
CHRISTMAS.

By Mariant E. Soigner.

He who came to Bethlehem,
Come» to u« this Christmas morn, 

Once again in love and joy,
Unto us a Child is born.

So may we to Bethlehem,
House of bread for all the earth : 

Bring our votive homage now, 
Singing our Redeemer's birth.

Born to set the captives free,
Born to dry the mourner's tear, 

Born to right the ancient wrongs, 
Once again the Child is here /

Wars and tumults rave around, 
Blows the gale in fury wild ; 

Falls the night with bitter storm ; 
But the kingdom of the Child,

Born to give us full release 
From the tyranny of sin ;

Born that we to peace and hope - 
May with courage enter in.

Just as in that elder day
Long by prophet lips foretold,

They who to the manger fared,
Brought their gifts of spice and gold.

Yet shall bring the blessedness,
Of a gladness all unknown,

Come, dear Prince, to Bethlehem,
Come, and make our hearts Thy throne.
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