THE BERLIN NEWS RECORM,

L8 Tt B K vt e S0 T

their name, yir?" ing and thinking. Di, you ulml« me

Mr Giffard Lisle had got his coffee awfully unhappy last night.”!

be, even when surrounded by friends
and  relatives—"

cup in his hand, and stopped it half- She put her finger on his lip, “I think I understnad,” he said.
way 10 his mouth, then took « drink be-  “Don’t —don't gav another word!” * You think you do, but —forgive
fore answering. whispered. Didn't I warn you me—you do not, You cannct! Lord
Then he put lhf cup gently down, ll'nl 1 was a dreadfully stupidfoolish Romney, my father was a man im-
said  : “when—when we were out fishing mersed in business: all his heart and
"l)flﬂrllld' The daughter's name is (h(‘ other day? You wouldn’t believe soul was given to the making of money.
’ Lve, nu' tllru, but you see it's quite true!”  He had his reqward, you will say. Ah,
thint Almast bevond his self-control. ‘But 505 He drew a breath of relief, and his yes! he amsssed and left behind him, so
i you can't 5 Knéw; you knuw!. It'is CHAPTER XI1. . % Tit up. 1 am told, -n'imnn-ns-c fortune, but,
¢ %0 soon. And — and —I am ot e The Heart's Bitterness. *Then you weren't -~n.rlmt uhfll 1 through so lavish with his gold, he had
é“ that I-—ah , yes, T can't say it—for I do Miss Eve Delorme, impersonating the say—angry with me last mghl'. Di? no heart to give to his child—his dau-
; love you! But I won't promise to be Sleeping Beauty at the Priory, was ef- . “Hush:” warned Di, stepping back ghter— ¢
vour wife—not vet.’ fective enough in all conscience, hu[ ]lﬂl' in time, as Alice called over the  She turned her face aside, and her
? “And how long is this to last. l)i" Miss E\.l" lorme in evening dress ha_l}m&em: ; voice tembled. f
; “A month.” answered: it is not W48 @ vision of beauty which startled ..“h" are you two talking about * If there were no tears in her eyes, Lord
S If at the'end of the month you and enthralled the hcholdﬂ-, Come down and listen,” said Lord Romney thought there were, which
! a;f still care for me, then I will fro- “Gad, Giffard!” laimed the earl, R v, as Di sped: away. amounted to the same.

The countess, for reasons best known
to herself, alwdys made a point to be
doubly solemn and funeral the morn-
in after a dinner

when thé gentlemen were alone, “that’s
a wonderfully fine (rfalure. that ward
of yours! And clever, too! Talks like
an  encyclopaedia !

mise to be your wife, and a nice fuss

tlk're will be

“Very m'll Dl‘ you shall have your

“My mother.” she continued,
far as duty is concerned, perfect:
alas;

*is, 80
but,
she has no sympathy with me.

L ‘way.  You see, lKlN' it to you at once; Dnln[ you qg\ sarty, however small The books I read, the songs I sing, are
I'owh myself your servant and. vour hat she was very rich?' it mkght be, and this morning her mood utterly foreign 1o her. Sht does not
L slave! A month—it is not long! 5] Mr Giffard thuml his broad .‘|","|, was no exception to her rule.' Ste understand me, as she calls it, and, when

gréeted each of them with droopirg
evelids and a prolonged sigh, as if sle
had just jeturned from a funeral; but
the carl. who was always in a state
of temper the reverse of \his wife, was
very talkative and alert, and he began

yet I would give a great deal to take you
on my arm lml go into the breakfast-
room and say, “Ladies’ and gentlemen,
behold my future wife! "

As thr\ reached the terrace, the
stable clock chimed the half hours after

L-utter the eraving whi~h my heart feels
for such sympathy, sle puts me ooff
with a light laught or a stern rebuke.
Last night, in the midest of your home,
my heart ached for the tender harmony
which prevailed there. When we

]Ileﬂ' is a large sum of money, one
way and another, he answered in a very
careless way.

e earl chuckled.
“Fine chance for some young fellow

were

; nine. eh, Rom?” and he nodded over his glass at once to sing the praise of Miss Del- singing, 1 tlmugl.! ‘If I had such a lu-mv‘
§ : “Good ious! said’ Di: “and T Romney. ora e, ¢ as this, such sisters, such a brother—-*
have o (glmngc wy dress and do my When (hev went into the drawing- If they are all like that young lady she stopped, and her voice tembled

on the other side of the water, Gif,
it puzzles me how you came off scot-
free from matirmony!\Gad! sort of a
girl we should have made a toast of in

