
T1HE GLOWWORM

The Sisters of Tregarthen.
Il>' tic Atior of - 'r LA!'v oi' Titai FeLi. flevsar.*

t:.S MAÏ%Aatl; uit. 'rama: Dr.Anîa.W'Àu. arix t
~~~~' ril .. A t1a %«î~îTuttyv, t.

" Iearest Isabel-- 1 ait about ta ivrie te yen
on in affair ef importance ; but, before cornimniencing the business part, a spirit afi nischîcf
pîrompts Ie te cave yau a puzzle te salve. I
trust te your Iîonor te record your liontst guebs
iii the space I shall Icave for tabat purpase.
Thli riddle is tu fand out wberce 1 alti ai the
harceet timte.

ITht apartinett in wliichi 1 find anyself is a
large and iofi>- hall, %villa a vaulted roaf, every
bean -and raiter of whicb is aise of black, oak,
nicbîy carvad. Tht wvalls are panielled wvitb oak,

%va itla age ; a. tsavc constant repeta-
tiens, I inay sa>' ai onre abaat, wberever there as
space for a bit of carvang, thtre i is te be found.
AIU this gives an indescribable tune of nichînebs
and beaut>' ta the wbaile place, in spite of the
dusi and diri accuinuiated dunîng ycars of neg-
iect. The windowvs are filIled %villa stained glass,
%lîicli would lie beautifual if te îlîîck conting cf
dusi wa reainov cd. Tht walls must be quite
six fect îbick, and the %vide low windowv-seats
wouid afford delightful reading snuggeries, if
they %vert dcana and the windowvs glazed. Once
more I nînst mention the carviaig, but i as enly
au alhade te the exquisi beauîy of the anantel-
piece. 1 cannai atteîîîpt te descnibe ih. It
zaîust be sceri te be coanprehcended in ils inar-
vellous derails. Bcneath it yawvns a noble oId
farcplace cl,el feet wide,wiilî a cos)- oak seutle
on c-acha side. opposite te the windows a %vide
flighît of sha.llcwv staîrs, with massive balusters,
ends in a plaiforan, bcyond which is a1 recess,
filled îvith a swvecî-toncd but sadi>' dilapidated
ergan. Frean ibis plaufonni the stairs branch
aif tu rij-lît and left, lcading te tht casi and
iwest wvings. The rooms in tht cast wing are
tvhoily abandonedl te the bais and er.ls and
the *.-bemiai:puien of dcý,olation.' On tht vcst
side there ire tuwo spacious bed-chambers, still
habitable, ane furisishcd .vith pondeneus che-sus
ni drawcrs, ivardrobts, and litavy> laigh-backcd
chairs. litre, as belov, evcrything is disfilgured
b>' the dust and dira ai a hundred )-cars. Tht
remains cf furniture in ibis beautifial cld hall
cansisi cf tht frag~ments af what %vas ence a
largeý table, sone fraines oi ancient chairs-I
a- n siîîing on tht anî>' anc that bas a seat-tht
farne ai a %vonderfnl eld scfa, and the remains
ai a large ma-n)-.Ieave-d scrcen, which I have
flot venturcd te disîurb !est I sbouid bc smeîb-
cred by clouds of dust 1 for this glaons aid
place bas been used aï,a barn for thint>' years.
And new, ni>vdear Isabel, tell nie candih
wvhere yen ibink, I arn"

In the blank space whicb %vas lefi at the bai-
tam of :iîis page tht wriicr of tht above subse-
quentl>' rend these word;, wnitten in ber carres-
pendent's bold and legible characters;

"My bltssed Saine>' Camp' Yuaecie.l
payhng a visit te your frhend, Mmrs Harris ,
%vhict stes well beknewn te yau abat I don't be-
lieve uhere's ne sich a pusson. Stnions>', ni>
dearest sister, h think voen are geing te %%rite a
novel, and ibis is the conmnencemnent. Ami 1

*' And naw for serious business. Von are
avare abat ni> lasi engagement w,-as bath tedi-
ans and extremel>' arduaus. WNhtn ai lenguli
my dean young patient was preneunced cen-
?.alescent, and was erdered te tht Riviera te
cemplete ber cure, the three great dec'ers who
went te tht North te give that favorable verdict
sat upon poor me, gratis, and uanaimusl>' dc-
cided that h nînst take a complete rest for ai
least three n:onihs, under penalty af falling a
victint te a nti-vaus cemplaint frein wbich h

rnih:ntvr holly rtcovtz. Tuiey saidlI ad
evnuxd i- rstrtnguh b>' unceasing devotion
te ni> dut>', and that nothing but absolute resu
would restant toile to ni> nerves. ' Go te
Brighton,' said ene, 4 and amuse yeurself w6iîh

ils gictits.1 I told hua that if thert %%as, ont
place I deuestedl mare ulian aneuher, il as
London-super-MaI.re, mith its crowds of trippers.

