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sign a document asking the Bishop's opinion, or
to acqui in it, rosolvmg at the same time to
adopt whatever course his Lordship may see
fit to recommend,” I am advised to say it is
not considered that the question of standing or
sitting during the reading of the offertory
sentences is one that calls for such a reierencer
there being no order or rubric on the subject,and
concerning the correct interpretation of which
it would not be proper to ask the Bishop’s
decision. The question ought to be settled by
As our
conversation was not private, I as a further
objection to the reference, beg to remind you
that you informed me you had ascertained
that the Bishop's opinion on the subject was
in accordance with your own—a circumstance
which, however great the respect entertained
for His Lordship, would render a reference to
him for a decision already arrived at, with an
“engagement to abide by it, out of the question.
It is however considered that if he has ex-
pressed such an opinioy, it is more than
probable that all the circumstances of the
case were not laid before him, it having been
admitted at the Easter meeting that His Lord-
ship had declined to recommend from the
pnlpxt the ch of posture yeu desired, and
that in consequehce of the unfortunate and im.
proper suppression in the printed miuates

of a resolution adopted by an overwhelm- | for that purpose

ing. majority at the Easter meeting, dis-
approving of the change which bad been

- advocated by you, His Lordship has had

no opportunity of knowing the opinion of the
congregation on the practice of sitting during
the reading of the offertory sentences—a custom
which has prevailed for the half century during
which the late Bishop of Quebec officiated in the
diocese—and which has been observed all over
Canada, as well as in England, with the excep~
tion ir the latter country of a few congregations
in which extréme views prevail. Thespractice
of standing at that part of the service .was
introduced into Canada a few years since by &
gingle family from England of high social
position, and has made little orno progress.
Although the proposed change posi-
‘tion involves no principle, and may be
-considered important, yet a large of
“the congregation refused to comply, baving in

“yiew the constant attempts at innovation
. “which distarb the peace and unity of the|

~church in these days; mwg.\nm4

 ¢hat you had been advised by several members | . -
~of the select vestry, WW :
~churchwarden at the close of a ‘ﬁ
you mentiobed your intention of rec ng|

‘the change, not to do 8o, on the ground that

it ‘would create difficulty. The ‘taken

by those who resisted, was supported at the
Easter meeting—the change being condemned
'tyuaiydlmt-—onlydxvodu ‘l“
mot communicated to the congregation ; if it had

* ‘een, those who complied with your request to

stand, might havé yielded for the sake of
peace to the opinion of the majority, It is
considered more consistent wich the respect
« sntertained for the Bishop, to avoid unnecessar-
ily troubling him with a mere parochial differ-
vence. I may add that an admission of asking a
"Bishop's decision in cases not governed by
srubric or rule, and therefore best settled by
‘the minister and congregation, would involve
the principle that if a clergyman sees fit to
disturb long settled customs, or to introduce
novelties distasteful to the people—as for
instance turning to the east during the reading
«of the Oreed, bowing at the name of Jesus,
not in the creed only as customary bat at

. -every mention of it during the service or in

the hymns, bowing at the Gloria Patri; &ec.»
solitary instances of which practices are be-
ginning to appear amougst ourselves—and can
induce his Bishop to support him, the congre-
gation would have to submit The danger and
impropriety of innovations, more especially in
the present excited and naturally suspicious

temper of the laity in England and here, :r

well pointed out under the head ot ““ Ceremonies®
in the Prayer-book in the following forcible
_janguage :—'* Let all things be done among you
“ saith 3€t. Paul in a seemly and due order,
“*‘ the appointment of which order pertaineth
“*not to private men, therefore no man ought
“ to take in hand nor presume to appoint, or
“alter any public or common order in
“ Christ’s church except he be lawfully called
“ and authorized thereunto.”

