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less figure in black, the poor mother
would kneel at the Altar rails, her
plesding eyes Intént wupon the
Tabvernacle or upon the gemtle face
of the great Qaeen of Sorrews, her |
broken Irish heart mutely entreating |
thot pitying Heart betore Whom it |
whs laid,

New Year's Day came—it wae three
days now since Jobn had made known
his determination, What an eternity
it seemed! And ns she realized |
what day it was, all that it woe |
ushering in, Mary's heart gsnk with- |
in her, and she could not see for the
blinding tears that fell sealding from
ber eyes. They did her good, how
ever, relieving the numbness of her
griet. And truly sbe aud the
children prayed at Holy Mass and at
Communion that morning as they
never had before, begging a Naw
Year's gitt trom Mary's Little One.

A New Year's gift rewarded her,
indeed, on the breakfast table. With
trembling fingers she tore opsn the
long white envelope &0 prebtily
addreesed. From whom could it be ?
Mary wae no writer, and bad none |
with whom to correspond, in any |
cage. A thousand thoughts, hopes
and fecrs passed, awitt as birds upon
the wing, through her anxioue mind |
né she opened her wunexpscied
migeive. Could it be, by gome |
wonderful miracle, the answer to her
prayera—thoss prayers so faithtully |
persevered in, despite the weariness
of her lo

It was
which s}
It wa
Sacred

g years of sorrow?

answer for |
and longed.
gwer of the|
1,. that Ne
Year's Day, she 1ardly see at |
once how fuall | gonerously that ‘
most liberal Heart had responded to |
her piteous appenl to His tenderness.
But she was comforted and fill ‘li
with hope suddenly as she saw what |
the envelope held.

She drew forth
covered booklet first. What was |
this ? There the title, The
Irish Mesgenger of the Sacred Heart, |
the gentle figure of the welcoming |
Saviour loocked compassionately upon
her, thera was Si. Patrick, fatherly |
and kind, there was the morning sun |
of Hope, as ghe Jiked to interpret it, |
tbe morning sun of rsturning proe
perity, snd the benedictione of the |
Sacred Heart dawning in beauty over |
their own island home. Ob, it was a |
lovely and a welcome picture?

Mary did not know the Messunaer‘
well ; she had subscribed to it onoe |
in the long ago, but it was many a |
dreary day since she had seen a|
copy.

that
hoped
the an
al gl
1ld

indeed
e had s

truly,
Heart,

w

& cheery pink !

" Come, Mary. it is sleepin’ you are
over that little book ?" her husband's
gruff tonee suddenly broke in upon
her reverie. He been gruffer
than ever, thoce days; the
emigrant ghip eo close at hand, was |
far less atiractive than he had |
supposed, and the and fielde,
the peaceful hille and his tiny
cottage home, humbled as it was,
were suddenly surprisingly beautiful,
and dearer than he had Eknown, |
But of this he had breathed never a |
word. {

She handed him the pink journal
whose very cover had roused such
thoughts in her. There was a latter |
as well. 1t wae trom Mies Davis, the |
lady who had, not long ago, come to |
livein the big nouse over at Kilmorns, |
and was euch an old friend of Father
McNally's the parish priest. In it
ghe had enclosed a Badge for each |
member of the family, aud a Sacred
Heart Shield to bhang on the door
was also in the packet. She was |
most anxious to some little thing |
for the Sacr , 1t eeemed, and,
with her kino w Year's |
wieghes, she t Flanagaen
a

had

lost
lanes

still

thnt
taay

B

ou accept

her

ger, t
ng twxely
inould 1k

ut

a EOMmE

shied underiaker
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through

| day, "' sure, I do be as

| beads to find me some work.

| competent

all the time, whether they live or
die ?"

“God an’ His Blessed Mother do,
anyway,” replied John, who fell the
foroa of her argumenrts and had,
moreover, just read in the Messenger
n letter from an exile that had given
him much food for thought, but he
was not goiug to abandon his
position,

“ Ay, God an’ His Blessed Mother,"”
repeated Mary slowly, Jut, John,
this ie their own land; sure, they
won't be 8o near you over there. An’
who's to tell whether poor exiles
will get work snywhere that's near a
church, either ? The young people,
too, it's not always they're true to
God and His Bleseed Mothor once
they get on in that country—or even
it they don't get on.”

