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Smith wu Sarah W. Bates, whose grandfather on ber father'a side eme from the State of Ver-
mont, sometime during, the' latter part of the lut century, since which time the-family v

'been, loyal Canadians, ber father serving'the, Crourn in. the war of 1812.

Like many. other s>elf-made men of to.day, our subject recoived but a lîmited education,

such. in faci as could be obtained in the publie school of bis native vill of thir-
_Ïý 

age. At the age

teen he entered bis father's store as a clerk, and remained there for nine years. Here underJ
Iàs fathees care he early learned habits of industry thrift, and steadîness, which, have been in-

valuable in after, years. This experience also, gave him a practical business education, and a

knowledge of men and affaim sulch -as caùnot be learned at school. In 1,S61, desirous of start-.

ing in.business for himself,- he selected, SL Mary's as a prornising site, andpurchased a stock of

goo& in Montreal'and ppened a retail store at this Idace. If to start with nothing and become

su.ecessftd, constitutes a self-made. man, then. no one more properlydeserves. the, dLqtinction than

Mr. Smith. His fir.3tstock'of gooýLs was obtained on credit on the strenpp'th of bis father'a well-

earned reputation'amongthe« Montreal- wholesafe merchants.. .But ý it'wa% speedily paid for, and

many others in sueefflion,'for bis business in St. Mary's rap'idly increased, and withm'e three

years he contrôlIed- the- largest retail trade,,within the place, his-%ame being a familiar -bouse-

hold word throughout the country for twenýy miles or more aroun(L. This prosperous yearly

increase continued until 1875*, when he took into partnership two of his former employ

Duncan Henderson and Jereiniah White. >%)metime previously he.had added.à wholesale

branch to bis business, and he now docided to remove this departmenit to Toronto, whieh he

did, opeaing a store on -Wellington street under the firm-name of Messrs. G. B. Smith and

Henderson. Since then bis home bas been.in Toronto, and the sales of the firrn -have been con-

stàntly increasing up to the present, showi-ng. a constant, heaithy development. They are now

locateà at,43 Yon,,ge street in much more commodious quartei t previouly where they keep

on hand a general assortment of imported and domestic d y groods. . They have, by fair;, dealing,

gained for themselves an enviable reputationis a reliable firm to do busine.ffl with. Mr. S'n'*th

continues in the retail bus'iness in St. Marys where. it is conducted under the name of

Whitie, and. Co.: being the largest in, that part of the country. Mr.Smitli Ls purely a business

man, giving. to the management and oversight of bis store personal and constant attention, with

no ambition to be other than a practical, energetic and go-ahead merchant. He bas worked

his.ýown wa in the world and, by bis untirincr zeal and activity bas won success and itioù.
'Me in St. Mary' he identified himself with the

inter"ests of the plaée, being well known as a

public-spirited and'influential citizen, and serving two years in the town couneiL Feeling that

iit was robbin bis business of -,valuable time, behas ever since àvoided oùtside matters.

In politiés Mr. Smith is a thorough Reformer, and -takes an . . active interest in politiéai

affairs, but is never an office-seeker, and. in religibus views-favours the Presbyterian"church,

where hç attends with bis family.


