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The -Romance of an. Oxeam.-
Dy Charle* C. D. Roberts.

ofThe oxen, lean and rough-haired, one
0fthemn carroty red, the other brindle

and white, were sîodching inertly along
the narrow backwoods road. Fromý
habit they sagged htavily on the yoke,
and groaned linge windy Sighs, although
the vehicle they were haulm4g held no
Ioad. Thbis structure, the mere skeleton

,of a cart, consisted of. two. pairs ofclumnsy, broad-tired wheels, unite.d by a
long tongue of ash whose tip was tied

_with rope to the midéo htfr-.r
axie. -1e road looked innocent of
even the least of the country-road-mas-
ter's well-meaning attempts at repair-
a cjrcuntstance, indeed, which should
perhaps be set to its credit.- It was
mnade Up of four deep, parallel ruts, the
two outermost eroded by years of
j ourneyîng cart-wheels, the muner ones
worn by the compantioning hloofs of
many a yoke of oxen. Down the centre
Tan a high and grassy rjdge, intolerable
'to the country parson and thé countrydoctor, compelied tô traverse this high-
way in their one-horse wagons. Fromn
ruts and ridges alike' protrjided the im-perishable granite boulder, Which wheels
and feet might polish but neyer efface.
On either side of the. roadway was'traýced an errat.ic furrow professing to
d6odt for a drain, and at intervals
emptyîng a playful current across the
track to wander down the ruts.

Along beside the sloucliing teamlslouched a talI, lank, stooP-shauldée&p
youth, the white down just beginning
to stiffen into bristies on his long upper
IiP.. His pale eyes and pale hair lookedyet paler by contrast with.bis thin, red,wind-roughèned face. In. bis hand hiecarried -a lang-bandîed ox-whip, witb
a short goad in the butt'of it.

"Gee, B3uck 1" lie drawi 'ed,' prodding
the near ox lightIy In the 'ribs. Andthe teamn lurclied to theright'to, avoid
a markedly obtrusive boulder. "Haw,Bright 1" lie ejaculated -a minute later,ýflicking with his whÎp'thé'off shoulder
of the farther. ox. And with sprawling
legs and swaying of hind-quarters the
team swerved obediently t- thr- left,shunning a mire-hale that wouid havetaken in' the wheel to the hub. Pres-ently, coming ta, a swampy spot thatstretched all the way across the road,the yauth seated himself sidewise on
the narrow tangue connecting the foreand hirid axies, and drove bis team dry-
shod.

It was a slow and creaking progress;
'but there seemned to be no hurry, andthe youth dreamed gloomîly on bis joît-ing percli. fis eyes taok no note ofthe dark-mossed, scrubby hillocks, therough clearings blackened with fire, theconfusQd and r4gged woods, as theycrept past in sombre processionu. Batsuddenly, as the cart rounded a iurn inthe road, there came inta view thefigu re of a girl travelling in the saine'îrection. The young man sliiped frora
Iiis perch and pradded up the oxen to
a brisk walk.

As the noise of the teamn approached
bier, the girl looked around. She wasgood to see, witb bier straight, vigorouis
young figure in its blue-gray 'home-
spun gown. Her bair, in color flot farfrom that of the red ox, was ricb and
abundant, and lay in a coil so gracio-îs
that not even the tawdry millinery oflier cbeap "store" bat could niake lier
liead look quite camrnonplace. Herface was freckled, but xvholesome andcome]y. A sha.Ie of displeasure passed
over it as, shie saw wbo was behind hier,
and she hiastened bier steps perceptibly.
But presently shie renembered thiat sile
liad a g)31 fiv2 rafle; ta go ere shewould reacli lier destination; and she

realized that she cotld flot hope to es-
cape by fliglit. Withi a pout of vexa-
tion she resigned bierself ta 'lie inevit-
able, and dropped back inta hier former
pace. Immediately the ox tearn over-
ltook,.lber.

