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rollers for runners tinder the sleighi, traineau or tobog-
gans. Want of fuîids, it appears, %vas the only reason
wvhy this slide was not carried ont, and wve have no
donbt that the idea, wvhich is novel and original, wiil be
carried out by sonie more wealthy conmnnity than
Q nebec.

Ncarc pleascd to learii that the Canadian Society
of Civil Engincers has fixcd the date of tie summier
convention to bc lield in Toronto, on the i8th and i9th
of june next. We bespcak for the încmbers a heart),
wvelcomc.

EvEîîvîîotnv is rcady to acknovledge the pro-
priety of uipriglit dealing with bis neighbor. Ile puis
to himisclf a case in ivhich work faîls to luim, and he
feels indignant at the prospect of the wvork being taken
away; in fact, lie feels that lie has been underinined.
\Vhcn it cornes to practice, hoîvever, the conditions
beconie changed. Despite the inovenient in the Cana-
dian Society of Civil Engineers, and the resoînitions
adoptcd at the last annîîal meeting, the scrarnble for
%vork continues in its wvorst form. A notable case of
tlîis is to be found in the proposed wvater works systeni
for the towvn of Mounit Forest ; several engincers have
sent in plans and estirnates, one set of wvhich has been
so far adopted that a by-law has been fraîned on them,
and ycet none of these etigineers have rcceived anry re-
nmuneration ! This is an irregular transaction on the
part of the counicil, and miay make thern pay for their
wvatcr wvorks a price a long wvay in advance of an engi.
neer's fées. The engineers are irresponsible persons in
this case, and can escape ail consequences of their
fautlts or errojs by stating they wvere not employed or
paid ; but the counicil assumes a serious responsibility
in accepting plans and preparing a by-law under suzlb
conditions.

'Tii rernarkable development of the bicycle, and
followin- that the advent of the horseless carniage, wil
make good roads a greater necessity than ever before
iii the hibtory of the w'orld, and especially on this con-
tinent, wvhere road building has alwvays been a ncglected
art. The Romans, in their invasion of England, leit
their impress on the country in those substantial roads
which none but Romans seeîn to have understood the
value of at the dawn of the Christian era, and these
object lessons have flot been lost on the practical
]3riton, wvho appreciates sulid %vork. In consequence
the highways of Great l3ritain are the best iii the world
to.day, and the country reaps a real dividend on the
outlay by chcapened cout of transportation. In Can-
ada and the United States in the past, lack of capital
and maake-shift haste in development have Ieft our
highivays not only rough, but in reality expensive for
transportation purposes ; and the quicker our munici-
palities wvake up to the nced of more attention to scien-
tifir road building the bettcr it will bc for their pock-ets
and the public conifort. The Governmcent of Ontario
is the first Provincial Government in Canada to realize
the situatiun, and tire literature they have been issuing
for the last two years, and their recent creation of a
sort of - road department," give us hope that this pro-
vince wvill not rest long under the reproach of the bad
road abomination. In pointing to this hope, wve must
not fail to mention the services rendered ta this cause
by a lay journalist--Andrew Patullo, of the Woodstock
Se,iuiel-Rcvie7o-wlio lias not only agitated the subject
with patience and persistence in lus paper, but bas
spent mucis of his time ivitlout recompense in giving

addresses at varions places throughout the country.
Such public spirit should not go uinrewarded,, and wve
trust this work will be taken up by newvspaper men and
members of Parliament ini every othcr province of
Canada. There arc nîany people wvho stili fait. to sec
that a good solid road will pay a cash dividend on the
investment, but this is because they have flot looked
belowv the surface. Likt, judicious advertising, good
roads really and trtîly pay.

ONE OF~ THE CA-ZADIAN ÇAN02 Co.'sq BoAIs 04 THE
HUnIIER, NEAR TORONTO.

REPORT 0F THE BRITIii COL1Jr1B1A MINISTER
0F MINES.

In the Albernidistrict it is reportcd that on? McLaugbiin Range.
China Cree<. and Coivichan-Aiberni road, one hundred and forty*
nite minerai daims werc recorded. Extensive deveiopment viork is
going on in the Mfinerai Creel, group, exposing severai veins of free
goid. the most noted being the Aibernt. Mdissing Linlc. MUountain
Rose, Champion. Ace of Spades, and Last Dollar; average aseay
about $30 per ton. Franklin and China Crecks-Thrty-eight minerai
dlaims recorded. The Star of the WVest group of mines is the most
noted, the work donc exposing severai veins of blue quartz. aver-
aging $25 per ton. miii test. Coleman and Cbesnucl«iet Cîceirs
Aiberni Canal-Twenty-four minerai dlaims rccorded. «Worc ex-
po«ses masses of crushed quartz. mixcd with ccment, l ow grades;
average miii test, $8 per ton , on deep water. Copper Island and
Sarita River. Barcla) Sound -Fourteen minerai dlaims recorded.
Work donc exposes several rich veins,,tvith a good percentage of
copper. Extensive dcveiopmnent nowgoiug on; also on dcep -vater.
Sechart Channel, Barclay Sound-Eeven minerai ciaimstecorded.
Large bodies of ore have been discovered. aiso quartz carrying
gold in paying quantities. on deep water. In other parts of the
Aiberni district there are thirty.two minerai claims recordcd on
Sproat Lake and Cous Creek. on the opposite side of the Aiberni
Canai from China Creec., shoving Ibat the gold range extends mn
that direction.

Two placer dlaims recorded on ChinaCreek J our hydrauhe leases
issued. The rents of eighteen leases have been paid at dates Nvhen
due Work has been donc on the foilowing leases. Aiberni syndi-
cate. $zoo; Cataract HYdraulic CO.. $7.000; Lulu Hydraulic
Mining Co., $5oo; W. B. Ganard, $500; F. T. Child. $700; F.
McQuilian, $3,25o0; Nanaimo-Aiberni Gold Mininlg CO. (2 leascs),
$1.500 on each. A good wvagon road has becs] but to the China
Creck mines fromn the town site of Aiberni, and a first-class trait
bas also been made fromn the Aiberni Canal to the Granite Crcek
mines. Total claims recorded. 262; free miners' certificates,
107 and i substitute; transfers. Si; certilicates of work. 35.

Iu the Cariboo district quartz mining is aimost at the saine
point as last year S. J Marsh bas bouded Blackc jack mine, leased
the Goverument reduction woricsand porposesto crect acyanidc plant
at Batkervilie, to be iu operation next spring. The Cariboo Reefs
Dcvelopment, Limnited, of London, England, bas begun %work by


