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Why I Am a Methodist
LINDA K. HOARE.
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Lastly and most Importantly, I am a 

Methodist because this church supplies 
my spiritual needs as I firmly believe no 
other can.

Ind, above, below, arou 
social, communal, systematic 
the Intense spirituality which we Inherit 
unchanged, undlmmed, from Wesley’s day 
and from himself.
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For the lonely soul, Methodism does 

more, it does God's work; for the Psalmist 
says: “He setteth the solitary In 
families." To my mind Method! 
proved to be most homelike, hospl 
and friendly. Our much-berated itin 
system has this good result at any raee, 
that It is difficult to go anywhere with
out meeting someone who knows your old 
or present minister; the constant chang
ing, and our particular system of govern
ment, bring members of the Methodist 
Church in all parts of the world into close 
relationship. Years ago someone said to 
me: “ The Methodists are the kindest 
people living, and the most sociable;" 
opinion I endorse with all my 
fact, in these days of compulsory rem 
notes and careful looking up, It is Im
possible to get lost. If we are not at
tached to the church In. a new town, then 
it Is our own deliberate fault.

Methodism has made It possible for any 
of us, whatever our gift or power may 
be, to use it on behalf of the church; 
Indeed, there is not only room for such 
gifts, but they are urgently needed to 
complete .the whole scheme of the society's 
life. Gifts, social, artistic, scholastic, 
domestic, spiritual or secular, unique, 
common-place,—all are wanted and all 
can be used.

DM1RAT10N and reverence for John 
Wesley, for the history of the 
church he founded; affection for 

the memory of Wesleyan forbears; these 
are reasons, but not sufficient nor the 
most important, why 1 or anyone else 
should oe a Methodist.
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choice. For I cannot help thinking, that 
those who more or less mechanically 
carry on the family traditions are those 
who will most easily slip away to oilier 
churches, or break away from a religious 
life and society altogether, simply because 
the root of their belief is not in them.

On the other hand it is those who 
Methodists by deep personal convict 
that are going to do the church's best 
work and leave their mark on their day 
and generation, for only they 

iastic ; their words and tl 
Impelled by a power will 

will overcome difficulty and 1 
others helpfully.
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the spirit of that covenant, then we are 
Methodists indeed. Our watch-night ser
vice Is akin to it. And our class-meeting, 
rightly used, is not only the distinctive 
feature of our church, but one of the 
finest means of grace envied by earnest 
members of other churches. We cannot 

go if we are to keep our 
place, and o 
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by its deeper religious life and means of 
grace. There came to me In my teens, as 
to thousands more, a time when I wav
ered, and asked myself this very que» 
tion : " Why am I a Methodist?" I was 
strongly tempted to leave my church for 
professional reasons and these very 
potent. Then, the Church of England at
tracted me by its beautiful liturgy, by 
the reverence shown towards the house 
of God, so often lacking with us, by its 
attention to music and architecture. For 

I weighed matters carefully, and 
decided to remain a Methodist, 
decision I am every year more
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satisfaction to the majority, although 
some withdrew when they learned that 
close attention and hard thinking were 
required. After a brief space allowed 
for review all were invited to write an 
examination based on the notes taken.

Eight of the most studious presented 
themselves for the work, one very warm 
afternoon In the church and acquitted 
themselves nobly, obtaining an average 
of 70 per cent. Their answers indicated 
an Intelligent comprehension of the chief 

•ms in the Epistle. The following 
1st of the questions asked: —

1. Describe the ancient city of Cor
inth and its people.

2. Name the parties into which the 
church at Corinth was divided. What 
advice did St. Paul give them?

3. Give St Paul’s advice to women 
concerning their conduct in the church?

4. Name the chief spiritual gifts men
tioned. To which did St. Paul attach 
most importance?

5. What did the Corinthians believe 
about the Resurrection of Jesus Christ?

6. Quote Chapter 13?
It is fair to say that throughout the 

course all critical questions were left 
untouched and only the unquestionable 
results of modern Bible scholarship 
found statement. Occasl 
was made to passages o 
erary merit.

Above all, the spiritual significance of 
the Epistle was emphasized In its mani
fold and unique application to modern 
life. Prof. G. G. Findlay terms this 
Epistle "The Epistle of the Cross in its 
social application.”

r T Is possible to lead Epworth Leaguers 
I to study their Bibles carefully. This 

ought to be assumed and carried out 
more widely, for why can it 
accomplished? Our young people 
days have excellent public school 
leges and a very large number of 
pass the High School Entrance Exam
ination, thus reaching a standard of 
mental activity by no means low. M 
over, they read many book 
through papers and magazi 
dance. The Epwo 
Study may provide an excelle 
Its members to continue 
activity after leaving public school to 
engage in business life, and that too in 
a field vastly more inviting, if properly 
presented.
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To-day I am not only a staunch Meth
odist, but I am proud, ever so proud, to

odlsm tha 
the church tor me.

Its creed, while demanding full belie/ 
in the great and vital points, does not 
harass with petty dogmas and details 
that restrict and narrow down faith and 
membership.
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St. Paul's beautiful and sugges 
epistle “ First Corinthians," was cho 
as a basis of study. The pastor agreed 
to act as teacher and guide, and the 
Leaguers with note-books and pencils, 
constituted a class. At a meeting for 
example—after devotional exercises, last
ing about twenty minutes, during which 
time singing and prayer for Divine guid
ance were the order, the balance of the 
hour—forty minutes—was spent in study. 
All were requested to listen carefully 
to an exposition of a portion of the 

lstle for about twenty-five minutes 
and then for fifteen minutes remaining, 
as dictated by the teacher, they recorded 

tic form me chief points 
Thus all could listen 
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ly and appealed to the race at large.
It has been the pioneer in methods of 

reaching the masses. It was John Wes
ley who to any great extent began work 
in prisons, hospitals, the army and navy. 
It was Methodism, too, that urged and 
worked for the education of 
classes, before any other eommu 
the matter up.
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We believe It is 
“Epistle of Christ 
Throughout Its chapters much valuable 
advice and admonition are given also 
that has a personal bearing. Who can 
fall to be elevated by the refreshing 
strain of the immortal “ Lxive " chapter 
and where In the realm of theological 
adventure is there such a deliverance as 
we meet In the Resurrection chorus?
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this seemingly crude or kinder
garten method of procedure, It Is be
lieved, much was owing. The course 
was lengthened to six weeks and was 
carried out with no small amount of
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