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the kingdom, of heaven." What right hias any man to
reverse Ris decision? Again, the Mastermsid to Nicodetnus,
when asked how can a man bie bora again, IlYerily, verily,
1 say unto you, except a man lie born of water and of the
Spirit, ho cannot enter into the kingdoin of God.» Thms
verily, verilys,, of our 'Saviour are vory emphatic, and show
that, though the application of water is neceçssary as the
aigri or syinbol, to le born of the Spirit oaa alone tuake us
children of God. lui a former chapter it is said, IlTo as
many as receivod Min, to themn gave Ho power to 'become
the children of God, even to them that believe on Ris
namo." This willing recoption of Christ into the heart by
those ýof aduit age is necessary, while infants, as irrespon-
sible, are ini God'a sight the sanie as believers, for of them
Jesus said, "0 f such is the kingdomi of heaven.".

While Christ appointed baptisi as the distinguishing
badge of Ris earliest followers, Hoe evidently did not mako
it an absoluto requisite- to salvation, as in the case of the
thief upon the cross. N'either did Ris aposties; for when
the Philippianl jailer came in trembling penitence with the
cry, "Sirs, what shall 1 do to be saved V Paul and Si]aa
simply directed himi to bePlievo on the Lord Jesus, Christ
and ho should lie savod. The faith was an'abolute noces-
sity, and hoe and hia household .vere aftorwards baptizeýd as
belonging to the houseboid of Christ.

How dangorous the fallacY that leade mien to live with
comPlaoeacey lives of sin aud worldli-ness, lulled to seecurity
by the thoughit that, having been baptiz,ýd, their salvation
is assured. This nominal dfiscipleship by ne means consti-
tutes a Christian, for 41without holiness no man shall see
the Lord."

AUXILIARy ýWORK.

f'H10W TO OBTAIIN AND RETAIN MEMIBERS, ETC., ETc.

Ry MRS. W. HAMILTON, LONDON.

N~ undertaking to read a î>aper on this important su"et,
1 do inot wvislh to lie uadorstood as spoFaking frein the

staadpoînt of "one who had already attaiaed, e2ither wore
baiready perfect," nor as eue( represieatiag an Auxiliary in
which ail t~he dfifficulties apprehiended have been overconje,
or in which the principles of succoas here outliaed have
been reduced to praotice ; for, 1 muat confese, that since
commencing to think on this subject, wÎth a view to public
discussion, I have been alinost surprised at the aumber of
ways which have presented thiemaielves te me; in which,
ini our meetings and general work, wo ruight have miade
greater progress.

How te increase the atteadance. Perhaps a synonyxnous
question, sýo far as it concerna that portion of our memiber-
ship whose defection raises the question, would ho, ",How
oaa we mnake our meetings more attractive?" That put-
ting of the case could net aply to ail our meinbership,
because the fact that wo have Aýuxiliaries at ail, implies
that thore are at least a few in each one whose hearts are
so full of love for the Master, and a sense of obligation to
Riai, that they are williag te do oven unpleasant, distaste-
ful and unattractivo things. It is for this clas., thon, te
consider, in their dosire to mnultiply the aumber of workers,
how others may ho led to take a deeper interest ini the
work.

In prescribing thon, I would aay first, let there ho on-
thusaso. By this 1 do flot niean mob enthusiasiw, bo-
gotten of frantio appeais, or intended only to serve the pur-
pose of a day, but that enthusiasmi in the work of Christ,
whioh they alone can know who, sitting at His foot, have
individually asked Uitj the question, " What wilt Thîou
have mue te do l" and who, by patient and prayerful Boarch.

ing of Ris word, have learned Hia will concerning them <in
their relation to Himself and to the rtest of the world.
Without this enthusiasai, any missionary meeting can ibe
little better than a make-believe; with it, ne meeting
should lie positively duIl.

Secondly, let us do Christ's work in Christ's spirit.
Human nature is the sanie to-day as when our Savieur
trod the earth in person, and mistakes made lîy thoise who
loved and followed liai then, are miitakes fiable to hoe
repeated by those ivho love and follow Rita îîow. \Vhen
mothers brought their chidren for Hie blessing, Ris dis-
ciples4 ini their zeal to promete Hia kingdom, and with their
inadequate conception of [lis spirit, rebuked what seemed
to theni an intrusion. When starting uponii is triumphal
match the fervent appeal of the blind m'en was Iikewise
sought to lie hushed by those who thought they did Hin
service, When James and John, two of those who lived
most clnsely te luin, asked liberty to cail down the fire
fromn heaven upon tiiose who they thought were slighting
their Master, they came to se that they were far from
comprehe-nding the large-hearted principles of Hia king-
dom. Had le net heard and indignantly rebuked the
interferénce with the children; had Hie ears, quick with
intense syxîîpathy, net detected above the din of Ria
triumphal march, the voices of the blind men; or had the
fire freai heavea ceaie down to consume thosie who were
net up te the disciples' standard of hospitality; the con-
victions cf the bhîîd mnon, of the inothers, and of, the
friends of the constiaird, as tu the nature of Hie kingdoru,
would probahly have been much the sanie as existe to-day
in the minds cf many whe notions cf Christ and Ris
kingdomn have been prejudiced by the bearinig cf those who
have, pirhape ho-aestly, aimed at doing Ris work, but have
been unfortunate iii their interpretation cf Ris spirit.

Thetîe observ.ations aiay seeta uncalled for, spoken in
relation to our ineetings, but Christian secieties have, before
to-day, been.jeopardized(, and inuc]i cf their work rendered
aîîgatory, by the eutcropping cf petty jealouies, by carp-
ing criticisms, and the mnistaken assuîuptieni that effort in
some lineocf geae-ral Chriestian w ork, wýould atone for pros-
ont nepgleet cf Christian sweetness;- or that it rendéred
insignificant or nerdiess the cultivation cf personal Chris-
tian graces. W. cati all think cf women cf such rare
attainnients in Christii culture, that the very ataiesphere
around thera seerns te invite te Christ, and an heur in
whose coinpany is nothing short cf a. benedliction. Let uis
amni at a higýli dore f excellence on this lino, and the
probleai cf attractivenoss in our meetings \vill largely solve
itef. Tt is net alcuie in car meetings that the, manifesta-
tion cf this spirit can ho made mighitily available, as a
sourc of attraction. As we go out anýd ia at our work of
looking up abesentees, and seeking new meaibers, let us
rememnber that the reli 'gion cf Christ is a religion cf
humnanity ; that while lie died for ai mankind, and in-
tended Ris religion for thu masses, yet much cf His own
individual effort was in behiaîf cf inidividuitl souls; and as
wo tind hearts neediag Christian comfort and consolation,
we will find that the best intereste cf God's kingdom, both
hore and in heathendoni, will lie served by our ministration
of these things. If wo attract te ourselves as ambassadors
for Christ., doubtess we will attract te Christ and Ria
werk. Witheut tenderness, we lack power; witheut sweet-
ness, we shall-be feeble indeed; but with Christliness, the
Holy Ghost working throughi us4, wll amaze us with the
rapidity cf Rlis conquest.

Next (takiing the succeeding points in the order cf our
ordA,' of business>, let Our meetings hegiai promptly at the
heur appointed, and let promptuesi charactorize the con-
duot of themn ail threughi. Where busy woen make sacri-
fice. te corne, dawdlixig must b. next thiag te uiriful, and la,


