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North America. The rights of Fraice were very
extensive, and Vere eolsi(lered of gr(at importance
by the Goverinent of that country.

Tbc riglts of the Colonists, hwever, with
regard to the drying of lish on the Coast of New-
foiudladil werc liited by Act of Pearlianîent, and
it is a matter of doubt also, whcther their rights
of fislierv werc iot also limited by the first clanse
of the Act 10 & il Geo. III, cap. 25.

la order to protect the interests of French sub-
jects in the Newfoundland fisieries igainst coin-

petition on the part of the fislermlien of the
United States, the following Article was inserted
in tlic Treaty of Aiity aud Commerce signed on
the Gth Fehruary, 177S, between .France and these
States:-

Article X. " The United States, their citizens
and inllabitants, shal never disturb the subjeets
of the Most Christian Kin.g iii the enjoyuent and
exercise or the right or fishing on the banks of
Newfounîdlanîd, nor in the indlefiite and exclusive
righlt whicl belongs to them on tlat part of the
coast of that ishmad which is designîated by the
Treaty or Utrecht, nor in the rights rehitive to
all and eachl of the isles which belong to lis
Most Christian Majcsty, the whole conftormnable
to the truc senses or tie Treaties of Utrecht and
Paris."

Notwithstanding this stipulation, however,
France, on the commencement of niegotiations in
1S72, urgcd upon the British Government the
necessity of resisting the American. claim to a

Participation in the Newfoundland lisieries. It
was urgcd by France that Great Britain was not
only bound in interest to reject it, but that she
might to do so consistently with the strictest
principles of justice, on the grotnd of lier being
the. sole and undoubtedi proprietor of the Island
of Newfoundland, and, conscqueitly, of the
fishery upon its coasts.

The freedom of fishery on the baiks of New-
foudland and elscwhere was demanded by
Dr. Franklin as an indispensable Article in the

proposed Treaty of Peace between Great Britain
and the United States.

Anmulled by Act of Congress of the 7th .Juiy, 1798, c. 67.