John agreed to join her, and the
two eldest in the Nino Fridays for
the betterment of their position—he
wonld not mention emigration as
yet.

Time went on, The winter was a
hard one, but etill, with Migs Davis’
help, the Flanagane were able to
face the darkest days. It was hard
sometimes, for the amount that Mary
could make was not considerable,
and little could be done by her
employer for Jobhn., And he could
not obtain any employment othex-
wise, so far, etrive as he would find

it. By dint of scraping end anviug‘
however, by the chesrful accaptance |
of many an unavoidable privation
by methodical
arrangement of her
Mrs. Flanagan mansg
thr

Itw

|
small
d

income,
tide them |
ugh.

perhape, John who prayed
hardeet of all doring trying
times. For it was desadful for him.
the bread-winner, not to

those

make provision for hia dear ones, to | 0 obviouely be

be dependent on her who should have l
been supported by him,

Mary, avourneen,” said |
zin’ the Bleesed |
Mother every day

was thinkin' maybe she'd
quicker if we all said the
together in the evenings for it.”

And so she did. For about a fort-
night after ths Family Rosary
been established among them, on the

hear us |

| third of the Nine Fridays with which

they opened the New Year, John \
Flanagan's fortunes took suddenly a |
tarn for the better.
day that he got the first real employ- }
ment he bad had for many a month,

One of the neighboring farmere, a | untouched.

fairly well-to-do

and well-thought out | @8#ocintion.

| tions a8 well

| the other hand,
| they do not admit of
be able to | 8!l industrial aseociatio

Rosary | Often
| under the

i]nvme right ot kings or the equal
had | tyranny of a Bolshevist misrule.

It was on that | when

Mass, and need spend only a quarter
of an hour in thankegiving, and even
this quarter of an hour i8 not wasted
from his work, for it is a matter of
common experience that we work
better and with greater industry
after going %o Holy Communion.—
The Sentinel of the Bleesed Sacra-
ment,

——

NATURAL RIGHT OF
LABOR UNIONISM

s

"1t ie better that two should be
together than one,” says the Holy
Boripture, ' for they have the advan
tage of each other's company. If
one fall he will be supported by the
other, Woe to bhim that is nlone,
for when he falleth he hath none to
lift bim wup.” With these words
Pope Leo XIII begine his defense of
what he describes ns the " patural
right” ot asesociation. This he
extends equally to the State and to
private organizatione, particularly
including workingmen's socisties, for
whose special justifioation his argu.
ment ig built ap. Their right to
existence hae nlwaye been sanctioned
in Catholic times.

Men aim to perfect themselves,
and have a natural right to do so
within the due limits of justice and
moralilty. To attein that end most
effsctually they require ench other's

| aseistance. Thisisobtained through

Hence the natural

| right, not merely of the family and

the State, but of private organiza-

such ns thoee of capital
No eocial institutione, or
are gacred that
buses, least of
But this
no reason for
challenging the naturai right which
underlies them. The family is not

and labor
B8O

ne.

ha bne | to be destroyed bezause of the reeck-

| 80 also

ing evile of diverca and birth-control |

when I'm at the | in the modern paganized gociety ;
Bag I | nor is the State, as such, to be

| by all the Catholic spokesmen of our |

attacked because of the despotism eo |

associated with
falee

whether
of the

iv,
doctrine

Labor unionism is therefore built
upon the same natural right as the
family and the State. Objsctionable
a8 particular unions muet become
in the hande of atheistic
Sociallst workers, the natural right
itself of labor unionism remains
Under the present

man, was ill, and \ economic system ite application is of
likely to remain long within doors. | the utmost importance.

