
to pervert, to fawn at tiic tt-et oi' Maniinoii, an<l sell his

rountry and liis rar( for his (lail\' l>r( ad, or ior wliat is

al)Oiu the same, his salar\-. Von know this, and 1 know
it, and what foolers' to he; toastinj^^ an ' Independent Press.'

We are all tlic tools and vassals of rich men ht.'hind the

scenes. W'r are jiunpin^^ jacks. They pnll the slrinj; and
we dance. Our time, our talents, our lives, our possibili-

ties, art- all the pro|)erty of rich men."
I know nothin;^' of the man who thus speaks, but I fear

too man\- newspapers are' conducted \ery much as he

describes. Ciod save the world from the }^M)spel of such men.
Yet thev do vaunt themselves loudly. No wonder that

with such the Ministry of the Gospel is lij^ditly esteemed.

A^'ain, like the work of the oxen, the work of the ministers

cf the Gospel is

LAIiOKIOUS.

?.fan3' think otherwise ; many think their life one long holi-

tla\-. X(jt a few j^rumble at them, as if they were only

drones in the human liive. When I have listened to such
f,'rumblers, I have often felt inclined to deal with tliem as

th,e farmer's wife did with hei j,auml)lin<,' luisband, who
was fortiver sa}'inf.( he couldjdo more work in one day than
she could do in three, antl I am pretty sure that if I did so,

the result would be exactly the same. Yet, still it must
be acknowletlged, that a man whose heart is not in tlie

work may be a }.,aeat idler on the Gospel threshing floor.

Just as some laz\' ox, instead of treading out the grain,

wcjuld lie down on the threshmg floor and gorge itself to

repletion, so have I seen and Iieard of sleek ecclesiastics,

who have thought that the great end for which the church
existed was to keep them in ease and comfort. Such faith-

less ministers, like lazy oxen, are a sheer incumbrance,
and the sharper the goad of contempt and scorn witli

which their hides are pierced, the better for the w'ork of the

Lord. Yet, notwitlistanding, to the true minister of Christ,

this work is verv laborious. In innumerable ways his

thoughts, his sympathies, and his activities are continually

drawn forth, and yet tliere is a sameness in his work, like

the ceaseless round of tlie ox upon the threshing floor,

which is very apt to produce weariness and the me^-ely

mechanical performance of the highest fimctions. Oh, it
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