*“room, “the good girl” was sitting demure-
Iy heside the countess, looking over the
porlrm(-ulhum and admiring all the
Fayre relations with subdues enthus-

% hair. Look at it; how you have tumbled
% . it and dragged it down.
i Just then she saw Giffard Lisle,

He stood aside to let her pass, and

“How many hours of bitter and hope-
less longing would have been spared me.
awd the pleasure of heing with you all
was mingled with so keen a paingtl at 1

. y 0 " P Q I o o » 8
his white hand wandered to his thin '™ m_\“‘im‘mg 'hn; g . . "Ahmﬂ r(-.w!“ml et B
lips to hide the sinister smile Di, as nsual, had fled into the open Made a what of?” dejanded Di, you again.

. . g Ve she 4 at ac bere 1

! “How pleasant to have so warm a wél- airk, and Lord Romney was making for open-eyed. put a dainty lac: handhere “of (o

her
manner,

“Made a toast; drank her health af-
ter every dinner, all the men standing

the window, Then the countess said:

come after 8o short an absence '™ i o ;
¢ i ‘Will you ask Miss Delorme to sing

hal-strained, rel v ta t
howing to her.

1wd her face

in a
the tur

he said, 3
to him,

“T bea vour pardoi. 1 thought it was for us, Romney?” )1}'..' .nlvur.f \'1'r):' preity custom with a faiat smile fitting over it, like
one of the statues,” she called b 10k, cool. He went back, of course, and opened I |unlu:g(~nh-: "exclnun«-tl the coun-- m .»jmh it on waier.
v the piano, but even as he did so-his tess. tragically I beg that this ur- Please forgive me! 1 have spoken
mo ¥ .-“c" Rom, it is. the early fly thut eves wandered to the open window. !?t'lll‘_\' (.‘(HI\’Q'X"S.I“(IH may not be con too openly ! But it is your rilllii,)l!ll'llu\l‘
/ ‘““‘h“ the b Had a go(ul i of “I have no musie, Lord ROII"N‘\ and tinued inthe _presence of your wife mut]v me feel as f 1 had won a f{_'f-ntl.
t, ¢h?" he asked, smiling very signific- I am afraid to sing before you. un:! f' “mh""n ' ¢ it ml\ g ey o
..... % ml“.\,' 4 Toalt Tokaine. s It was charmingly ‘f"d and the flat- Eh n‘lu:l.‘ Oh, very well ‘\\h"t‘l'.\ ¢ l“-hu| |n_~ honored by, vour friend-
Lord Romney threw the baskets ato tery was rf‘l‘l(lﬂ"l‘d delicate by the soft the apaper’ What Sle you gopng to do “\':I he said, ; i .
a footman and told him 1o take him to \lu,u‘-, in which it was worded, lo_du)', my ik':.lr. eh?”_sand he almost - n:! now,” she said, with a little shy
the cook and askhimto send some of the “"".‘ the player struck a soft choid, wu‘n.h-«l at Di. : smile, “do you k pri why I have spcken
[REr I VS e trovt up fo: breakfast, before answering, ﬂ'ml »\'|(I}1,|.( further prelude, hegan o 1 ﬂ_lmkn it y\mlll be a suitable day s ":-pt'nl_\' to you’
the e said, quietls: simple little ballad, which a school- (Ul:.'ﬂ. ride, wx:l.llwummnh-.«. I trust becmse you felt thatl ~||nul|‘
t A i Son: étmme. back? gicl might have attemnted: but in the ¢ Tae very thing !‘\l““.n’ll-w! Rul!l. not hetray o: abuse your confidence,
y #last trais Iast ight, quite tired ol first notes Lord Rm"'"q\ turned to- © Really, my l,nl)'. that is a splendid he answered, wondering what was com-
Do yon generally hold conversations ward het ith his eyes fixed on her face, SUBKetion. “h;:!' - .‘I.I‘H' - ki o
with - voung ladies through theie hed- |'\l¢~!?xl|y_ intently. Digna, "I mean?” catching an awful No: evn for those reasons a weman
e 190 the end Yook e 7 P " With a movement that was almost a ghu.r-- fl"ﬂ!ll II!('HNI.!_HI'.\\Z : does not emfide in a man. §n. Lord
anged ' At vhe Lord Romney tul;m‘(l. and lh--u. with "“".‘r" he said, e she finished: A;(l;]uh{r. I"k“j'l lSh“‘ ‘1;" 2 lo.” lr(""‘“".‘- b ‘!‘ because I have discovered
that dignity which struck awe into the hanks, You have a IR S SICENIIE S0 aoything you do,” your secret. -3 s
May eighiteenth heaits 0'”!0&1‘ o whiot it was displayed, voice, and you sing like a musician, Miss S*id Lady Alice, snuling vory affection- "A\_l.\' secret!™ ke said. :
~ said coldly: Delorme. at l\ i Yes, Lord Rommney: I have (iscover-
T.: M& hobert “Not whes I think Vhiee aié Batiisn. “That is very kind of you, Lord Rem- “T" en hat's set le { the count- w!)‘nur secret.  Shall 1 tell vou whai it
the twentieth “Listeners! You forget m\-) (r:::)._\ Y and now you will sing, will you ©35, Witu unusta I"‘"")'l“'»‘“'- "1 am: is?”