Agide from

Hs had no children and fow relatives; | those two most fundamental forms
to the men in hig service he did not | of society, the family and the State,

care to entrust so gre
his own daties involved
know what to do to find a suffi
and, the

o charge as

al

game time,

we do not hesitate to eay that the

he did not | need of secular organization is no
iently | where more imperatively

felt than
where the worker finds himsslf con

absolutely trust worthy man to supply | tronted today with the vital proble

the deficiency. Ti
plained to good Father McNally.
And the priest had go strongly recom
mended John Flanagan that

then.

weeks later,

James | unioniite
| Murphy had engaged him there and | historic existence of the Stafe.

Mary,” said her husband filve i ture.
it the Sacred Heart | all
will give me a permanent job like+ abrogated by it.

he bad com- | of securing a livelihood for himsell

and his family.
The right iteelf on whic
rests is prior

labor
the
(]
lies bayond the power of any legisla-

to

positive law and cannot b3

Legielation cennot

his, I'll naver think sgain of emigra | prevent labor orgeanizations tbat do

tion, or let the children either,
loag as I'm here to stop them.”
Parhaps it was Mary Flanagan who 1

as | not set for themselves evil ends, or

employ unlawful means, or come into
conflict with the public welfare.

wrote to their little friend the Mee- | Only when they are evidently bad,
senger in thankegiving, not so very | unlawful or dangerous to the State |

m
long ago, for

boly |
seemed imposesible to obéaln.”

l'.)t,\

however that was, it is true that the | and not

being saved from | may the laiter interfere, and even
emigration and for a gaod home in | then,

a8 Pope Leo wisely says,

eland ; two requests that had | "' every precaution is to be taken not

to violate the righte of indiv
to impose

ualsg,
unreasonable

Fianagans sre o be seen every First | regulations, under pretence of public

Frid

faithtully,
hey are making the Nine Fridays in |

thankeg ving, they will ¢tell you |

alwaye. And every evening you may |
r the rise and fall of the Aves

ur Lady's statue the white

i h flower i

e Family

Our

ere

ong trust in |

of the Heart of
| things.

le to
echoed

0B8] I;[‘\‘,(.r"
and

in

; and the words

rofrai
refrain

gat down

utiful

re-echoec ze a bea
h Bl

er h
write
t Apostle which £ 2

¢ 3 U
for the

evening as
genger offi

es-

e

in, dear,” she day
needle
19 Davis
thinking
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said a
later ha &a ving her
o later, s she sat piylog her
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which

y on the
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t Nine
us to gato
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ry, L
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ver the
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o make our
Ireland, instead
away Am

'}

woe
| accounts they
themselvas, y

brave boys bsf

going to send for Moirs
y and little Roge, and kesep
father and mother as well.
Poor Andy O'Connell that's dead, too,
ha simply starved to death. An’
when they do get work they're killed
entirely with it—an' who's caring,

and Ell
the ould

or |

to |
ayers of | gift.”

ame |

|

\

m'ght |

| ONeE

| ealling snd po

ithout having
Sure, that's
going to be
gift to Him, in return
given us through the
Mesgengar, our New Yaar's
hamonda, in Irigh
Megsenger.

X that's
New Year's
for all He's
Al 111

the

NO TIME,” NO EXCUSE

“ adly
will 3 only time.”
MISWer 18, Ix
;youh because
Whoever
vill finds time for Holy
I wieh, however, to

that I am far from

anyone to go to Holy

al onc

to urg
nunion, if
neglect the duties of his

jion in life ; but,
gshould like to po

at

nakes a onunscientious | of

raye find that he can |

munion,
time! We waste hours
in idle conversations, in sating and
drinking ; we even find time unhsp
pily for sin : have we none at all for
God. What we lack is not time, but
good-will. Any one who is in the
habit of going to Mass on week days

cupy much

can make his preparations during teffdency of the age,

at the Altar raile, | benefit.”
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For the to torbia
any righiful a ciation of citizens
that cdoes not infringe upon the
public good would be, in the words
of this great social teacher, to
tradict the ve rinciple on

its own existenoce is based. For t

snter ciety of 8 kind is
the natural right of man; a:

State
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, have not m
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this article. B
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k labor unionis
conditions may call
n of fti
wiong, or else the
respecting workingmen into
naw labor unio that will not
imperil the epiritual interests of the
workers.

