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‘n ﬂ‘n rm-m Conditions of
The River ot '!ﬂ‘-'ll.

i e o8 Derer. of

m:: DIDHIA‘H R, O,
Luos Angaeles. Cal., "Feb. 12 —Under
the ﬁgum of a river the preacher
shows in this sermon the benefits
that accrue to men who serve and
obey God: The text is Isaiah xlviii,
48, “'Then hnd thy peace been as a
river.”

What art thou doing, O prophet of
Israel? Art’thou taunting thy people
with the bléssing they had missed
through forsaking God and disregard-
img~ thy  teaching? When trouble
swoops art thou one of those who
eay: ‘I told you 80? If you had

. taken my advice you would not
be in the difficulty you are in to-
day. 1f you will make your bed out
of thorns and thistles instead of rose
leaves, then upon the thorns and
thistles you must lie.”’  Are you like
an executioner who upbraids and de-
rides the trembling murderer whose
Jife he is soon to strangle with the
rope? In drawing your enchanting
picture of peace flowing like a river
befare a people harassed by powerful
foreign enemies and disturbed by in-
ternal dissensions are you not merely
.adding to their distress, as the mirs
age of the desert aggravates the
thirst of the dying traveler? Are you
saying to your miserable people:
“‘Loook at those beautiful . banks

attred by the river, rich in flora
tuneful with singing birds. They

»

wandered into the desert of sin,

| flows into the wa
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what plain  that falling nlmko
‘#hall go, whether it falls one inch to
thorlghtorommdxtothem of
‘the Rocky Mountain water shod. One
inch to the right it flows into the
Gulf of Mexico; one to the left it
“of the Pacific.
The waters of a river must obey na-
tural law. Now, if God's laws. .are
inexorable in regulo,ﬂug the source
end the course of a river, are they
not equally inexorable in reference to
the source and the course his divine
peace, which is like a river?

You must obey God's laws before
you can enjoy God’s peace, To re-
sist them, to disobey him, is to set
yourself against omnipotent power
and infinite wisdom. It is not neces-
sary that God should punish you for
it; you bring the punishment on
yourself in failure and disappoint-
ment and eternal wreck, Your whole
nature is given over to anarchy and
lawlessness. Only as you yield to his
will do you put yourself in line with
the -eternal order and enter into
peace. I do not care how much you
may think your way is better than
God’s ways, one fhct you must under-
stand you ¢annot get the divine
peace, which is like a river, unless
you bring yourself into harmony with
God’s laws and obey God's com-
mandments.

Naaman had to  learn this lesson
before he could be cured of his lep-

rosy. His way was that the prophet
should come . out to him and stand
and call on the name of the Lord
and strike his hand over the place.
God’s way was ‘that he dip seven
times in the Jordan, When he took
God’s way he was cured, but not un-
til he took it. God’'s way can cure
you, O immortal, of your sin. Are
you ready to welcome this divine
peace, like a river, which will come
to you through Jesus Christ? The

t now they are lost to yow ‘for- L.way of the cross is the source of this

er.”’

“Ah, no,”’ says the prophet Isaiah,
‘it is not to aggravate their thirst
that I tell them of this river, but
to invite them to return to the way
from which they have wandered; not
to exult over their misfortunes, but
to warn them of the consequences of
€in. I am not here glorying in the
sufiering of God’s fallen omes. My
river is not composed of ‘the black
waters of the river Styx, but from
the flewing crystal waters of the
viver of life. I am like a loving
father whose wayward son has disre-
garded warnings and has sinned and
‘brought himself into trouble, and the
father sorrows with bim and pleads

peace. From the mount of Calvary
that: stream gushes forth, as from
i{Mount Hermon flows the Jordon and
from the WAdirondacks the mighty
Hudson.