not*”
He meant to refuse, but he could not
decency.
Slowly, xh-hlwmh-l\ she picked out
the \hl'[)hl erd  and '-h(ph(-rd('m duct
from “La Mascotte.” and, -with an
apologetic smile, held it out to him.
' vou know this?" she asked.
Hc nodded, almost hrmoquel\
“Will you wing it with me*
l-or a moment —a moment’ onl\'—lne

glad you have decided, for 1 have sent
off a note to Miss Delorme to ask her to
accompany you."”

That's intended for me, my dear.”
remarked the earl to Di, with a chuckle

Lord Romney finishe d his breakfast
almost in silence, and then went down to
the stable to select a horse for Miss Del-
orme, while the girls put their habits on.

Di wgs ready in ten minutes, and ran
down to watch Lark being saddled, and
was almost instantly surrounded by the

“If you please,” |
coldly.

“I discovered that you had won tle
heart of that beautiful girl with tle
pretty nam<—Diana Leslie.”

Lo d Ronmney pulled up his horse, in
his astonishment and embarrassment.

“Miss Leslie,” he began, but she stop-
ped him with a note of warning.

“Don’t speak so lond, please, or she
will hear you! .\ud pray, dont he
angry with xnc I only spoke—1

are opposite Miss Leslic’s”

*“No :nr I &4 not forget—I did not
know ‘it,” said Lord Romney ;and
he passed into the house.

They were all seatedat breakfast when
Di ecame down.

“My dear Disaid Lady Alice," we have
been awfully alarmed! We thought you
had gone out in the park, and had been
attacked by a bull, until they told us
\'ou had - gone fishing with Rom. You

clever girl! I dare say you cau ht

e said, carelessly but

in" the head of

in

e “I mll try.." he said, and ia grooms. cach being particularly anxious ony told vou—Sc-ause 1 wished vou to
'h"'l‘hm yed looked ith . mo..ent lju-v had ”mmmmﬁlcu‘mf 16 lend a hard. and m‘nn\\m from her. know why I felt that T could accept your
& n_“ countess looked up, with an icy “I'te instant the song began, he, mus- : *“This is so k\n?d;ou Lord Rommuey, off er of frien Iship. If—if she
F A Bhpras, .. ician-like forgot all else but it: and . sh> said. giving him h r hand, and te stopped and her face flushed, as s'e
fri 3:! I'llyth’&I"':H‘l}(g D‘m“"‘ s:u- ’;’"l sently the (rfu voices, her .,(,pr:,‘n g::d ting her ]arxv’(-.\'r_s rest on lis, with a turncd it away from hin—"if it hau
?ﬁ sl ?‘ hi ."“'. l"}"’ l"‘é‘ “"“";: his tenor, were rising ulmun-lh-hn.rnmn\ soft gleam of gratitude. “It was what not been so, if you had Leen frec—o)1
‘"_" morning, ls"'llt-“'“ ord Bomney s fihng the room and floats ‘ng out im0 I was longing for an hour ago, but I 'I cannot speak more plain’y.”
P .'.' ':,(3(‘“‘:::;“".‘ has been fishing with the night air. tave little thoight you had guessed I understand yoa,” he said. “Will

my wish! I hope you have sent a very
quiet horse: 1 am not much of a rider.

