is, of course, not a new discovery, but
it 1s a fact which will bear repetition
since it is of very great importance, not
only in the teaching of agriculture but
in other school work as well.

This vear's work has not been a par-
ticularly shining success in my school.
have made mistakes without number.
However, the past is behind and | thf‘
to make next vear's work more success-
ful. I would advise any rural lt'dChCT to
teach agriculture in her school. }‘3”}‘]“
mg is a dignified occupation, and the
teaching of agriculture should help to
show the pupils the dignity and beauty
of it. In Jater years without this tr;anlng
they might sce only the long _h‘)“rbto,
hard labor, the disadvantages of (‘Ounnt
life, the higher wages of the towns. l}?“
given proper training in their }'Ull[h t ({
will be able to sce lNlll'.l“l lh(ls‘—, thmrg";
and realize the greatness of (h(.’ 1??"61"1
mission—feeding  a  hungry world.
these days when men are daily []‘;(klﬂg

Saes ) -v that weé
to the cities it is very necessary the
should find some way of !\*“'!””g llP[[ s
population of the rural districts. i 0
useless to ery “‘back to the lanc in
those who have gone. We nmst'[\::;
up the boys and girls so Hl).'”r [[]::l: an
hever wish to go. It 1s a ”-(“.m](c\rgrcat
one whi iivl‘ln‘ tea her can f‘ - that
dssistance., I'hat 1s one ol the lhmki il’]S
I am trying to do for the boys ;m(lg)m_
in the little old school behind the LG

bhardy poplars.
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