But the pleading river teaches us
another lesson about the divine peace
which passeth all understanding. The
longer a disciple of Jesus Christ lives
a Christian life the deeper and wider
does the river of his peace become.
It should deepen and widen and grow
more majestic in volume, even as the
waters of the Hudson grow deeper
and wider as they slip past the high-
lands dnd lap the feet of the Pali-
sades and sweeép on in their grandeur
to the place where they are married

© with him to repent and assures him
that i he will forsake his sin his wick- |
edness shall be forgiven and hul
peace shall 'The like a river,
though he had never sinned.’’ l(ay
God help us as we use the banks of

the Jordan or the Rhine or the Tiber
or the Upper Th or “the banlk
of eur own poetic Hudson for a |

', ®aeved pulpit. Suth.a river bank to-
3 become

may as sacred a pulpit {
that in the chancel of Westmin- |
Abbey, or St. Paul’s or Canter-
Cathedral, even though bishop’s
hand has not consecrated it or ec-

Peace  which comes to man must
come as the result of natural law in
the spiritual life. Jt is not the re-
sukt It is not a mir-
acle 88 we in the broad sense term
miracle. It does not come as a
pulous wind which might dig up
ﬂﬂ in some Italian garden and
teeth lift it above Alpine crag
urry it over land and sea .and
‘human aid plant it as an
¢ upon the banks of the Ohio or
@ Monongahela rivers. But the di-
peace comes to man as the re-
©f a rational cause, It has a

_source;- as a ﬁver has a na-
‘tural source; it has a natural flow,
p Jordan has a natural now.
, has a rational outlet, as the

emp“aa itself into At

to the waters of the mighty deep at
the nuptial altar of Governors Is-
land,’ in upper New York Bay. It
should go on growing deeper and
wider, even as become the waters of
the River Orinoco, where they empty
themselves into the unfathomable
depths of the sea. When, in 1498,
Christopher ' Columbus -for .the . first
time touched the mainland of South
America and saw  this great river,
one of his officers congratulated him
because he had discovered another is-
land, The immortal explorer replied:
‘'No such river as that flows from an
jsland. That mighty torvent drains
the waters of a continent.”’ ‘'The
pleading river of God’s peace grows
wider and deeper as we travel along
its banks in the journey of life. At
the beginning® of our Christian course
it may seem a small stream, but as
the years pass and our ' feet come
nearer and nearer .to the great ocean
of eternity the 'volume of the river
increases until it ‘becomes a peaco
that passeth understanding.

Is this increasing power true in re-

' ference to our spiritual peace? As

you compare your present life with
that of your spiritual life ten, twen-
ty, thirty years ' ago are .you con-
seious that you love God more now
than you did then? D¢ you read. the
Bible more now than you did when
you joined the church and prepared
for your first communion? Is your

" enjoyment . of prayer and your de-
" pendence

upon. it more intense now
than it was at first? Are you striv-
earnestly than formerly to
'showers of blessing that

_'.o 1Mt the house of & nnghbor on

whom sickness or w"mthu
unentondmmhw"comlmudto

g years, finds
t)u& his lpirltual natare does not
widen and deepen like the pleading
river of God's peace.

Indeed, I sometimes think that our
80 called peace is not like & river at
all, It is more like a brackish, stag-
nant pool or as a dried up well that
gives forth no water. "’I‘hen was a
very good well here once,’”’ said an
old farmer in reference to a certain
drinking trough. ‘‘Indeed,”’ answer-
ed a preacher on his vacation, ‘‘is
that e0? I wonder what is the mat-
ter with it. How did it get filled
up?’* ‘‘Neglect, sir,”” answered the
farmer. ‘‘First a little rubbish got
in it, then a little more and a little
more and a little more. The dirt
and refuse were not cléared out, and
the water grew worse and worse and
less and less umntil at last the ‘well
became choked up. I wonder if there
is any water at the bottom of this
well?”” “‘Yes,” said the preacher, *‘I
wonder if there is any water at the
bottom of the well?”” Is that the
figure of our peace? Is it a well and
not a river?