Come and see! he said. “Oh, ye;,
is a very quiet animal, and I think you
| be able to manage her very casily.”

Di rode on ahead with Lady Alice, and
Lord Romney and Miss Delorme fol-
1o wed.

Di trie | to talk and laugh carelessly,
bit scmehow the clear musical voice
of Miss Dalorme floated on to her from
behid. and she could not get rid of it.

As she sang.her eyes strayed from the
music., and fell softly, pleadingly upon
Ins; and at the last tender, wailing no'e
her voice sank into a soft, cooing plair- 1
itvencss that thrilled through the hearts W

of all.

For 2 moment Lord Romney re azin-
ed sp(llhuund then, with a start, he
spraing to feet, and, with an uneasy
laugh, he said:

“’I must have a cigarette after that,
Miss Delorme,” and scarcely knowing

vou t:l me
secret*”

“How! Can you ask a woman that,
Lord Romney? Is it always neCcessary
for a man Yo ery aload, ‘I am in e’
Are not the eyes and voice eloquence
enough? At any rate. yours are' 1
saw last night—no, veasterday morning
~that you and she were engaged.”

“Excuse me, please,” he said gravely,
“but Di—Miss Leslie—and 1 are not
engaged.”

The earl chuckled. hgw you discovered this

“And so you're back, eh Giffard®”’
said the vnrl. blinking at the pale face
next him. “Where the mischief—
where on carth have you been, ¢h?”

“To L« ndon,” said Mr. Giffard, slow-
ly. “By thé way, Plant"—the eaml’s
Christian name was Plantagenet—
“is the Priory still to let?”

“Why do yoti want to know? Think
chuckled the

of taking it \.‘num-lf, Gif
mxl

- L ke P il what he was doing, strode through the ‘Let us have a gallop,” she said as  “No Oh, is it possible I can have
want to ta l" 'r“ 'l"“'ir‘ i i ;‘“ window. last to Lady Alice; “Lark is feriting his |lll)|!(i:>r|«|r How-—howover, can vou
r;m ;b'nl too much—for a lady and her 4 figure stood leaning against the hear out for a stretch!” forgive me she said, contritely.
daughter. A 1 't think we cave "By telli the truth,” he said.
¢ 1 he hid said for the king of the Can- balustrade, a figure he knew at a glance I don’t think we wought to leave v telling you the truth,” he saic

Miss Delorme,”
itating.

“Miss Deloime is well looked after,”’
retorted Di, and she loosened the reins,
and away sped Latk like an arrow from
a bow.

and he strode up to it.

“Di!” he whispered, and he put his
arm round her waist, but with a start
she shrank back, and held him at arm’s
length, and, as she did so, the light fell
on her face, and he saw that it was wet

Alice, ‘It is a fact that Miss Ieslie and 1 are
not engaged; but it is by her own wish
that we are not bound to onz another,
You were right when you guessed that
I loved her with all my heart and mu‘

and I gtrust that she—cares for me!

“nibal Islands, he could not have created said Lady hes.
a greater sensation.

“I always thought you were married,
Gif,” said the earl, triumphantly. “You
might have taken us into your confid-

ence, eh?”

i 2 ¥ d it ‘the with tears. “Di!” he exclaimed; “what Lord ‘Romney looked after her wist- he _anldc! a fec'ing of wonderment po:s

*So L will, if I ever ;‘"l‘“"“‘ the i the matter? You are not crying, fully, but could not leave his charge.  essing him that he should be talking
dﬁr’b(" Ifl'"“fs‘l‘f“:l‘;ln s‘:“ntl;;“m:(:;; dearest?” anx “Can you venlure a gallop?” Le said. thus to this gxrl whom he had known
al iffard Hu $ is

“Crying? No lll(‘ retorted, indig- “Tamafraidnot, " she answered sweet - unl\ for a dsy!

md child, T am sorry to say, especially S AT R ., e vl L :

» ’ i Y nantly; and then, before he could pre- ly. How heautiful Miss Leslie rides! “Ah ! how can she help doing so?" she
"'8‘“]"; the latter, for she is a charm- vent her, she evaded his grasp, and ‘:jh. And how well she looks on a horse! murmured:then,as if she had been allow-
ing gir

