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We were chetting of the passing Of
Mrs. aoncvad of Nvbat such womnef

had meant t-o tise west. and one
Other lhing led to aniother id a mnai

Pioneerstn< a very touellingc incident in

the life of tise father cf Judge
Metcl f.

Tt %viin tise very early days of tise

portage plains, aid Portage la Prairie,
more tisan fifteeî miles away, was the
neareat place at which aaytising could
be bougist. Thse wife of a near îeighbor

-,khad lest Ler flrst-born and Mr. Metcaif
and anotiser neighbor Lad constructed a
tiîy -coffin, but the plain uncovered
boards looked a bleak xestiig place for
a littlé child. It was night and bitterly
cold, they Lad no borses, only oxen.
Togetber the two men walked to Port-
age la Prairie aid pledging tiseir credit
'secured the material to cover tiiecofiRn
outside, and walked back dhe flfteen
miles and fiîished 'Mie coffin before the

mothe mavit. ÀAwalk.of hirty Ml" 4
in midwluter more than forty yemré
ago mo that a mothers aorrow migbt net
have thse added Mi&ng of seeing ber little
one laid away in a plain deal box. ,-i

Another man told the story of ,thse
birth of him own firt child, %and 'how a
bachelor neigLlbor Lad gone first twelve
miles for theé nearest woman, and then-
without a rnonent's pause haed travelled
ail night, through the dark and cold, te
Rapid City for:tii. neareet doctor. This
mai who told the st6ry is îow a grand-
father, yet, bis feelingm 'overcaiite him
and Le could Lardly peak as bi mind
reverited to tiiat long passed kindnesm
when Le wam bareiy twenty:two, and the
if e of himeif e, not yet'tweîty, trem-
bled in the balance, w-hile him îeigiibor

cýèr.d the. long, dark ocWd mile. o
Rapid City.

The early days of tihe wet w fulI e
of such quiet deeds of beroism and ueigh-
borly kindxiesm, and onie by one the men
and women wh& o -nobly zhelped inbthe
making of the new coimtry are pasing.
Surely it lW high time thatmorne historiai
ahould'tise'up and record these tblngs,
and that a book b. rmade of tlhem whieh
shail be placed on the shelves of every
sehool library ini the weqt.

Of such men and womeu à Sncmi rly
be aid:

"INot as a 1ader «rrneah toheven,
INot 88asa ltr &W a i7reed;

But imple :erc0,,,mply -given »
To their own kind ina common ne*d
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Durig the. firet wbek of Marcis there
was laid to ret in tise old cemetcry at

Mffiford, Manitoba, Mms. Moon-
A ey' .whobadpaseedtLe allotmneî

ploneer of tisree score yearm and ten.
Mr. Mooney's pasing took

fr05 tise province oie of -the pioneer
,Uomfln lManitoba could ill aford to ose.

Moere than forty years ago, with Ler

hu@bmfd and six cildren, oie sa child iu
arns, he camé to the district that im
»,« known as Wawanema. There was
no doctor witiu thint4y miles aid prob.
ably not a graduate nurse nearer than
St Paul, Minesota. Tbe Moone wre
honesteaders, aidbefore comlnig west:
hW: farmed iu tise buEyh country of

W&*ti Grey, Ontario, but evein utiiose
daa that bad been a well settled and
properous country, aid doctors and

n .7ere aplenty. riewui t
lZeBeeing on the prare*whi,

inagnificeut distances and its possibility
of getting lost ln a blizzard was a wholly
differeit proposition. Mrs. Mooney was
a voman witb the real neighborisood
heart, and tise dangers aid suf erings
of the wornen in the widlly scattered
Smiiiuity to whiciisee dcorne, ap-

ealed to lier, and very acon Ler neigh-

rs-probbly the uearest was at
leant two miles away-learned that she
wam a fiend in need, aid maîy a -young
wife a thousand miles from Ler owî.
mother aid thirty miles from a,3dontor,
wus helpedli her Lour of greateât need.

When friendsgathered round the grave
in Milford cemetery, lu the late March
afternoosi of 1920, to psy .&,last tribute
to Mrs. Moouey, among themi were smre
twenty meni ànd women who she had
helped ito this world, not for price or
tee, but as an at of neighborly kiid-
neus. Oie mai bad driven more than
twenty miles over vety bad roads, but
wheî a daughter thanked hlm Le said,
Ote roads wesre neyer too rough or the
night too cold or dark for ryour notheT
to cornete us wheî there was sick-
ness."

Mrs. Moouey was the mother of that
beloved daughter of the west, Nellie L.
'McClung, Who, with ber two'ý%4sters aid
three brothers were privileged te attend
her mnotier's funeral.

Just once the writer was privileged ta
meet Mrs. Mooney. it was a Lot Aug-
ü t morning and there was a train wait
e;fmre Lours at Wawanesa, 80 pi'esuli

mng on an acquaintance with her noted
daughter, I forsook thex flues and Leal
of thse usual country railway waiting
roorn and strolled over to tise pretty
cottage standing in its brilliant flower
garden. Explaining my reason for cal-

I lng, the -%elcome accorded me wae
cordial and kind. Almost the second
question was as to the hour at whieb
I lhad breakfasted in Brandon, aid in-

tantlY the kettle went on. In a littIf
ummer kitchen, and an incredibly shori

tirne a frs3grant pot of tea and a lighl
meVal was set out on a littie table drawr
to the doorway where we coulad bol
over the garden.

Sitting over that table we taikea oi
man'yY things, lier flower garden, publig
questions, the childhood of Nellie, yel
never once in that hour and more o:
talk was anything said which gave thi
remotest but of wbat se, Lerself, ha(
done for her neigihors.

Tise merest glance sisowed berj
woman of great force, character, an
strong individuality. Sisci ad beeni
widow then for nearly twenty yeari
yet there was no tono of plaint, m,
suggestion of losses or -'sorrows. 1

Rler grave lies by that of Ler isban
on a high knoll in the Miliford cemeter3
and if her sprit evcur Loyers round th
resting placp of ber body, it must loo
witb eyes of love over the wide stret<
Offécouitrv dlotted -with prosperol
horne,;, tlhe* contry wiic, as a pionce
she lielPrd do redepeM fromn the wildernes

i.-.
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