As the Mississippi River is fed by
the Missouri, the Ohio, the Tennes-
see and the Red Rivers and indirect-
ly by the Allegheny, the Monon-
gahela, the Yellowstone and the
Platte, so from many sources might
the river of our peace receive the
waters of blessing, but instead we
allow the dirt and refuse of this
world to choke the passages by which
they might enter and our river dwind-
les into a stagnant pool. Have we
become dried up spiritual wells? As

. the tourists dropping pebbles into

‘| arg the drippings of a cataract, as

Jacob’s well have choked it up, some
of us have choked up our gospel
wells. Years ago we dropped the peb-
ble of Sabbath desecration into it.
Years ago in went another pebble—
absence from Sunday school and
church worship. Years ago we took
to reading the Sunday newspapera
instead of the Bible. No wonder that
our peace, which should pass all un-
derstanding and be like a.river, wid-
ening and deepening each year, is like
a brackish, stagnant pool or dried
up like Jacob’s well. If it be not
like a river, the fault is ours and
not God’s. God is pouring down up-
on us everywhere his showers of
spiritual blessing, which we should
gather, freshet-like, intc the river
beds of our hearts.

But the pleading river not only
teaches our relationship to God, but
also our practical spiritual relation-
ship to.our fellow men. - It clearly
and emphatically and distinctly says,
“‘Gospel peace must be eyes to the
blind, food for.the hungry, clothing
for the naked a.nd happy firesides for
the h 1 It hes man that
the first great.commandment 18 to
love the Lord our God with all our
soul and strength and mind. And the
second is like unto it; we must love
our neighbors as ourselves. It is a
law of our nature that peace and
happines,. come to us through service
to others. No man is so happy as he
who has made another happy. No
pillow is so restful as that of him
who has relieved the anxiety of his
btother, The peace that passeth un-
derstandicg never fills the heart that

sherishes  selfish desires or turns
away from angther’s misery.

Are we temporal and spiritual
‘“rivers of life’’ -to our fellow men?
Some of wus are truly “rivers of
death’’ or ‘‘rivers ‘of seclusion.”” Qur
lives are like the stygian stream in
the great Mammoth cave of Ken-
tucky. We are surrounded by grand-
eurs and beauties on every side, but

*we have walled ourselves in by solid

rock, where we can do no good to
others and where others cannot do
any good to us.

Or our lives, if they are not like
the Styx of a Mammoth cave, sup-
porting only a few blind fish swim-
ming hundreds of feet below the sur-
face of the earth, may be like the
wonderfully suggestive beauties of a
Luray cave of old Virginia, which
likewise are doing no good to any
one. That Liiray cave is a marvelous
place. Though its bemfities were bur-
ied for centurjes, yet under the flash
of light it looks as though its walls
had . been erected . only = yesterday
and, like the Taj Mahal of  India,
are -a glittering mass of dead prec-
ious stones. Yonder stand the . ¢ol-
umns of stalagmite as stntuary in
vestal garments of purest white. Here

though the mad rush of a Nlagq.rs
had been instantly halted and, like.
an open mouthed lion, dared not ut-
ter one growl, although even now
we seem to hear the echo of its last
1d, mad rob.r Yonder is the ‘‘ball-
room;’’ Wi ation tells
s th mphludthewriesuaed
and/make merry.
all hall”’ is  the

' 'where 'those

a5 Were buﬂedqfu
ere. m,ths *‘hanging

put 10 M Din Grvival Gates by  whidh ! 'YOU DONT CARE, EE”

11 leave the wilderness of

troub and earthly wanderings and

| enter into the promised land of heav-

en and eternal joy. Shall our peace,
which is like a river, stop at the
brink. of the grave?