‘Surely the sudden and uncalled for alterations
of a“ gemmon order” which had prévailed in
ahe Cathedral, and all over Canadd, since the
«childhood of the oldest churchman, might
without any straining be held to come under
‘the prohibition set forth in the foregoing
passage. .y

In conclusion it only remains for me to
@ tpresd my deep regret at the failure of the

lnianonI undertook in calling npon you to
invite that portion of the congregation who had
complied with your request by standing to
oblige you, in consideration of the heart burn-
ing and dissension to which it had unfortu-
nately given rise, toresume the posture Which
had formerly prevailed, for the sake of peace;
and to ask you to dhticipate its presentation
by a voluntary compliance with the request,
The memorial all to will of course, after
your letters, bea ned ; and as it iaquite im-
probable that thosé lmembers of your flock who
have felt bound to compliance with
your request wm - mow. abandon their
position, I f ﬁ ‘responsibility  of
the present sutn gs must rest with
yourgelf. Those - are at a loss to
understand how* it can be. irreverent to
present their alms in the usual posture »t
the Morning Service, and wnobjectionable to do
80 at Evening Prayers, as is still the universal
custom of the Cathedral congregation. Mean-
while the injury done to the best interests of the
church by this unhappy affair, can hardly be
over-rated. The congregation has been divided
into two parties—members of the same family
even husbands and wives being arrayed
each other ; the energies of the congrega’
tion paralyized ; the cafise of missions injured
by the increased difficulty of collecting money
; while some ave prevented by
the feeling created from approaching the table
of the Lord. In view of this unhappy state
of things, which cannot be unknown to you
Reverend Sir, it was hoped you would have seen
no difficulty, while retaining to the full extent
your own opinions on the subject, and being
therefore free from any suspicion of ineonsist-
ency, in asking the people generally to unite in
the practice which has so long prevailed. It
will be a source of comfort to the gentlemen
who contemplated the memorial, and to myself,
that they have made an earnest effort to restore
the harmony which formerly prevailed, and that
the responsibility of its failure does not rest
with them. )
As our conversatiod and thtis correspondence
has, with your own concurrence, ceased to be
private, [ shall subject it to the approval of the

‘gentlemen with whom I have acted, and reserve

the right of making such public use of it as may

ﬁn:ﬂhnlw-l am, Rev. and Dur
% °“4m"’ ~ Jomx Joims.

We -J‘ M u return rejected -mr‘p.
. N _.4»4

—*?mrm WORSHIP:
To MW of the Churoh Observer.

Sis,~We use the obsolete, vulgar word Pro-
testant because we willnot surrender a good term
for s good thing, on account of its unpopularity-
By it we mean Christian worship Protestant-
ism is but another name for Christianity : it is
Christian seal earnestly coutending for the
faith once delivered to the saints; it is not a
mere effusion of human passion, but the result
of the infusion of human reason with divine
authority. Protestant is a more distinotive ap-
pellation : Christian, in this connection, is often
& misnomer. What is sometimes mis-named

-| Christian worship, might pass very respectably

for semi-Judaism. The terms Christian wor-
ship, these times, are a mere indefinite hiero-
glyph, & bold metonymy, a conventional
trope, significant of anything but the spiritual
service of those who were first called Christians
at Antioch. Protestants take their principles,
not from & school or a period, but from the in-
fallible volume of inspired truth. Are the ex
travagant goings on now in vogue in many
Protestant churches, in which the astonished
people are exhorted to adopt the anti-christian
practice of praying for the dead, are they
charaéteristic of pure Christian worship ? Are
they not rather a burlesque imitation, a melo-
dramatic medley of Paganism, Judaism and
Christianity, half orthodox, half hetorodox,
making one whole religious, paradox ? Chris-
tianity is a system, not of material and
symbolical, but of spiritual worship. The idea
that men, form of God's charactor, must ne-
cessarily give a form and charagter to their
worship. One would suppose, Ttom the de-
velopments of these last times, men had for-
gotten that the Christian’s God is a Spirit, and
that they who worship Him, must worship Him
in spirit and in truth.