I don’t think I ever saw a lovelier pic- el herself to speak too openly, she added

8, ; appea
Perhagps you will tell us who they Cl-rtuinl,\' Miss Delorme had not been

ture!” “No wonder she looks so happy.
"“.‘w said the countess, sternly. long wpon the scene hefore she made her  “Yos, isn't she? I-—Tamglad youad- He was silent a moment, then le said
They dre the wid w and the daught presence felt. As if she knew the result mire her——" ¥ slowly: e
of a very old and dear friend of mine, of her evening’s skirmish, she leaned " “Oh, who could fail to do so?" she “You spoke of this discovery of yours
‘“);‘M)" he "“"".n n};ll‘:(l-:fﬁnlr:'()n‘r\l:: back in the carriage on her way-home Fesponded. warmly,. “I would give as the discovery of a sec:et, Miss Del-
pariner in many -

the world to own her as a friend—a real
(rveml I mean!’

“I understand; and I can quite believe
said Mrs. it)” he said, eagerly. “Di—Miss Leslie
“—is a girl who would take anybody’s

with a faint smile of mischievous satis-
faction, on her becutlful face, and once
or twice laughed sof!

“You scem pleued E\e. ?

Delorme. “Every lhmg hu gone to your

orme: you will please rememlpr that
it must be a secret still, though three
persons are in-possession of it instead of
two.”

“And three persons are supposed to

erica. This friend of mine was my con-
stapt companion for many years, and I
corresponded with him for some time,
say two years age; then the correspond-
ence , and I was thinking that he

satisfaction, I su h(‘lll by storm!” be fatal!” sle said, promptly. “Yes,
: N had forgotten me, when I received a “Yes, I am perfedly satisfied.” « “Ab, yes!” she said; then she sighed, I will keep the secret faithfilly, Lord
1 ¢ letter from some lnnr(l‘on l-w‘;em’ '.q-lll “My deir Eve. I don’t want to dis- and turned Ilcrhendum\ “Ienvy her! Romney, on one condition!” and she
] ing me. that my frien “l“; Idw i ﬂl"‘ courage you, but I must say that any @ “Why?” he asked. “I cannot com- laughed. i
3 that he had lefta wife and chi 8180 e can gee -he is madly in love with rehend you envying anyone, Mis  “What is that?” he asked gravely.
X Jearned that I have been named sole exe- yyo "y o Delorme.” “That you do not tell Miss Leslie of
N cutor and trustee for his beloved ones, “I know thnl.‘" retorted the beauty, = “Can you not™ she said, and her my discovery.” fixing her large eyes on
3 and I started for London at once, and scornfully. “But I don't care. Wait a Yoice dropped to a tone so low that he hin, pleadingly.

fomd that the Iady and her daughte:
arrived

: 3 lﬂt::“l’cthngm Imow| &:{"’ said
; the earl; seemed particularly acute
: and dul

morning.
letting me know,"” he said,
eolﬁ "‘Pnurthmp they did not know
y _address.”
“‘l‘heyuﬂttohnvemn fmthe
lawyers who seem to have know it,” said

N Gallid ‘shaigaed hio aboulders.
“Wm never think of these things.
Of course, I called upon them, and found
that, as usual, they had relied enhnely
: me to plan out their lives.”
lletLylcﬂ off, Gif?” said the

v well. The girl will have a
"1 understand™ replie 1

E!-ld tl:e earl, drumming
*Good idea. F.

had to bend to cateh it. “How I wish
I could téll you! But I am afraid that
you would only Ifugh at e, or, at best,
think me full of morbid sentiment.”

“I ndeed, I should not,” he said,
touched, in spite of himself, by the sad
melancholy that shone in her downcast
eyes.

“Are you sure?
confide in yol!”

“If 1 can be of ¢ n 7 service to you, if it
wlll Le of any relief to you, pray, dg!™

said but as he spoke an uneasy feeling

< 1 will, ‘.nhe said, after a pause.
full of “‘Lnld Romuey, did you evér hear of the
t mwlwwdoouultoapmdhud;vn
s

Jp s tower and wear an iron
f

“Yu"' he said.
dl'.lnmawnnnnwhohn
it up in a tower, and been dooi-
an iron mask. All my life
1y oné—sah, I know

what you would say! That I have had,
until Tately, a flther. that I have still
a mother. Ah, ey, if you
until the only knew, if you could only guess, how

smok- utterly and entirely solitary a girl can

whide! TfT can have such an effect upon
hnmonthufntevenm( I think I,can
count uopn the future. And I shall
hnve that proud old woman and the
" ton of a daughter on mhy side,
too!”

