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*ibîtîon displays thte
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Last weekend's program was onunusuol
euec for a MaLsters series concert. Thse
featured soloist was Ilungarian bassoonisi-
Gabor lonot, who performed net one but
two works wiîh tise ESC).

Tise progtans began, isowever, wiih
Mozart's »Prague symplmony, a tbree.
movement symphony (deleting tise dance
section) tisai nonetbeless is one of tise
comnposer's Most popular sympisonic
works. Tise title cornes fîom tise name of
tise city wbere it wsas first perforrned, byt
bas no progrommatie connotations.

lu thse first miovement, tise orchestra
threw tbemselves mb tiste Allegro witis
vigour after a sligbtly isesitant opening
Adagio. Tisis confidence carried tisrouglr.
to the middle movemeist, a relaxed Adilan-

ZCow Tablh,»net thse poison, who rekLsed to

Ls ESO show )
te, bsut thse Finale, a sprigisdy Presto,
lacked sotnewbot in energy and dynamlic
contras. Tis l ack of contrasi was even
more apparent in retrospect wben thse
sympbony let loose with à truc fortIssimo
in Elgr'. La/gm. Variations.

Soloist Gabor Janota was up next witis
tise tirst of bis two pieces, Marcs' Concer-
tino for Bassoon. Janota demoostrated
impressivoe tecisaical tnastery of lis instru-
ment running througis patches ofusixteentis
notes with precision and clear articulation.
However. thse performance aise pointed
up tlitaitttiook of tise batsoon as a solo
instrument in gmnral. and thse lubile
Auditoriumain pariutar tiese ound of
Janoto's instrument did not titi tthe hall. At
limes during ibis piece thse orchestra,
whicis is featured to as mucis e(fect as tise
soldi, came perilously close te drowning
Janota out during bis non-cadenza passag-
es.

After tise interval came thse secndi piece
featuarng Janota, Weber's Concerto for
Bassoon. This work is ricis in melodic
material andi once again featured many
technical scale passages for thse soloist. A
much better bolance between orchestra
and soloist was apparent bere, altisougis
the limîtcd dynamic range of tbe bassoon
detracted from thse overali effect.

Tise programn concluded with thse afore-
mentioned Enigma Variations by Sir
Èdward Elgar. The work, a set of 14
variations inspired by friends of Elgar, is

fry Borts ZY*Muvle

C urrently on display in the Fine
Arts Building Gallery is 'ViruCTbree.' a tssuring exhibition of
tise winning entries in the third

annual Resldential FurnitureO)esgn Com-
petition in Canada. 'Tiis exhibition is
about an exploration of contemporary
design of fiarniture in a variety of media...
yeu will se a lot of new ias; some are
oatrageos,. sorne impractical, sorte totally
claver. soe avcry useful, explains Bruce
Bentz. curotor of tbis exhibit and industrial
design professor attse U or A.gThse exhibit includes sixteen innovative
piecce of furniture ibhat attempt tbcb

.!botis functional and artistic, witis sonse
Ssucceeding, but most being more of one

and less of thse otiser. However, ail of tise
pieces on display are certainly unique, one
of a kind items tbat challenge our common
Brick Warebouse ides of furntiture. Shan-
non Crossmnan's distinctive »Sacred Nevi
Cow Table for example, would qualify
for tise outrage=u yet practical category.
Made of veneered particle board and
fiberglassed styrofoam, tise table bas four
cow legs. udder details, and is painîed to
resemble o cow, perfect for a- fun-type
breakfast table. Sherry Pribika Unîtled"

iser firt great orchestra pice, and, as
perforrned by the ESC). il was deflnitely
tise higblight of tise evening.

liere tise full dynamic potential of tise
orchestra was finally explored. with tise

table would qualify for tise otally claver
yet impractical category. What-this'de-

imo about a isundred pieces and'tisen
reamsmbied the table by binding the pieces
witi colored tbread. Thse result is a uniuuelv
precious table. ibougis structurally un-
sound, it is aestisetically pleasing.'

Perbaps tise most ,unique aspect of'al
tise exhibits is thse unusual combination of
materiais used in escis item. As Béàli
explains, »designers have always been
interested in tise dynansics of structure...
and try to'do things tisat appear to be
physicallv impossible, or al besi difficult.»
Michael brun's »Met 1 9' coffee table, for

example, is a combination of glass lacquer,
chromed mettl and letiser, and shows
wbot appears to be a geometric solid
piercins a plate of glass

Thoug smre of tsese exhibits bave
commercial production potential, their
real value, according to Bentz, rests in tise
new ideas tbey may spork in tise minds of
other designers

Tise 'Virtu Three' furniture exhibit will
remain in tise Fine Arts ýGallery until
January 29, and is well wortb a look for
those whose tastes run toward tise innova-
tive and contemiporary.

brass sounding like twice tiseir numnbers
and tise strings playing wiîb real passion.
Tise nintis variation, »Nimrod,' was
squeezed for every last drop of sentimtent,
whilc tise boisterous Finale mode a rous-
ingly-performed conclusion to tise concert.

Stem, Berg enthrall Suite crowd
lob Drg/Mlke Stern Qurtet
Yu'dbl dSuite
Wednesdy, January 18

revlew by Darien Salyn
h Yardbird Suite isosted tise Bob

Berg/Mike Stern Bond lasi Wed-T -saynight, in front of a standing
roont only crowd. The quartet

played two shows bock to back to kick off
what should be a very successful tour for
the group.

TliSe wo bond leaders became on-stage
supermen as they took turns soloing, eacis
drawing enthusiastic applause from thse
higbly oppreciative audience. Altlmougis
tbey wcre performing the second of two
consecutive shows, tisere was na lack of
energy frein the group as îliey displayed
iheir niastery of tiseir instruments.

There was also anotber dynamic duo
visicismaeup the. v y full-soundin ad
solid rhtythm section. Jef Andrews on
electric bans and the stuuning drstm
machine Dennis Chsambers brougisi out
tise best of Stern and Derafs intense

rock/jazz isybrid as weIl as taking some
well-crafted solos thernselves. Combîning
tise styles of bop, funk, aud rock, tise group
mesmerized an audience tisai smiled and
sisook their heads in amazement, then
broke into deservedly, wild cheers after
each solo.

lt is really no accident that Berg and
Stern souuded like tbey were meant îo be
playing togçther considering their b.ck-
grounds. Botis playefs were influenced by
rock music, particularly tisat of Jimi
Ilendrix, as well as a wide range of jazz.
Tbey also bots plajeýd with %ilesbIavis
after Davis returned 10 tise music scene
from semi-retirement in tise earty cigisties.
Thus il seems only natural tisat Berg and
Stern bave meegeo their compatible styles
on their own.

No motter wbo in tise hue-up one may
have wauted to bear in particular, there
was no cioice but 10 sit back, absoris and
enjoy. N<othing but the best was delivered
by iisç Bob Berg/ike Stern Bond and
onty one tiig could ke better thon seeing
their.petfomuncr. to see it *auin.,


