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TRUTH.

AN EGYPTIAN ROMANGE.

A Story of Love and, Wild Adventurs, founded upon 8tartling Revelaticns
in the Career of Arabia Pasha.

By the Author of '*Nina, Tur Ninusr,” “Tre Rep Seory” * Tus Russiax Sev,”
Ero,, Ero., Ero,

CHAFTER XXXI,

THE DLACK FLAG OF DEATH ALMOST RUN
TO KARTH,

Frank Donelly spoke but the truth when
he declared that they had no child’s play
before them, indeed, he might have ex-
preansd himself stronger atill, buy for fear
o.!.:lhrmlng his lovely gixl companion need-

\ 0 .

So on they sped with the fleetness of the
wind across the great brown weste, whilst
the Bedouin horsemen a raised thele
terrible tacbir of ¢ Allah Ackbar,” and
then handling thelr long rifles sent o
shewey of lenden rain afier the fugitives,
whom-they knew well enough to be Euro-
peans by their droes,

Bus, happily. the aimof a lovseman
when in motion is seldom trae, and though
the young cflicer trembled leat a chanoe ball
should stzike the darling of his hertt, or
lams one of their horses, he did not suffer
the keen anxiety that he folt to show iteelf
on his countenance, but instead kept an
artificlal amile, atereotyped thereon, and
affected to make light of the danger,

Fortunately, there were neither camels
nor dromedazies among thelr pursuers, and,
fortunatuly, als>, thelr horses had gone
through as much fatigue as thelr own, a0
that the ochanoes of the race seemed about
eqaal,

But then what if they reached the rail
way station as Et Tarranch acd no train
was there! The European officials at
sucha piace would ocertainly not be mors
than half a dosea in number at the very
mos$, while their pursuera numbezed at
leaat three score, and would not scruple
to shed thelr biood on the very platform or
in the tlokes ofiiov or waiting room,

Bah, this thought was more terrible than
all thas had preceded it, beoause it brought
the extremes of barbarism and olvilization
into suoh clote juxtaposition ; but wish an
offors Donelly banished the horrid
nightmare from his mind, for now, if ever,
sufficlent for the hour was theovil thereof,

Ah, a lining of sliver even to this leaden
oloud, for on the fieroe desert warriors, dis.
sharging a seoond volley after them the
pullets, instead of huwmirg and buziing

t their ears, pinged Into tno sand close
g:l.:lnd, which wras a sure proof that they
were galning ground on their pursners, at
all events for the present, and even® thit
was something to be thavkful for.

On, on swept the mingled fight and ohase,
and to Nellis it seemed as though the tidgy
sands of the desert sweptunder her horae’s
dull-thudding heofs like waves of the sea.
She felt terrorno longer, but instead » kind
of daze and atupor, as though tho action of
her brain had been stilled by a narcotioc,

Thelr pursuers had by now divided them-
selves into two bodies, each trying its best
to outflank and to head them, whilst af
some ‘li;?th distance in tl;:lr front ro'te a
somew, village, such as are often
met with l:n.%ﬂt just on ths confines of
the derert, a village of one storled mud
huts, thatched with straw, witha tumble
down mosgue and a bazar as the only oon-
spicuous bulldings.

Such aneveryday affair was the hamlet
which they were ac rapldly agproaohlng
ander the white m ¢, and which it
seemed to be the object of thelr pursuers
to drive them right shrough,

But why this attempt? Had it any-
thing to do with the great black flag that
they now for the first time peroeived, droop-
ing heavily around & staff which upreared
itmelf from the onlon shupsd dome of the
mosque ?