As the oxen slowed up she steppedi
ta the riglit to let themn pass, and then 1walked on. thus placing thie, c<rt le-1tween hierself and iher uinde4.red corn-
panion. The vouth looked disconcerted
bv these tactics, and for a few moments

could find nothing to Say. Then, drop-
ping his long white lashes sheepishly,
lie murmured, "Good-day ULz."l

"Well, Jim-Ed 1" rephed the girl,
cooily.

'Won't ye set on an' let me give
Ye a lift thome?*'.he asked, with en-
treaty in hîs \toice.

<'No,"' sbe said, with finality; -P'd
>ruther walk."

N ot knowing how to answer this re---buf he tried to cover bis embarrassmeîît
bY exclaiming authoritatively, ,Haw,
Brighit 1-1wbereupon the team slewed
to the left and crowded hini into the
ditch.

Soon he began again.
1 Y $g t se.n, L z, e P le a d e d ."Yes, I igbht," saîd she, witb whatshe considered rather witbering.sxnart-

ness; "but 1 ain't a-goin' to."
"Ye'Il be tired afore ye-git homne,lie persisted, encouraged by finding thatshe wouid talk'back at hîrm"'Ja mes-Ed A'ki'Ison," she dedlared,

'with empliasis, "if ye think that I'iR a-
goin' to. be beliolden to you fer a lifto-ne', ye're mistaken, that's ail.>''

After this there was a silence forsame time, broken oniy by the rattling
and bumping of the cart, and once- by
the whir of a woodcock that 'volleyed
across the road. Young Atknsoii
chewed the cud of gloomy bewilderý-
ment. At lengtb lie roused himself ta
another effort.

"Liz," said le plaintively, ««y' ain>tbeen like ye used to be, sence ye corne
back from the States.'>
l."Ain't I ?" she rcmarked, indfferent-

"No, Liz, ye ain't," lie repeated, witha sort of pathetice erphasis, as if eagexto persuade himself that she had con-descended ta rebut bis accusation. "Yeaint been like ye used to at. ail.* Ap-pears like as if ye thouglit us folks inithe Settiement wasn't good enou.gh fer
ye now."

.At this the girl tossed lier head
crossly.

-It aipears like as if Ye wanted tobe back in the States ag'in," lie con-tinued, in a voîce of anxious interro-
gation.

"My lands," exclaimed the girl, "'butye're green."
Týo the Young man this seemed suchan irrelevant renjuak tliat lie was silentfor some time, striving to fathora itssignificance. As bis liead sank lowerand lower, and lie seemed to1 lose him-self completeîy mn joyless revery, thegirl shot occasional glances at him1 outof tbe corners of ber eyes. She liadspent the preceding winter in a factoryin a crude but stirring little New Ehg-land tawn, and bad carne back ta NovaScatia ill content with the rnntony oflife in the backwoods seclusion ofWyer's Settlement. Before 'cbe Wentaway she bad been, ta use the vernacu-lar of the Settlernent "keepin' campany'with Jin'?1d A'ki'son;" and now, t0ber, the Young man seemied ta unite andconcentrate in bis persan ail that shehad been want ta persuade lierself she'bad outgrowiî. To lie sure, she nat'seldom cauglit berself dropping backcomfortably imta the old conditions.But tbese -5Ym"PtOms stirred in lier beartan uneasy reseninient, akin to that.'whicb she feitvlieieer-as would hap-pen at tirnes-slie could not belp recag-nizing tbat Jirn-Ed and lus affairs wereflot witbaut a passing interest in liereyes.

New she began ta groiw particularlyangry at him, because as she, tlought4."lie hadu t nothing ta sav fer himiself."-Sadly ta bis disadvanta-ge, she corn-pared bis simpticity and honest diffi-dence with the bjold self-assertion andeasy familiarity of the Young fellaws'whom she liad corne in contact w'tb-during tlie \xinter. Their impertinences
liad lieÀ~ er grie\,ous.ly at the time,but, wiii-- WOîieîh jje Perrnitted berseifta farget îki: ' 1-w inorder ta accen-tuate the dun i f ttic man whanmshe was unx' . b otilk %VA lof.

"My lands'. iîe reit(,teî et o berseif.witb accumffla -c '-a'-,"but ain't lie
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