Nothing could be more clear upon
this point than the eloquent words o
the great Bishop Ketteler, spoken af
a time when the labor organizations
of his country were mainly in the
bhande of infldels. It was the
a8 he keenly

naver

1 m

led in

pur

self

18

| the {
pastorals of the Bishops of various |
countries, and the statements of all |

| with

As & natural right it antecedes |

his |
| on

not |

al
i

| question ¢
thout |
4 ut

or | .

own shop orga

saw, for workingmen to ocombine
" for the purpose of gaining a heariog
for their just claims by united
action.” He approved heartily of
such action, ne not merely justifled
but abeolutely necessary on account
of the existing economic conditions,
snd then thus continued to urge

Cutholics not merely to encoursge |

this movement, but enthusiastically
td participate in it:

‘It would be & great folly on our
part it we kept anloof from this move-
ment merely becaunse it happsos ab
the present time to be promoted
chiefly by men who are hostile
Christianity. The air remaing God's
pir though breathed by an atheist,
and the bread we eat is no lees the

nourigshment provided for us by God |

though kneaded by an unbeliever,
It is the same with unioniem: I¢
an idea that rests the Divine
order of things and is essentially
Christian, though the men who
favor it most do not recognize the
finger of God in it and often turn it
to n wicked use.”

" Unioniem, however, is not merely
legitimate in iteelf and worthy of
our support, but Christianity alone
commaonds the indispensable ele
ments for directing it properly and
making it & real and lasting benefif
to the working clasees. Juet as the
great traths which uplift and eduoats
the workingman, hie individuality
and personal'ity, are Christian truthe,
Christianity has the great
and liviog forces capable of
arting life snd vigor to the
workingmen's agsociation

The truih these last worde ie
gufficiently clear from the labor
history of the Middle Ages. Labor
unionigm today assumes, indeed,
greatly different nspect from that
which it presented in the daye of the
medieval gilde, yet it is baged upon
the game natural rights and the
same human needs, 1t
as universally defended, in principle,

on

idens
im

n

of

age as the gild system was
thirteenth, fourteenth and

centuries, On this point a
unanimity exists.
Sovereign

in the
fifteenth

perfect
Pontiffe, the

joint

ingist
the

recognized social exponents
all their strength wupdn
right ot labor unioniem, More
this they seek in every practical and

Cbristian way to lend it their support. |

‘It is an idea,” ag Bishop Ketteler
gays, ' that rests on the Divine order
of thinge and is essentially Chris
tian.
In the same epirit
tee of the War and
k of
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did not he
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nt an elemen
s of self
iomentous problem,
Catholic
iteelt in various countries
world when there is
determining the nature ot the work
ingmen's association o which heis to
give his allegiance. But tbie
subject that does not concern
here.

doubtless, for

workirgmen presents

of the

us

Should the
laborer's right of organization be
conflned to his own plant, as some

employere seem in practice, it not in |
theory, to hold? The question would |
be equally pertinent if we were to |

atk whether the' employers ehould
be confilned to organizing within
their own corporations, and not per
mitted join in natural
atione. What is true for capi
ard is true for labor, or r:
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zation is far greater t
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must ¢ ama full
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right of
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| sharity in all the relations between

employers and employed, while both
olasses must place the public good
above all private intereste. When
these conditions are not obgerved
there is reason to object against the

| is to throw the firet stono ?

to |

i8 |
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B |
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Husslein 8. J., in America.
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NEW YEAR'S EVE

Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky,
The flying cloud, the frosty light.
The year is dying in the night ;

Ring out, wild bells, and let him die, |

Ring out the old, ring in the new,
Ring happy bells, across the snow ;
The year is going, let him go ;

Ring out the falee, ring in the true.