1 Thlen finit a quiet place by the sea.side,' lie
said. ' and rcad noveis.' 1 Vas,' said another,
1 take a strong dose of Rider Haggard ta begin
wi'.h.' 1 ovned that that %vas a reniedy which
it %vas impossible ta refuse WVbat %vas more ta
tie purpose, they, ont and ail promised that, as
soon as 1 %vas fit te resunme %vork, they %vould
recoanmend nie, adding ilany complimnnary
flourisiies about the favorable resuit of the
presenit case being aç much due te my care as
to Ille-' own prescriptions. 1 received thair
raie wvith ail due lîumility, :liougb quite con-

vicd'in i> ain nîind ' abat they were de-
served, enly it %vould flot have been politic te
,et theni into the secret.

Il*Thcy- niust have told aIl tbis te tlîe Earl, for
bis iordship did me the lionor of handing mie
into the carniage, and, after an elaboraie spe~ch
about the gratitude %vllich lie and the Countess
Inust nilways féed totvards mae. lie laid an enave-
lape in smy lap, saying il contained a slight
token af their esttem, whicli lie hoped migbit be
af use during the cnforced period ef rest which
mny devotion ta their daughter bail rendered
necessary. Ali ibis was ver>' pleasant ; but
1 badl already been handscmely- paid. The
Cauntess had miade me a prescrnt of a beautiful
watch and chain, and my sweet piatient had
given me several articles efjetwelry. Y'ou may
bc sure I %vas net out of the gates t 'ore 1
epened the envelope, wvhich, ta nmy delight
and astonishmient, 1 four.d te centain a cheque
for thrae hundred pounds. This %vas indeed
prince>' treatinent. 1 wrote a short note of
grateful tbanks and sent it back, by the coach-
man. Then off wvith aIl spced te London, for
Sylvia's iast letter had mtade me anxious about
ilme child's heaîth. 1 would flot even break my
journey te pay you a visit in yeur out-ef.the-wvay
cerner among, the wvilds of Northumberland, for
that %veuld meai twe or ibarce days' delay.

"I wLas ver>' glad 1 had lest ne aime, fer 1
found the poor Iitile danling had beena %vor!ing
herseif ta a shadowv for a bare pittance, paint-
inz, Christ nias and birthday cards -rea.Iy- levely
Iitle things-for such miserable termes that she
couid enly pa>' the rent cf ber single ront and
bu>' tea and bread, flot always; butter. 1 liad
more than once efféred la send bier mna>'z, but
the poer dear child uished te bc indepeisdcnt !

Il l was a niedest icquest fer a sovirtreign,
because she did netl feel quite w-ell or strong.
ahat had roused my fears that îieac %%as saine-
thing amiss with ber. Besides, 1 ceuid rend
between the lines. As 1 received ber ]eiter
c.ily on the rnorning of ni> deparaure. 1 was
able ta answer it in persan. The darlirg was
delighted te ste me, and 1 %%as delighied abat
1 had net wasted a single heur on the read.
Imagire ourjovaus littie Sylvia thin and paie,
and -. ithdrooping meuth! I hopelImaynzver
again have cause te feel %uch bitter self-
repreach as 1 endured when 1 saw ber. I
enghnte boave feresten and preverrted il. And
she hall a nasty îeasing cougb, and might bc
aiready far gene in consumiption! hItuas same
consolation te sec ber eaî a hearty breakfast,
and then I carried ber off te censuit my fiend,
Dector Richards. H exanined ber :beroughly,
tnd 14-as kind cneugh te give: me a lecture en the
use of the stcîhoscepe %tith practical illustrations
of the most satisfactary nature, for tht>' ail went
ta support bis epinion that my ditrling bas net
the faintest trace cf discase about ber. 1 had,
of course, given him the eture history cf the
case, wvithout any rrserv4, se he knew abat she
hart been starving herscif. 'Cod-liver l! ? lie
repeated denisivel>', when h sul'gested the daint>'
as being probab>' useful. «N'ai a 'bit cf it !
New milk . plenty cf it. Devonshire creani, if
yeu like. No drîigs wanttd. Find a nice sandy
sher, where she can hutnt for sea-antmones ail
day long. I'lenty of gocd food wvill do the
test. No mare work fer a Irne, or onl>' such
a smalî amount cf sketching as she: ray have
an absolute wish for. The smie kmnd cf
place wiII suit you, Jnadam ; aîîd the care
cf yeur sisier wIll be a pleasant occupation,
without overuaxing your strength. Feel Frein
yeu, Miss Con roy. Certainly flot!' Then up
and spake aur Syliia, just lilce the saucy
Sylvia cf aid days, and, said she, «If 1 cars
malce a really nice litile water-color drawing of
saine pretty view, will yen do me the faver te

accep il, sir?' 'XVith itifinite gratitude, îny
dear child ; and I will treasure it ta the end of
rnytlue. There, t.ke ber away, Mliss Conroy-
take bier away I I must net forget iliat I ani a
married man, and I shall be falIing in love vitba
bier if she stays hert niucli longer. Good-bye ;
Hjeaven bless you both ! Ileport progress froi-
timie te time.'

