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X Conditions in the West
By E. CORA HIND.

Winnipeg, January IB.
There is no lack of excitement in business circles 

at present owing to the embargoing of all meat 
products and flour by the allied buying commission. 
So far there is no official report of cancelling con­
tract, but the air is full of rumors to that effect. 
In the meantime the embargo has backed up every­
thing with the result that there has been a $2.50 
drop in the price of selects hogs and a material de­
cline in price of butcher steers. On top of this, to­
day came notice from the United States of an em­
bargo on western Canadian hogs on account of 
Hog Cholera. This is camouflage pure and simple. 
There has been no serious outbreak of Hog Cholera 
for more than a year and the last case, which was 
a very slight one, occurred 133 miles up country 
and over a month ago. The health of animals 
branch here is taking the matter up with Ottawa. 
The United States are within their rights to embargo 
our hogs if their markets are glutted with their own 
product, but they have no right to slander the repu­
tation of Canadian hogs. Up to the end of Decem­
ber the movement of hogs from western Canada to 
the United States for the preceding twelve months 
was under 4,000, but since the first of the year the

the keeping down of the high cost of living; and
“Whereas, while we view with a large measure 

of concern the restoration of conditions which make 
possible speculation in the handling of our chief food 
product, yet we feel that the continuation of a fixed 
price might unduly bear on the consumer, and thus 
afford a measure of protection to the producer;

“Therefore, be it resolved that we reaffirm our 
stand taken at previous conventions, and which is 
on record, as being opposed to any form of protec­
tion. and that we do not ask for a fixed price for 
1919.’*

Almost simultaneously with the publication of this 
resolution comes the report from Great Britain on 
the very question at issue. This report states that 
the situation as it applies to Canada calls for con­
tinued government regulation and control. It is evi­
dent the action of the Grain Growers’, which is 
likely to be repeated at the annual meeting of the 
United Farmers’ of Alberta and the Grain Growers 
of Saskatchewan is rather puzzling to the trade. 
Whiile this is going on with regard to wheat and 
meat, the millers are clamoring for a return to the 
making of white flour in order to hold the Newfound­
land and West Indian trade and for the restriction

to be removed from the price of bran and shorts. 
The prices of these commodities being much lower 
in Canada than in the United States.

Such information as can be gathered from fairly 
authentic but unofficial sources indicates that one 
of the reasons for the embargoe on Canadian wheat 
and meat products is due to the heavy switch of 
boats originally allocated to Canada to the Aus­
tralian trade. It is feared here that Mr. Hughes, 
of Australia, has been too successful in securing 
shipping for Australia at the expense of Canada 
and that it may be weeks and even months before 
the expected tide of trade is resumed. It is hinted 
that these means have been adopted with a view of 
getting lower prices. In the meantime consumers not­
ing the fall in the price of hogs and cattle on the 
hoof ask to know why similar reductions in the 
retail prices are not forthcoming. In fact, everyone 
is asking this question, and no one seems to be in a 
position to answer. There is not much doubt that 
the need of establishing credits in Canada for the 
allied nations is one of the difficulties that must 
be overcome and overcome speedily if Canada is to 
get anything like her proportion of the trade.

The fact that Canada had no representative at 
the food conference in London last September places 
her at a very serious disadvantage now. It showed 
a lack of foresight and initiative that it is not 
likely to be overlooked by the purchasing commis-

(Continued on Page 16.)
movement south has been somewhat stronger.

The ,feeling among live stock men here is that it WEEK’S RECORD OF ACTIVE MONTREAL STOCKS.
is a movement on the part of the United States to 
shut out our hogs because they have plenty of their 
own. There is more Hog Cholera in the United 
States all the time than there has been in Can-
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