Frank Donelly understood its grim siguifi- | b

oanoe in a alnglo instant, The plogus was
thers. That black was hung out axa
warning to all people against entering the
pisce, and thelr puraners had divided in
order te drive $hem right throngh the lorg
single street whilss they themselves swept
along on elther side outside the town, and
00 comparatively seoure from the infection,

Well they must have known that to seek
shelter or hiding there not cven the bravest
would have dared, for the Egyptian Ph%“
of the present day Is almost identical with
that which almost desolated London in the
sixteenth nentury, and is usually gererated
in the filth and crowding of the tens of
thonsands ef pligrims who annually resort
to the Prophet’s tomb at Meosa, and the
germs of which they oarry home to their
native villages on thelr return,

To eacape the death trap into which they
wers being driven was beyond the range of

raotibility, fur to attampt to make a de-

ur was to bo overtaken and destroyed ;
and besiden, tiaat atreet lay 2ight in their
course, pointing ax it did, straight aa an
arrow, toward K¢ Tarranch which with its
raillway station Frank Donelly guested to
bﬁ a little more than aleague on the other
! e.

Well, as they had no_choloe a¢ it they
must go, and the Captain was fain to he
that at such an hour all the horrors that it
contained would be hidden behind closed
?oobu and drawn shutters, but it was not

0 Pe %10,

The dead were in the streats, lying In
every oonosivable attitude in leet‘nlng heapy
of oorruption, ,

The dead, 400, Were seated in open door-
ways, bound $o she backs of ohairs, with
bowls aqueezed In between thelr atiffened

legs, thus silently be, for offerings %o
d&:’w the ex; o4 o‘i‘ own intormg:nh.

Bus they who, doubtless, just at the out-
break of the ence which had olsimed

them as 1ta first victims, had placed them
there, were dead wltiun doors, and all
bable contributors to such funersl funds

d eitisor fled faraway or had themselves
fallena prey to the av.ful epidemio, for
though, ms a rule, sthe doors were wide
open,not s Jiving thing was $o be seen,
save here and there a jackal, that aftera
single miff at scrge featering body or other
would :i?l:r h:. 18“‘3::“ lm;vl° mand trot
away 8] oom| gone,
hand 1t takes moupxm a trifls to ytnm Y
lmng? jnckal's stomach. .

And yes the pure fragrant desers alr,
thas swept avound this ~village of death
would prevens the contagion from bsing
oarried farther, exoept ix human trans.
mission, thut is to say, the winds them-
solves would not bare it as they would
wsuredly have done in other oountries,

Frank Donell; both hoped and finally be.
livod that their own flight thersthrough
would be far to rapid too make their contl-
guity perilous tv others if Providence
wifll$ 1t shat they ahould gain the trainin
safety,

I'Ie dl(} :tagt tell al:hi:ix;o Nellio or Pat th;
nature of the grim r which, throu
the medium perhaps of & single retnm%d

ad brought down deatruotion up-
on the entire village, but he apoke to the
darling of his heart auch words of comfort
and encouragement as he oould think of
amongst such horrible surroundings, snd
percelving that, notwithatanding shese, she
was almost sufficiently overoome to fall
from her saddle in a awcon, he urgently be-
sought her to closs her eyes whilst he guid-
ed her horse

Those words reatored her, for she felt
that the safety and livea of others depended
on her coursge, so she ¢ No, no, I am
all right,” and gasing straight ahead be-
tween her herse'’s ed oars, with relns
sataut as the rigging of a ship she kept a
:tkma:o his course as ever such ship ocould

op

Her face was as white as marble, butit

azaar, and even the best houses of tho
straggling sheet were loft beuind, when she
gasped :

“Thank God that is over,
are our pursners?’

“No nearer than they wee before, dear,”
exolaimed Ca Donalty, cheerfully, after
he had just glanced arvound, ¢ They have
united agaln and are following us in & com.

But how near

was equally as 3igid and firm, until moeque, | ¢,

pact body but we have only three miles
mote running to do now.”