We have read how George Freder-
ick Handel on the River Thames won
his great musical victory over the
irate George I. of Bngland. When
King George was Elector of Hanov-
er he hefriemded the young unknown
musician Handel and made him court
musician. But after Handel had won
musical fame he tired of the Hanov-
er court and hied himself to Lon-
don. This greatly enraged the Elec-
tor. When he became King of Eng-
land as George I. he would have
nothing to do with his old favorite.
But one day the King gave a great
fete upon the River Thames. As the
royal barge moved along another
barge followed, playing twenty-five
concertos of music. These concertos,
gathered together under one musical
head, are known as the celebrated
‘““water music’’ of Handel. Bvery
musical instrument then known was
utilized in the orchestra. ‘;Ah,’’ said
King George, ‘‘no one could compose
such music as that but my old court
musician, Frederick Handel!”” At
once the King restored Handel to
favor and gave to him a salary of
$1,000 per year. But though Handel
upon the River Thames was able to
play himself into the good graces of
an earthly king our divine peace, like
a river, shall yet open for us a more
triumphant entry into the royal
courts of heaven. There we shall not
have to play as Handel played, but
we shall have all the celestial choir
whieh sang for the shepherds above
the Judaean hills sing for us the
halleluiah chorus of a royal and di-
vine welcome.

But I think myself of one sugges-
tive fact about this same River
Thames. Though Handel by sweetest
harmony may have played himself in-
to the good graces of an earthly
king, yet he was playing his “‘water
music’”’ upon the stream which wash-
ed the iron gratings of the ‘‘trait-
or’s gate’’ of the old Tower of Lon-
don. Through this lgate the English
Kings sent their enemies for incarce-
ration or decapitation. Oh, my
friends, can it be that you or I
must ever pass through the traitor’s
gate, which is to-day swinging over
the river of death for those who love
not God? Can it be that there shall
ever come a time when God shall
speak to us an eternal condemnation
with the following words: ““Oh, that
thou hadst hearkened unto my com-
mandments; then had thy peace been
as a river and thy righteousness as
the waves of the sea!’’ Oh, for the
peace, the everlasting peace, of God
which is like a river!

AT FIRST GLANCE

It Would Appear That Local Rem-
edies Would Be Best For Cure of
Catarrh,

It would seem at first glance that
catarrh being a disease of the muc-
ous, membrane, “that salves, sprays,
etc., being applied directly to the
membrapes of the nose und throat,
would be the most rational treat-
ment, but tHis has been proven not
to be true,

The mucous membrane is made and
repaired from the blood, and catarrh
is a blood disease, and any remedy
to make a permanent cure must act
on the blood, and when the blood is
purified from catarrhal poison, the
secretions from the mucous mem-
brane will become npatural and
healthy.

In this climate, thousands of peo-
ple seem scarcely ever free from some
form of catarrh; it gets better at
times, but each winter becomes grad-
nally deeper seated and after a time
the sufferer resigns himself to it as a
necegsary evil,

Catarrh cures are almost as numer-
ous as @catarrh sufferers, but are
nearly al so inconvenient and in-
effective as to render their use a
nusance nearly as annoying as ca-
tarrh itseif; anyone who has used
douches, sprays and powders will
bear witness to their inconvenicnce
and failure to really cure.

There are a number of excellent
internal remedies for catarrh, but
probably the best and certainly the

 safest is a  new remedy, composed

of Red Guun, Blood Root and s'milar
antiseptic mmednu ‘snd other valu-
able catarrb  specifics,

This remedy is in tablet form,
pleagant to. the taste and sold by
druggists under thic name of Stuart’s
Catarrh Tablets, and anyone suffering
from catarrh may use these 'tablets
with' abgolute  assurance that they
contsln o cocaine, opiate nor any

mineral whatever,

droggist in Albany
ﬂtlr:h cures says: “1
rious catarrh oures for
ave never sold any which
_@eneral satistaction as
arch Tablets. They con-
ant, concentrated
u\d latest catarrh
a mh sufferers, who
‘sprays and salves,

iished at the gquiek

kg use of Btuart’s
All druggists seil
for fifty cents.

dent results obtain-
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Well most folks do, that is why

"SALATA"

Ceylon Natural Green Tea is making Japan T-a

take a back seat.

The people recognize pure tea.

