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ploughing against the spring thaw (which comes in April), mar­
kets his grain, and enjoys a little well-earned leisure. In April 
it is spring, the alders and willows in the valleys are in bloom, 
and the seeding must be done as soon as the sun has softened 
the surface of the soil. Almost before the farmer has completed 
his preparations it is again summer, and soon the hum of the 
grain thresher is heard in the land.

DRY ATMOSPHERE.

During the winter warm woolen clothing is necessary. Because 
of the dryness of the inland climate the cold is much less notice­
able .'ban a stranger might expect. Less snow falls on the 

prairies than in the 
East, and on account 
of the dryness of the 
air, it brushes off 
one’s coat like dust.

Everywhere the 
appearance of snow 
is hailed as season­
able and beneficial. 
Sleighing parties of 
pleasure arc ar­
ranged for the period 
of full moon, and 
the sound of the 

sleigh hells is a merry one. The snow protects the autumn- 
sown wheat from the frost, aids the lumberman in drawing his 
timber from the forest, and also the farmer in hauling his 
produce to market, and so contributes alike to business and to 
pleasure.

The climate and soil of Canada are such that the country 
produces a great variety of grains and fruits.
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Agriculture in Canada.
In Canada, while manufactures arc very important, 

agriculture gives employment to a larger number of people 
than any other industry. In the early years of Canada's 
history, farming was 
carried on only i n 
the southeastern por­
tion of British North 
America—O n t a r i o,
Quebec, and what are 
now the Maritime 
Provinces. Gradually, 
however, the country 
farther west and 
northwest was opened 
up by roads and rail­
ways, the forests were 
cut away, and the 
agricultural area was 
widely extended. A 
few years ago (1885), 
when the Canadian Pacific Railway was completed, practically 
the whole of the northwestern portion of the Dominion was 
thrown open to settlement. No fewer than 32,682 homesteads 
have been taken up in Manitoba and the Northwest Territories 
during the year 1903.
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