EDUCATIONAL REVIEW.

MATERIALS TO AID NATURE TEACHING.
L. A. DEWOLFE.

Some of the questions asked in the apple
article last month have puzzled a few readers.
Teachers have asked for answers to three or
four of these questions; but I shall wait another
month to see if more inquiries are made. Then,
I shall answer all at once, through the REVIEW.

One teacher asks if it would be possible for
me to begin a series of questions and answers
on botanical topics in the REVIEW, similar to
those published two years ago. Certainly. But
why won't the teachers themselves ask the
questions? I believe the REVIEW can be made
extremely helpful if all will take part in asking
questions  or reporting their experiences.

Instead of asking questions in this article,
may I suggest ways that might make nature
work mean more to our school children? All
‘will admit that geography and nature work are
really one subject. Physical geography - treats
of the earth, the stars, the planets, mountains,
rivers and lakes, a hundred and one things, all
of which are natural. The word itself ‘implies
nature study. Commercial geography treats of
our control of natural powers and our use of

natural objects. Our nature work, then, can

effectively link itself with geography.

For example, a child may be asked to name
the minerals of his province. ‘As such, the
question is useless. If, however, some object
in the school room ' suggests a discussion of
minerals, their location, manufacture and use,
the question may be a very attrac;ive one. -

Possibly the iron nails in the floor would bring
up such questions as the countries in which iron
is found, the condition in which it is found, how
it is mined, how it is smelted, things mahufac-
tured from it, methods of transportation, by-
products of its manufacture, the galvanizing of
iron, etc. Doubtless all teachers bring up these
topics. But, too often, the topics are named
without their making any impression on the
child’s mind. : A

Would it not be. wise to have the following
material in the school room to illustrate iron
and its products? Have the children make maps
showing the distribution of iron ore in workable
quantities. With advanced grades, these would

be world-maps. With the middle grades, they
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should be provincial maps. Have samples of
magnetite, hematite, limonite and siderite. Be:
side them, have pig iron, wrought iron and steel. -
Have, also, pictures of blast furnaces and open
hearth furnaces in order to help explain the
process of ~manufacture. Have, also, pxctures ‘
of iron mines. Have the children make lists of
things made of iron. As their knowledge
increases, they will add to this list. - Get
tures of steamers and trains carrying iron ore
iron products. Gy et
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