¢ Is that the smoke of another ttain over
thare beyond the palm trees, Frank 1"

¢ Yen, darling, and itis coming toward
St, Tarranch, I declare, It is yet many
milos away on the Cairo side, and that we
may arrive a% the station just as soon, pray
to God that we mai, Netlie, dear, and thats
the caxe may either have a goodly proportion
of armed male passengers in them, or that
the traln may be able to steam away before
the Bedouins come up,”

¢ Amen, Frank, I will,” and not another
word was uttered botween them,

Qan, atill on,

Their horses were almost exhausted now,
whilst the throe score Bodouins who had
commenced the chase, barely one soore were
nog mtilf' h eringl. thel

ut these hun eV y on their
track, snd whnglfp: single one of their
horaes gave in, for the rost could not aban.
don itsrider, who ever he or she might be.

Aud now thers came another trlal, The
desert vanlehed beneath their horses hoofs,
and in its place the exhausted steeds had to
reel rather than gallop over the soft brown
hervy ground, where the stubble of last
year's crops of d’hourrs, malse and safra
stuck up like so many buyonets,

By the meroy of heaven they atill kept
their feet, though their starting syebal
were all bioodshot, whiiat blood also ming-
led with the foam that thoy scattered
showers of seoming snowflakes over thelr
moist, dark coats,

Now they sweep In turn throngh the tufts
of sugar cane, under the low spreading
branches of date trees, and past greas tufte
of balm shrubs, whilst halt & mile in their
front, gleaming like molten sllver in the
moonlight, they see the Nile, rushing bz
the feathery , and the flowering caw!
troe, and nearer to them yet stands the lit-
tle wooden railway station withits long ex-
tention platforms, beth of which appear to
be quite cmaptv,

Bat ah { a shrill whistle and a vast levia.
than apitting fire as he comes racing with a
roar along the iron road. God! the station
i atill more than a quarter of a mite away.
Whichwill arrive there first ?

The train alackened apesd ; that is some-
thing, for they tear along, if possible, at &
greater rate thun ever sinos they can't
shake the Bedouins off ox distance them in
any de materially, and may they not
be gulding them on to the slaughter of all
who are in the train?

Ah, down goes & horse.

Itis Nellie's.

She on her back on the ground to all ap-
poarances stunned,

But in an instant Frank Donelly is also on
the ground, lifts her on his own horse, for
her's will never gallop more, and mounting
behind her the flight is resumed, Pat re-
solved that he escape or die with his
master,

Has that minute’s loss of time sacrificed
their lives ? .

The train ix in the atation, whilst they
aro atill a couple vfhundred yards the efrom,
and the foremost of the Bedoulns about
twics as many in the rear.

Bat whilst Frank kad been lifting up Nel-
lie, his man had been fastening a cheap,
ootton, gaudy Unlon Jack pocket handker-
chief that he happily had about him, on to
tho head of his 1ance, and now he flruriahed
it madly ou high, at the same time ahouting
with the fnll force of his lungs.

The train had begun to move on, but hap-
pily both guard and engine driver at the
same instant saw all and comprehended all.

Knowing that there were some revolver-
armed Euro| and Americans within the
long line of oars, they ventured on thelr
own reaponaibllity to stop the train,

OHAPTER XXXIIL
STEAM AGAINST HORSEFLESH~—ALEXANDRIA,

No sooner were the cars again at a stand-
atill than the stationmaater and the two
Euro‘ron porters dashed into them, declar-
ing that they weren't going to remain there
to be massacred, for by now the fugitives
werespurring their horses on to the plat-

Lo, ‘somlng ormanlog Shrough tho wogat
view, oo oras ] 0 8y
csane with oath snd yoﬁ, Y rolﬁng of eyog,‘:
ﬂmhlnst;fi auth and a wild brandishing of

an (

o m, and the wild

shrieked, rather than shcuted, fully bellev-
ln%that they wers yot in time,
ravo au any of the dauntless thres who

in olden times held the bridge ot Rome

} the Jett

4 Allah Ackbar! Dour! Dour!” they]little

'agdnt Lars Porsena and his countless
| hoats, was the gollant Englich rallroad guard

or conduotor, whs stood alone ¢n that em%:y

latform, with the door of his van open be-
Rlnd him, and the whistle in his haad one
blow on which would have sent his train
whirling along the fron rails to certain safety
and almoat as brave was the grimy engine
driver, who In sucha terrible moment did
not urgo his great steam horne forward even
wi thout.orders,

But, instead of ylelding to craven fears,
he justsald quletly to his stoker, ¢ Shovel
f g o i Lk b

ght my pipe,” and lig p
remarkable co%; ohap did, while alt” that
juncture the guard shouted out:

$‘Women and children orouch down in the
oars, Men who have firearms stand to the
window and use them if you see cocasion.”

