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REPORT ON JURIES IN CRIMINAL MATTERS.

Your Committee, moreover, cannot refrain from remarking on this sub.
ject, that in addition to the violation of the principles of the Law and of
the rules of Justice, this was in fact not merely to behave to the people
of this Country in the most injust manner, But'at the same time to evince
the most sovereign contempt for the very great majority, (indeed for the
almost entire number) of His Majesty’s subjects, and to treat them in
reality as if they had been strangersto all civil sights, and placed with-
out the pale of civilization.

Your Committee now. immediately to the subject to which their atten -
tion has.more particularly been directed, bave to remark, that during the
present year, 2nd particularly since last summér, the face of things has
been at length changed in" this respect, in the admipistration of Justice
in Criminal inatters in this Country. ' ‘

Your Committee would be guilty of injustice if they did not ackooyw-
ledge that the care and artention which His Excellency, " the Admipistra-
tor of the Government has bestowed on this subject, have at length had
the effect of reducing the selection of Jurors to some principles of order
and regularity, especially in thase extensive Districts in which the abuses
which-had cfept -into this part of the administration of justice had been
most remarkable, andmoet deeply felt ; and thigin a mauver which giyes
hopes that the fundamental rules of justice will be again gradually brought
inte effect, which.inspires confidence in the administration of justice, and
by.that very means in-thie protection of the Gavernment, by conferring
hopes of that impartiality in the mode of conducting every trial by.
which alone that feeling, which is the firmest support of the Government
and of. public Rlicity, can be crested aid cherished. '

Your Committee have also to obgerve with reference to this. subject,
that in:the District of Quebeg, the General List of Jurors appears to have
been wade with as much care apd exactitude as could be expected 1n
fist attempt of this natuve under the exusting circumsiances, aod at 3
time whea 'the difficalties wshich would vecessarily occur could not be at
once readily surmounted 5 if the strict princip'és of the Law on this sub-
ject have not been precisely followed with reference to the details, the
raes of analogy, have been at least observed. The List ‘of Perit Jugors
ip particular;. containg'in. the District of Quebec, the nages of ups
wards of thyes . thousand persons-so classed, that the Jurors are taken
from the mas.of: the population, and summoped indifferently in the ordes
inwebich their names; stand op the list; whence a reasunable hope, may, bg
formed that verdivts will be obtained, given by, mey, who are strangers to
e prejudices and passions, which. might render their ‘ideas fals¢ and pols
iute the stream of justice. A mode,of selection like this myst at the
same time have the effect of banishing suspiciori, and of ‘disinishing the
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