The public worship of God may be said to
consist of three parts—preaching, prayer and

praise.
The divine ordinance of preaching is now

held in low estimdtion by_the amateur per-
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formers in our high church thea
appeal to the senses rather than
the auditory. It would seem &
burgh preacher referred to by “E.j,
Observer, who intoned his sermon,
lieve in the efficacy of the glorioy Y

the blessed God, or assumed tha: \
hearers in the modern Athens wer: igilrant]y
worshipping an unknown God, as b, e in
an unknown tongue. No wonder (488 that
these successors of the apostles (ullle the
authority of the church for thi: JBorable
whining, instead of the book that, ifke fol-
lowing prophetie words, rebukes tii; §oning
as a burlesque upon christian instruciof; —In
the church I had rather speak five vorlls withe
my understanding, that by my voie § might
teach others, than ten thousand wordl in an
unknown tongue.” A presched gupekis the
divinely appointed instrument for the Ponver-
sion of sinners, and the edification aid ganctifi-
cation of believers. * Sanctify them §hrough
thy truth, thy word is truth.” An spoffle who
preached with a tongue of fire, in wafon and
out of season, and on one occasion gl mid-
night, tells us that “ faith cometh by ing,
and hearing by the word of at the
grace of faith is wrought by the Hol§ Spirit
in the act of hearing the preached ord, is
further confirmed by the same inspired writer,
where he thanks God that he baptizedfaone of
his Corinthian converts but Crispus, G§ius and

"
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one household, “for Christ sent m@not to
baptize, but to preach the gospel” gdding—
“yet have ye not many fathers, for iff Christ
Jesus I have begotten you through'-&what—

baptism ? no—* through the gospel.” Wow, if
Paul believed in the Romish dogma of bigptismal
regenerat.on, his teaching here {8 excéptional,
for he presents a preached Christ as the means
by which this glorious nation is
effected. This apostle’s comparative ¢ pstimate
of the importance of baptizing ﬂ paching
exhibits a striking contrast to the t of
our Anglo-Catholic fathers '“
the efficient instrument for L
soul into life. Had God's spirit
been invariably begotten throu
not through the MG
could hardly have been

ne dead
k" :

thankfolness that be had
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the Mosaio economy are abolished and re: |
placed by the two ordinances, simple yet ex-
pressive, of baptism and the Lord's
UM«&.MMMM‘
felt, sanctifying and elevating the heart to God,
disposes the soul to offer apiritual sacrifice .and
service acceptable through the offering f the
body of Jesus Christ once for all. Our sacri-
fices now are prayer and praise; now, there is
no priest but Jesus; the. victim is no longer
consumed on the altar—the smoke of the in-
cense no more perfumes the air—nothing more
i included in the public worship of Protestant
Christians ; with them, Christ is the Alpha and
Omega; the source of all spiritual life, the
quickening spirit of all ordinances, and the
supreme head of the church, which “is the
mystical body of God’s elect knit together in

wooden table, is their altar; Christ, not a con-
secrated wafer, their sacrifice; Christ, not a
fellow sinner, their priest; Christ, not a material
building, their temple. Herein Christianity and
Popery are entirely at variance. The one en-
courages us to press forward, looking unto
Jesus the author and finisher of our faith: the
other exhibits a retrograde movement, direct-
ing to the priest and the church, 4 return to
the beggarly elements of an abrogated dis-
pensation.

Prayer and praise may be said to consist of
essence and accidents ; the latter, although not
essential to spiritual, are essential to public
united worship. Because the sweet Psalmist
of Israel speaks of stringed instraments
as accidents of praise, some ngake instru-
mental music essential to praise. - praise him
with timbrel and dance.” Are ot these ex-
presslons to be taken as lymboln cal of Joyous,
spiritual worship? Jl‘lrhm danced a5 a religious
exercise; so that, li ly speaking, there might
be found scriptaral sanction for |, ancing in pub-
lic worship, as well ‘as for musics| instruments-
As sacred music @ud song may be called the
poetry of religious sound, sacred 4an 00 may be
as well termed the poetry of ligious motion.
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one communion and fellowship. Christ, not a sdi

fections ! To some minds, custom acd early
s sociation have made music essentially neces-

y to devotion; to other glinds. it is dis-
agreeable and obstructive of devotion. Some

#f consider the sanctuary pnld and comfortless

without & full choral service and a pealing
anthem to swell the notes of praise; others

consider the ctuary more cold and comfort-
less without &hrist crucified, and a full gespel
in the Puipit.

