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Smlth was Sarah W Bates whose gmndfat.her on her father’s side came from the State of Ver- _

_ mont, sometime during the latter part of thelast century, since which time - the-family have

‘been loyal Ca.na.dmns her father serving the Crown in the war of 1812. . _

Like many other self-made men of to-day, our subject received but a limited edumtxon
such in fact as could be obtained in the public school of his native village. At the age of thir-
teen he entered his fathers store as a clerk, a.nd remained there for nine years. Here under‘

- his father’s care he early learned habits of mdustry, thrift' and steadiness, which ha.ve been in- o
valuable in after years. This experience also gave him a practlcal business education, and a
knowledge of men and affairs, such ‘as cafinot be leamed at school. In 1861, desirous of start- o
'ing in business for himself, he selected St. Mary's as a promising site, and purchased a stock of
~ goods in Montreal and opened a retail store at this pluce If to start with nothing and hecome

‘successful, constitutes a self-made man, then no one more properly‘,descnes the distinction than -

Mr. Smith. His first stock of gooils was obtained on credit on the strength of his father's well- - .
. earned reputation amon,, the Montreal wholesale merchants. . But ‘it was speedily paid for, and
many others in suceessnon, for his . busmess in St. Mary'’s rapidly increased, and within three

years he controlled. the largest retail tra.de Jwithin the ‘place, his haine being a familiar ‘house-
hold word throughout the country for twenty miles or more around. This prosperous yearly

" increase continued until 1875, when he took into partnership two of ‘his former employées—
'Duncan Henderson and Jeremiah White. Sometime previously he had added a wholesale

branch to his business, and he now decxded to remove this department to Toronto, which he
did, openm«r a store on’ Wellm«ton street under the firm-name of Messrs. G. B. Smith and -

. Hendetson. Since then his home has been in Toronto, and the sales of the firm ‘have been con-

stantly increasing up to the present, showmo' a constant, healtby development They are now

 located at 43 Y onge street in much more commodious quarters than prevxouqu where they keep

on hand a general assortment of imported and domestic dry goods They have, by fair dealing,
named for themselves an enviable reputatlon as a reliable firm to do business with. Mr. Smith
continues in the retail busm%s in St. Mary’s where it is conducted under the name of
White and Co., being the largest in that part of the country M. Smnth is pure]y a business

” man, giving to the management and oversight of- hxs store personal and constant attention, with

'no ambition to be other than a practical, enercretxc and go-ahead merchant. He. has worked »

' his own way in the world, and, by his untiring zeal and activity, has won success and POblthD
__* While in St. Ma.rys he 1dent1ﬁed himself with the mterests of the place bemo well known as a

public-spirited and influential citizen, a.nd serving two years in the town council. Feelmg that

it ‘was robbma his business of valuable time, he has ever since avoided outside matters.

" In pohtux Mr. Smith is a thorough Reformer, and’ takes an.active interest in poiitiée.l’
aﬂ‘axrs but is never an- office-seeker, and in relmous views favours the Presbytenn.n “church,

- where he attends with hxs famnly