Ring out the grief that
mind,

gaps the

For thoge that here we see no more ; |

Ring out the feud of rich and poor,
Ring in redress to all mankind,

Ring out a slowly dying cause,

And ancient forms of party strife ;
ling in the nobler modes of life,
With sweeter manners, purer laws.

Ring out the want, the care, the gin,

Ring out, ring out,

rhymes,

my

| But ring the fuller minstrel in.

Ring out false pride in
blood,

The civioc slander and the spite ;

Ring in the love of truth and right,

in the common love of good.

place and

Ring
Ring
Riog
Ring

out old shapos of foul diseaen ;
out the narrowing t of
out the thousand wars

in the thousand year

ius rold
f old
4’ ne
{ peac

in the valiant man and fres
orger heart, the kindiier hand ;
out the darkness of the land,
in the Christ that is b0 b

I'y

I'he

Ring

PLIABILITY

—

OF MIND

In the Biblicul World of September
Shailer Mathews discusses the sub
jeot of ' changing one's religious
mind.,” He says that, on the one
hand frequent changes of mind be
token a vacillating charact
on the otoer hand, the reluctance to
change it on the presentation of new
evidence is neither hovest nor credit
able to a Christian. As a general
proposition this statement may go
vnchallenged. Bat in its practical
application it has not the

Let us begin ith some distine
The attitude of the
towards a proposition of religion
the Existence of God

ar

be denial,
inion, or certitud

ho denies it refuses

mony
ige
his nes¢

nis ¢ ent
hie
nion about

10 doubts it susp
he surs
BBeeer e woo na D Of
it embraces t! Propos the
with a mwisgiving of being possib
mistaken, he who hes ceriitude em
braces the proposition without the
lenst fear of being mistaken.

Now it stands to reason that

1ds
L |

ho clines

nises

e

a

| change of mind from denial upward
|

to certitude is a laudable thing and
cannot honestly or virtuously be
refused in the face of evidence.

| You cannot honestly deny or doubt
One practical question, however, |
| remaing to be treated.

know to be
otherwise. And this
the meaning cf evidence.
sciencse there are things we know to
be 8o and not othrrwise, is plain ; for
instance, the multiplication table or
the 1
To

these

what you and not

precieely
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is

3 one's mind in regard to
scientiflc facte .once
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rary, by 1
fundame
ligion. He is
apostate, while this name in
belonge to a Protestant
the Catholic Church,

So much, then, we have from this
digcussion that a Protestant, to be
true to his religion, must ever be
ready to change hig religious mind,
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olic, 0 on
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[ SPIRITUAL AWAKEN

The faithless coldness of the times ; |

mournful | :
ournful | materialism that has been sweeping

| over the
| are

| impression upon the

t
| not

| with death

| impossibie to be o

| who lost his faith
| War, but there are many axamples of

| Church, and
| Catholie

| ment iu spiritual things that they felt
while, |

outeide

| Ba
same |
| meaning and scope for all Christiane

mind |

ugh | |

That in |

ws of phyeics and chemietry. |

while a Catholle, to be true to bis
religion, muet have an absolutely
gettled religious mind ne far ne it is
imbued with the authoritative teach-
ings of hie Church, Whether this
position of the Catholic is objactively
correct depende on the question
whether the Church is really infal
lible. I8 cannot be our present pur
pose to enter into arguments on this
subject. But does it not seem ante
cedently plausible that God givieg a ‘
revelation to mankind wonld make |
bie gift perfect by giving with it an |
interpretation ? So did the |
Fatbhers of this country not only give {
ug a Consetitution but a Supreme |
Court aleo to interpret it. Withount
the latter the Constitution would
have become a source of confugion
and disruption, ae has been the case
with the Bikle wherever the auth-
ority of the Church has been seb |
aglde.~5. in The Guardian. |
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examples innumerable
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chaplain for encourage-
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Were 80 Neceses There hae con
sequently been a strong revival of
faith in God and ie Christ, although
the Catholic Church this
beliet as yet lacks much deflnite idea
about Christ and about His doctrines,
it may be taken 2s a groping for
truth that will find ite object in
time.
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approximation of t Catholic Doc-
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