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FACTOHS DETKKMIMNO TYTKS.

The nature of the soil and the driiinnpo (omlitioiis are the t'vo factors of Rrowth
which dotermiiie the various types of forest found here and also on the Laurentian
country to the northeast. Fires have heen inflrontial as well n chanpinR a spruce
type to t,no of p.iplar and also in destroyii.^' the humus which improves the Rrowth
conditions to such an extent. Sunini'' itr uj), it may be said that the soil (drainage
being a factor of soil conditions) determines the type of f .rest vcRctation, the result
being modiKeil by the action of fires.

TYPKS.

The following types of forest ma • be definitely di<tinguishod:

1. .Tack pine.

2. Poplar.

fOpen muskeg.
3. Muskeg {Lightly timbered muskeg.

[Heavily timb Tcd muskeg.
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Jack Pine Tape.

This type, which is found on the sand and gravel ridges, includes a large part
of the couniry through tuwur^hips 5 to 10 in ranges 10, 11 and 12, also township .S,

range 12, and township 4, range ^.1, as well as considerable along the I.ae du Bonnet
branc'i of the Canadian Pacific railway.

The total area covered by this type of forest is approximately 2^~ s<|uare miles,
or 7 per cent of the district included in the " Transition Area."

The greater part of the jack jiine area consists of a scries of low rolling ridge>,
with occasionally a small plain a few hundred acres in extent.

The '' varies fro.n tine to coarse sand and may bo classed as site 1 for jack
piiiJ. 'J is a small area, especially in the vu'inity of the southeast pa.i. of sec-
tion 8, r^.

, 9, in which the soil consists of fine and coarse gravel and larger bould-rs
which may lie classed as site 11. The inferior growth conditions are well exei )li-

fied here in the short scrubby trees. There is no site III here, as there is on he
barren rocks to the northeast.

The soil on these ridges grades from fine sand, !!iro..gh coarse .sand and fine

gravel to coarse gravel and, over limited areas, a boulder-strewn surface. The
boulders are of granite and gneiss, ranging from six inches to :l jral *eet in dia-
meter.