"The deargood mari! ie can'rbe farfronti
sixty, and bie is fat and bald. But I beieve
that dainty litile Sylvia, wbeo censiders ever>'
nian under flve-and.twenty a 'arc boy,' wvould
have been quite %viliing, baci there been ne 'Mrs.
Richards in existence, ta recipracate biis attacb-
ment. Girls are such queer creatures. 1 knew
a yeung lady once whe %vas an love wiîh Count
Fosca !

" Wher we leit Dr. Richardse bouse 1 felt se
ligbt-hearted that I could bave floated aven the
top of St. Paul's. Luckily I had duties te bind
nie ta eartb, se 1 folded m> wings anti settled
down te an earnest consideration af wvays and
means. We speni abat aftenneon in searcbang
the papers for advertiscanents and ansvcring a
few, and aise in removing Sylvia's belongings ta
îwo corrafortable rmoins on the rarst fluor, wbach
I took for a week, for I wanued a litile lime tu
complete my plans. I had an abject in vieur,
but could net sec txacîl>' howv ta attain it. On
ane point oaly was I fulI>' dcteniined, anad abat
%vas tabat Sylvia should never again be Ieft te
ber own devices. Thtis rnight be secured by
futding saine agrecable famil %villa %%-ain ta
board, where she ceuld be laoked aiter during
my prefessienal absences. But tht child years
for faznily love, whicli cannai be bougb: and
paid for. Besides, therc would bc a constant
eutlay, wvithout anything being 1.ecured tewards
iny main abject, wbich is nothing more or less
than ibe formation cf a haine. %erM' humble it
must of, necessity bc at lirst ; but i w-ouid net
deserve the name, or be reailly a home, unless
we were aIl.threc ini it. I don't daubt yeur
readiness te adopt any plan ibat would fre yau
freont yur prescrnt heuseef bandage, ivhcre I
knaw yen arc underpaid, and whcrc I suspect
yen are aise underfed and averwerked. Vet
yen have toc niuch good stase ta drap cvcn a
srnall substance te snatch at -a shadew. Tliere-
fore, when I have laid rny proje.ct before you.
should yen tbink it ton shadawy te be relied
an, yeu can but rejecti a.

'lI tunned ever a variet>' cf prajectsail aini-
ing ai the central idea of a home. For rnysclf,
1 -nusi cf necessity keep a frec hand te take
the lucrative engagements cf which 1 feel
secure now Lhat I have the confidence of those
Londan bigwagàs. But bow del*sghtful il wAruid
be te know that there was cnt spot on earth ta
which 1 couîd il>' for an interval cf rest, and
find tht little fiest kept warm b>' thc prescrnte
cf my dear sisters! hitwasnfot however wb.ely
af myself th-t I .a thjeing. I wvant you te
have leisure for wr , for which yen have an
undeubted talent, and Sylvla te have the oppor.
tunity cf siudying art te sonie better purpose
than painting Christmias cards. The problera
te be solved as how te accampiib is wviîh the
mecans at my corimnand, and te ktep tht miii at
wark tilI yen and Sylvia begin te tring in a
little erst. Alas ihat 1 was docemed te ubrec
months o! inaction.

uAmong tht ideas that occurned te me tias
aof course thât invariable refuge for destitute
fernales, a school-a. sinall school b> tht sta-
side for delicate chiîdren. Out cf the question!
Von weuld be chained ta tht car again Iikc a
galle-slave, and have ne tirnet for writing.
Sylvia is utterl>' unfltîed te be a teacher, and,
as neither of yen have the slighesî idea cf bouse-
lcetping, cverything weuld go ta nain as soori
as my back w;as îurned.

"A sanitarium fer a few ian-alid ladies and
childre:i? Tirai would lie nme te the spot,
wheiher we had ininats cneugh t6 pa>' for rny
time or flot ; and, even if we hall all we catmîd
accemrmodate in a smafl banse, 'taking oaite
consideratidû with another,' it weaid net pay
me as weII as a good engagement, wbile yen twe,
wonid be debamrd fram yaun cherished pursuits,
anrd the place after ail wouîd net bc like beome.
'eone, swet home l' Hw my seul craved for
it ! And hoiw it seenied te elude nme the more
I streve ta grasp il! I was in a complete log,


