
rriiw system an- ntlior vast lakes, stieh as the (ireat Slave take, with 
an area of 10,000 miles; Lake Winni|ieg, 0.4(H) miles in area; Lake of 
I lie WimhIs. I.ôOO miles; Lake Manitoba. 1,1100 miles; (Ireat llear Lake, 
11,200 miles; Athabasca, l.loo miles; ami Lake Wimii|icgaM*, with a 
surfaee area of 2.030 s«|uarc miles

The Hiver St. Lawrenee, with its lakes ami unrivallcil system of 
ship canals, enables shipping to |iciictratc 2,3M miles nto the heart 
of the eontinent; ami its chief trihutarv, the Ottawa, has a length of 
no less than 7*0 miles. The water route from the Atlantic via the 
St. tawrencc system to the hea«l of take Su|n-rior is within ahumlrnl 
miles as long as that traversal hy steamships In-tween Canadian and 
an Irish |««irt. The total an-a of the Vniteil Kingdom, including its 
adjacent islands, is 120.070 aqua re miles, while the water area of Canada 
alone totals 140,730 square miles without ineluding Hmlson’s Hay, 
which itself has an area «if 300,000 s«|uarc miles, ami has an extmne 
length of 1.250 miles ami wi«lth «if ooo miles, while the «listanee from 
.lohn o' (Imats to Laml's Kml is hut 02* miles

Tlie Provinces of the Hast, «ir the Aeailian region, have rivers of 
large size. The St. .lolin Hiver «Irains an area «if 26,(NN) square miles, 
one half «if which is in the Cunmlinn Pmvinee of New Hrunswiek. Other 
rivers of eoiisi«lerahle magnitmle an- the Hcstigouche ami the Mira-

West ami north of the St. tawrcnee Hiver ami its tributaries arc 
many rivers «if large size. In the Territories ami Manitoba an- the 
Mackenzie (2,400 miles in l«*ngth), the Copper Mine ami (ireat Fish 
Hivers, which flow into the Arctic Ocean; the Saskatchewan Hiver 
(1,500 miles); the Ke«l Hiver ami its tributary, the Assinilmim*. which 
How into Lake Winni|H'g. «liseharging thence through the Nelson Hiver 
ami the Churchill; tin- Have ami other rivers, which How into tin* I liai­
son Hay. ilraining into it tin* waters «if an an*a estimateil at 370.000 
square miles. In Hritish Columbia are the Fraser Hiv«*r ami the Colum­
bia (1,200 miles), ami in the Yukon District is the Yukon Hiver, 2,300 
miles long, which carries «iff the surplus waters of a great tract «if coun­
try in Canaila liefore flowing into the sea «in the western aide of the 
Vniteil States District of Alaska. Connected with these ami other 
rivers arc lakes of largi* size. Lake «if the Wooils (1,500 squan* miles), 
Laki* Manitoba (1.000 miles), (ireat Hear take (11,200). (ir«-at Slave 
Lake (10,000), Athabasca (4,400), Winni|N*g Lak«* (0,400), Winni- 
pi'gosis (2,030).

The folhiwing table gives an i«lea <if the size of the chief lakes of 
Canaila:

lilt mi in
*lu" Mimw V»7t i

take Su|N*rior 400 170 son (MM) 3I.5IMI
“ Michigan.. ;t:{ii 00 700 576 22,000

21 Ml NO 7(M) 574 i 2MIÜ0
880 (Ml 200 565 0.IMNI

'* Ontario. iso eo 600 235 6,400
" Winni|M-g 2*1) 30 650 MOO
“ Manitoba 180 16 670 1,900
" Winni|H*gosis 120 17 692 1,996

The great ailvantagc |msscaacd by Canaila over her ohler ami 
mon* |kipu mis neighlsir to the south with res|n*ct to natural means 
of communication receivi-il el«M|uenl «leimmstration at an early stage 
of the ContiiM'iit's «levelopment. Exploration, like everything else, 
moves along tin* lines of l«*ast resistance ami gn*c«lily seizes ailvantagc 
of the most feasible routes. Ami so it hap|M*ne«l that the first parties 
to | tenet rate to tin* centre of North America, to discover ami explore 
the (ireat takes, the Mississippi, the vast western prairies ami the 
Rocky Mountains, wen* cnm|xiec<l of colonists of New France, then a 
very insignifiant out|*ist so far as n*gar«ls |Hipulati«ui e«mipan*«l with 
the thriving colonies of New Knglaml. Marylaml. Virginia ami New 
Amstenlam.

Tin* ini|Mirtance of Cana«la's siqierior natural means of coiumuni- 
cation ma«le a gr«*at impn*ssi«ui u|hih the miml of Sir William White, 
past-pn*si«lent of the Institute of Civil Fngineers of (Ireat Hritain, 
«luring his n*cent visit to Canaila with the member* of that ini|Mirtant 
ImmIv. ami since his n*turn to F.nglan«l he has placcil on nronl the bil­
lowing opinion: "Tlie profouml |H*netration ami permeation of the 
country by waterway* is the gr«*at characteristic of Canada. Tlie ex­
tent of the shipping ami trailc of the lakes is hardly n*alize«l here, or the 
ini|Hirtan<v attaching to |io*se*Hion of traffic from the lakes to the open
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