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thing is really and truly property, wliich had hitherto

been confidercd as property, the difputc becomes a mat-,

ter in which every l^^Iember of the Community is cither

nearly or remotely interefted ; for although every Man
in this Province is not pofleffed of this fpecies of pro-

perty, yet every Man tnay b2 poflefied of it. Nothing,

therefore, can be of more extcnfive utility to the Pub-

lic, than to have this queftion put fo faft a-flccp, that

it may never awake again. How far the publication

of thefe papers may go towards efFe£ting this, the event

only can tell.—Thus much as to my motive.

As to the manner in which I became poliefled of thefe-

papers, I defire leave to refer the Reader to the follow-

ing Ihort Narrative. '.
,

About a year ago, I heard that Col. Delancy («in

old acquaintance of mine, and who lives near Anna-»

polls, in our neighbouring Province) had inftitutcd a

fuit againft a Mr. Wooden |jr detaining his Negro
Slave. I heard alfo, that after a verdid: in his favour,

there was a motion in arreft of judgment grounded

.upon the idea, that an adion of Trover (as Lawyers

call it) would not lie for a Negi'o in tliat Piovincc, but

that fome other action was the proper one. All this

happened at the laft September Term of the Supreme

Court there. And I fmce find, that the hearing of the

motion was delayed till the September Term in the

prefent year.

Now, happening fmce to uriderftand, that Col.De>

lancy had reforted to feveral of the rnoft learned Coun-

fellors in England for their opinions on this intcieil-

ing fubjecl, and. that he had obtained opinions from

them parallel to his moft fanguine wiihes, I thought I

fliould be doing well were I to requeft Col. Delaucy, by

letter, to fend me a cony of thole opinions, with his

leave to fhow them where I might think they woul -

be of fervice. Accordingly I wxote him, and receive .
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