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Chapter I

The primary source of information on Benjamin
Franklin is contained in his own writings. These were
compiled and edited by Jared Sparks, The Works of

. . . Franklin . . . tvith Notes and a Life of the

Author, 10 vols. (1836-40) ; and later by John Bigelow,

The Complete Works of Benjamin Franklin: including

His Private as well as His Official and Scientific Corre-

spondence, and Numerous Letters and Documents Now
for the First Time Printed, with Many Others not in-

cluded in Any Former Collection, also, the Unmutilated

and Correct Version of His Autobiography, 10 vols.

(1887-88). Consult also James Parton, The Life and
Times of Benjamin Franklin, 2 vols. (1864); S. G.
Fisher, The True Benjamin Franklin (1899); Paul Lei-

cester Ford, The Many-Sided Franklin (1899); John
T. Morse, Benjamin Franklin (1889; in the American
iStote^men series; and Lindsay Swift, Benjamin Frank-
lin (1910) in Beacon Biographies. On the Patent

OflBce: Henry L. Ellsworth, A Digest of Patents Issued

by the United States from 1790 to January 1, 1839
(Washington, 1840) ; also the regular Reports and pub-
lications of the United States Patent Office.

Chapter II

The first life of Eli Whitney is the Memoir by Deni-

son Olmsted (1846), and a collection of Whitney's let-

ters about the cotton gin may be found in The Amer-
ican Historical Review, vol. iii (1897). "Eli Whit-

ney and His Cotton Gin," by M. F. Foster, is in-

cluded in the Transactions of the New England Cotton