Then he ran forwari, laid hold of Nellle
Trozzar, lugged her off the saddle In front
of her lover, snd whils$ running with hor
towards his car and shoul ¢ Quiok 1" he
itohed or rather launched the still unoon-
solous girl into his van, (for there wasno
tlme to Iay her down tenderly.)

Then he blew his whistie shrilly as Jap-
tain Dovelly and Pas Monaghan rushed in
after ber, and drepped it with a ahrick as &
Bsdouln rifle rang out snd a bullet passed
through his arm at the slbow,

Another Instant, however, and Pat and
his master both had hold of him by the col-
lar, snd luiglng him Into thecar between
them, Frank closed and fastened the door
as the train went puffing and panting on
alongslde tbe platform,

The Bedouins were mad with chargrinand
rage.

'.l‘neﬁad missed their “}my by not more
than ta minute at the most, and the
capture of thelr horves seemed to afford them
very inoonsiderable eatiafaction.

ith yells and howls they toro along the
Iatform, some thrusting their long lances
at the windows and others ficing thelr
rifles into the oarrhg::. but the greater
number trying their utmost with those same
rifles to shoot the men on the engine, who,
however, squatted as much as possible be-
neath the stout iron work, and so cffectual-
ly cheated bullets of their intended billets,

Youn would have thooght that thowe
swarthy warriors of the desert were devils
instead of human beings, so truly demonic
ware thelr facesand their sotions, but that
they were mortal was evidenoed by the
manner in which some of them were knock-
od over by the few hullets that were now

at them from the train window,

for the general disarming cf Europeans at
Calro in the morning had a&xievented fire-
plen

arms from bolnﬁ.v amongst the
Mon, whilst Captain Donelly snd Pat
onaghan made the dlscovery at the same

moment that all their ammunition was gone,
which would have been most awkward
under other clrcumatances,

The train, however, had now taken up
the nmnlnf. and was clear away, rapidly
in ta spsed from twelve to fifteen,
from fifteen to swenty and from twenty to
twenty-milea an hour, and with no further
hurt than a slight splintering of wood and &
wholesale shatterlog of glass bade ite Be.
douln assailan's & snor! ‘ug, rumbling, steam-
blowlns, fira-spllling ¢ 4 all t~gother scorn.
fal g=od-night.

Out into the dimsndsilent night. What
a changa of scens |

The desert had been as completely left be-
hind as the desert warriors, and the moon
shone down on the silvery waters of the
Nu.{ fowing betwean verdant banks, where
an almoat continuouns fiinge of sycamores,
aooacias and tall feathery palms nodded to.
wards the rippling on mumuring waves,

Now and then a village of mud walls and
atraw roofs wou'd sppear on the right or
of the lirs, with the dome and
minarets of its motque rhing from the
oentre of & grove of date trees, or the tomb
of some saint would flash whitely for an in-
stant on one alde or the other and dlsappear.
MBnt hl::ﬂlel‘ Otphl:t l}onol: u;:'j’:t

onag ought for the
aocenery, for the latter was fretting over ttg
death of one horse axd the lowo! snother,
alnos a good soldier loves his horse as he
loves his mistress, while the youog officer's
whole attentionand aoxiety was centered
in Nellie, who seemed as though ste never

tended to ocome out of her swoon, and

who looked deatbly pale by the light of the

by smoky parafine lamp that was hung ap
0 AL,

As for the brave guard himself, Capiain
Donelly and his men had seen to l:llwound

between them had akilfally got the bullet



