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"I neber sec such a cappen, an' Ise
sailed up an' down dese lakes a long
time. let don't seem to -keer, no-
how.»

He seldom got furthcr than this,
for Mr. Macpherson's disapprovinr
eye usuail>' silenced hum.

The mate ordered Jock to go to
sleep on the hatch. Jock tried, and
complained of insomnia. He led himi
aft, and put him to bcd in the cap.-
tains berth, hoping the associations
of the. place would rouge him. Jock
followcd him out, complaining bit-
teri>' of the imposition. Fearing
mutin>' as much as the cook's curi-
usity, he led jock forwiqrd and be-
rated him.

"Ye aggravatin' bunch o' pervair-
st>," he said in his ear, as he shook
him Vigorousi>', "will Yc wake up an'
take command o' your craft goin' in-
to port? A jokc's a joke, but cnough's
enough.

But Jock was truc to himself, and
with a sigh he sent him to his bunk
in the forecastie; then,' an evening
breeze springing up, he sailed the
litte craft into Duluth, and with the
cook's help took in the canvas and
moored her to a dock, leaving jock
to do what he could with himself
throughout the night. Jock did
nothing; hc appeared at breakfast,-

time, smiling and stupid, ready for
work, which the overburdeued Mt.
Macpherson soon found for him. A
man came aboard, introduced himatif
as the agent who had chartered, the
schooner b>' telegraph, and !witho.ut1
asking embarrassing questions,. an-
nounced that tht cargo of potatoca
would corne down and bc dumped in-
to the hold b>' a force of m'en fur-
nished b>' huî, but the trimming, of
course, would bc done by>' tii.
schooner's crew. To which Mr. Mac-J
pherson, to et himn out of the way,
assented. The crew- went into the
hoid, and with hands and feet, as-the
agent objccted to shovels, ýtrimmed
the çargo level as it canme down the
hatches. It was bard work for fat
Jock Billings, bringing into play
muscles unuseci for years and un-
trained b> the bolystoning, and it la
sniall lwonder that the laggard sont
withîn hum dcserted its post-at a

moent>too, niost embarrassÎng to

Mr. pherson; for it happened
whe n h stood beside the perspiringJoçk in a directive capacit>', and a
wheelbarrowful of potatoes came
down on their heads, knocking bath
on their backs, and leaving the mate
in such a positiofl-scramblinz out
from under the avalanch--that he
appeared to tht wakening vision of
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leaving the burden of the oid on tl
shoulders f Mr. Msicphéisotïi• --
admired hi4 beautiJul wiite dec
boasted to the ýà* tvf el q4
fully efiin atý e ead'ic'Èeêve'
for this reason, too,, w"'i ay
s orne Sailors Iooking for 'bég'hs;
nceded none with Such a matc.
sautiter%.* ashore with lits ýpel'
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So Jock had it casier that night-
though he slept his watch below in
the forecastle-and on the following
days, when he holystoned but part of
the time, steering the rest, wh:le Mr.
Macpherson,- ignoring watch-and-
watch, took cat-naps on the hatch,
onlv rousing himnself at times to over-
see thing s generailly and to answer
the pu=1led comments of the cook.

The weather remained fine, the
wind a successiofi of cat's-paws be-
tween long intervals of calm, the
passage up the two lakes becamne a
drift, and before the converginz
shores ta the north and south met
the town of Duluth, jock had finish-
ed holystoning, and the deck, fore
and aft, was a glistening surface of
white wood, fit to adorn the yacht of
a millionaire. And now, witb port in
sight, it was advisablc to have the
captain awake; but he remained Tock,
stupid, short of memnor>', ver>' cheer-
fui, but with lesser girth, freer joints,
and several pounds of fat turned into
solid muscle. The last of the holy-
stoning had not fatiguied him. There
\Vas no harder work to send him to,
and Mr. Macpherson's face showed
risgiving, while the cook's remarks
were such as to demand attention.

"Fo'*-d-e Lawd," he said frequentlv,
more to himself than to the mate,