Sold in the same form as the celebrated SALADA.
Black Tea in lead packets only. By all grocers.
Given the highest award and gold medal at 8t.Louis

BExposition 1904.

RUGS

Either Ingrain, Tapestry or Brussels, any size at a small cost.

Made
From Your Old
Carpets.

Carpet

Disinfecting, Cleaning, Fitting* Sewing, Taking Up, Laying or Altered to Suit

Anyone.

UPHOLSTERING—AII kinds of FURNITURE REPAIRED.
Satisfaction Guaranteed, Write for Circulars or call upon

THE OCHATHAM CARPET CLEANING AND RUG M’F°G WORKS

THOS. . ORR.rrOP &

8t., West of P.O
Phone ¢4

s =

it May be 50 Years

Ere Your Death
Occurs

and your will requires to be probated.
You can depend upon the exist-
ence and good service of this
company, even though that length
of time elapse

[he London and Western
TRUSTS COMPANY

Lim.TED

LONDON ONTARIO

SETTLERS’ LOW RATES WEST.

Via the Chicago and North West-
ern Ry., every day from March lst
to May 15th, 1905, settlers’ one way
second class tickets at very low rates
from Chicago to points in Utah,
Montana, Nevada, Idaho, Oregon,
‘Washington, California; also to Van-
couver, Victoria, New Westminster,
Rossland and other points in - the
Kootenay District. Correspondingly
low rates from all points in Canada.
Write for full particulars and folders
to R. H. Bennett, General Agent 2
East King St., 'l‘oronto

g e
THE FAST TRAINS.

To California are n over the
Upion Pacific. Via Omsaha 16 hours
quicker to San Fransisco than amy
other kne. No change of roads, no
detours, “The Overland Route” all
the way. Be sure your tioket reads
over the Union Pacific, Inquire of
H. F. Carter, T. P. A, 14 James Build.
.ng, Torounto, Canada, or F., B, Choate,
G. A,, 126 Woodward avenae, Detroit,

—_——
A TONIC FOR THE WINTER-
WEARIED.

To be among the fruit and flowers
of the beaatiful southern resorts for
a few weeks is a sure oure for those
run down in health or who cannot
stand the cold winter weather. Full
information and tickets may be ob-
tained on application to any Grand
Trunk Agent. 4

————e
BEAUTIFUL SCENERY AT NIAG-
ARA FALLS.

One of the wonders of the world is
the iee bridge at Niagara Falls, and
a sight you will not soon forget. A
vinit to the falls will be a holiday

spent. For tickets and fall im-
formntlon apply to any Grand Trunk
Azent

The Chatham Loanand Savings
COMPANY.
Capital, $1,000,000.
INCORPORATED A, D. 1881,

Money to Lend on Morigages

ts received of §1 and upwards,
nnd e highest current rate of interest

» Debutuns issued for sums of lxoo an
upwards from ose to five years
m‘tenlt at four per cent.pir annum hal‘}
vearly.

8 F. GARDINER,

IS THERE ANYTHING
THE MATTER WITH

Your Eyes:

Do you have those sick head-
aches? [f so, have your eyes
examined at once. Eye strain
causes headaches, by remov-
ing the cause we effect a per-
manent cure. Wise people
realize that the proper fitting
of glasses should never be
guessed at. We have a skil-
led Optician who is competent
to examine your eyes and sup-
ply the needful glasses.

At the Sign of the Big Clock

A.A. JORDAN

King Street, Chatham,

Hobert Biddell &Soms &

~—JOBBERS OF—

Blacksmith and Machine Work

|z

m
The Fell Telephone Co.,

CcCaNADa
1S ABOUT TO ISSUE

A Bew Subscribsr's Directory

for the district o! Western Ontario,
including the City of Chatham.
Orders for new  connections,
changes of firm names, changes of
street address or for duplicate en-
tries in the list should handed
in at once.
- F. D. LAURTE, Local Mgr.

8aws GuMMED
while you wait

Shop en King St., o
C. P. R. Depot, -
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