Under a gospel dispensation, the only
instrumentality essential to praise is the har-

“monious atterances of regenerated hearts, the—-

full chord of renewed souls sounding forth the
praises of their covenant God for the blood-
bought mercies of redemption. Doubtless, a
full choral service has a powerful influence on
the natural feelings; but are the emotions ex-
cited by such an appeal to the senses, in exact
harmony with the devotional feelings which
enter into an act of Christian spiritnal worship ¢
To a congregation uninitiated, unaccustomed to
such & sensuous exhibition and heartless page-
ant, would not the emotions thus excited be the
opposite to spirituality ? would not the spiritual
aspirations be rather dissipated, or subordinated
to the emotions of sense ? Such sensuous ap-
peals to the spiritnal sympathies are more in
accordance with Popish than Protestant wor-
ship. If, by such means, any worship God in
Spirit and in trath, itis not on account of the
theatrical auxiliaries, but in spite of them.
Prayer and praise, in their relation to intoning
and musical accompaniment, are now regarded
as a part of worship done for us, and not by us;
a8 if the whole service was a transaction be-
tween the priest, the choir, and God ; in which
the congregation individually have neither part
nor lot ; as if it was not so much their concern
to understand the words, as to know what is
done—done for them by others, instead of by
them; as though the whole were an operatic,
performance to be heard and seen, and not
felt. Now, candid reader, is it not so? And

iem | don’t you agree with me that, so far from in-

toning or singing prayers being conducive to

, | devotion, it is the opposite ? is it not a device

of the great adversary to devotion, the deril,
to divert the attention of the spiritual worship-
per from the meaning of the prayers, and the
real object of the preached word that makes
mm

mﬁh’m bear in mind that the
‘ mm de-
;_m M. and that a -

r “.' ypor hh
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of Paul's pr ﬂn&m“ddﬂ..m
" and | for things purely spiritual, that we may worship

~h~m«mummm

| our hearts to the Lord.

~ Therefore, when you next enter your place of

m*&ono.mudwofpnyet

to vouchsafe the Spirit to yourself, your

minister, and your fellow worshippers. ~
H.B.W.

Btoney Creek, Dec. 6, 1870.

THE GREEK CHURCH IN NEW YORK.

The Greek Churoh, only Christian deno-
mination unre nt here by a church
edifice of some kind, will soon have a chapel in
this ocity dedicated to their worship. This

uow almost ready for use, ison the

floor of the residence of the pastor,

er Bjerring, No. 951 Second Avenue,
where it will remain until the erection of the
Greek church on Lexington Avenue. The
parlour is divided by a black walnut railing
with doors in the centre.” Seven chairs for
ladies oconstitute the whole furniture of the
torium, seats being exceptional in churches
of this denomination, as the custom is to stand,
or recline against supports prepared for the

80.
Wthm the sanctuary, and attached to the
dividiog railing by staffs of cedar, are two
banners, one on each side of the entrance, gilt,
ﬁn&od. and curiously wrought in crimson and
banners are divided at the middle
nto three parts y%i:;al of the Trinity. A
golden assel dopond m each part, and from
each end of the cross-bars of the staffs. Sur-
mounting the s are golden crosses over
slobo! On one er is a picture of the
oj Christ,” with the “ Mother of God
ild,” on the reverse.
ono gide of the other banner is the'
“ Ascension,” and on the reverse is a portrait
of “ 8t. Nicholas,” the ussia.
Near each banner is a choir-stand covered
thick golden cloth, work th flowers in

tron saint of

different shades of gold, silver, /and coloured
threads. Atthe side of ewh tand, on the
floor, is & madsive silver-plated, candelabra,
about four feet high.

The sanctuary is divided by the holy doors,
beyond which no one is permitted to pass

mlde thoro n by the & rofane, the sacred vessels
are removed e

left is a full-length
picture of the Vnrgiu Mary, bearing the infant
‘Jesus with out-stretched arms; above are the
rtrlitl of Vladimir, Helena, and Constantine.
n the riﬁht hand side is a portrait of our
Saviour holding a globe surmounted by a cross ;
above are portraits of Jogehim, -Bim on, and
Anna.

Custom “%':lm to be second nature ; but is t
always productive of spiritual patures and

Y

The holy doors sm/\buutifully gilt,
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exoept the rriests Whenever repairs are to be -