" CHAPTER XIIL.
“Playing The Part.

He hesitated a few moments, then he
slowly  said:

“Yes, I' will agree to that.”

“How kind you are! Ak, if you knew
how sweet it is to me to share this with
you! And I do so wish that you may be
happy. Perhaps some day you will come
to me and tell me that 1 may
speak to her, openly.I” g

“In a month,” he said, before he had
considered whether he had ought to tell
her or not, “Di—Miss Leslie—has
stipulateld for a month: and the end of
that time all the world may know,”
and his voice deep and musical, rang
out clear and joyous, as he laughed.

She smiled and n

“Xnd meanwhile T am one of the con-
spirators and T have two friends instead
of one! How happy it will make me!”
and, as if with a girlish impulse, she
held out her -hand.

!ﬂe took it, and held it a moment,

n let it fall.

:("bhnll we join the wild ones?™

S Ve laabid, siniply.

She touched the horse with  her whip,
and they rode up to Di and Lady Alice.

T am so temtped to ¢

she

1

CHAPTER XIV.
“I Cannot Be Your Wife.”
Never had the Honorable  Giffard
Lisle beéen more pleasantly sméoth and
insinuating than he was on this evening.

The party was somewhat silent at
dinner; Lord Romuney. feeling that, once
again,; Miss Delorme had succeed ed in
creating a coolness between Di and him.

He tried to catch her eye, and engage
her in conversation, but Di, smarting
with a vague unrset and jealousy,
either kept her eves fixed on her plate
or stared straight in front of her.

Alice tried to get her to talk, but for
orwe Di was steeled against even her
gentle blandishment, and it was left
to Mr. Giffard to come to the rescue.

So the dinner dragged its weary course
and the gentlemen were left to their
wi e,

“Are you tired tonight,
asked Lady Alice,
round Di's waist, timidly.

“No.” said Di, almost roughly, “but
L am fearfully hot—there doesn’t seem
a breath of air in the place. Let us go
out on the terrace; I always fly to that,

Di, dear?”
putting her arm

as a bird flies to the woods when it
escapes from its cage.”
“I'll go with you,” said Alice: but at

that moment
to play,

Lady Fayre called to her
and Di, to whom the sound
of music, excepting it was produced
by Lord Remney, was a direct irritant
made for the open door.

The night air blew, cool and refresh-
ing, across the lawn and Di, throwing
her head back, drew a long breath as a
thirsty man drinks of cold
waler.

a draught

“If T could only blow that fair woman
with the large eves out --[ my brain,”
she murmure: 1, restlesgly; I should be
Jall right !

But the fair woman with the large
eves scemed to haunt her, and hover be-
fore her in the darkness; and half mad
with herself, walked to the end of
the terrace, and. de wding to the
lawn, ed hersell, ardless of the

on a very grassy slope.

she

re
dew,

A minute afterward she heard a step
sounding on the stone walk above
and, it as Mr. Giff
held her breath, in her
desire to escape his notice.

But. to her discomfiture. he stopped at
the top of the steps by which she had
come down the and next minute was by
her side

“Miss Diana!”

“Well?” returned Di, as ungracefully
could.

. I thought it was you!

recognizing ard

Lisle’s almost

he said, pleasantly

as she

“Ah No one
who did not possess yvour magnificent
constitution. and. forgive

me, your

recklessness of the consequences would
sit upon the wet grass at this time of
night.
and he drew a garden chair forward.

“Thanks, but I'm going in.” said Di,
very coolly.

“Oh, pray do not! Lady Fayre is as-
leep. Alice is playing, and very badly
one of Wagner's most exeruciating c-,
forts, and Romney has gone to the lib-
rary with the earl. Better remain here
in this air, Miss Diana. 1
have sought you this evening to iell you
som ‘thing that lies very,
my

“Wouldn't it keep till - the morning?”

*“No; there is no time like the present.’
He commenced again, with a deep sigh:

Permit me to get you g seat.”

pleasant

very heavy on

mind.”

“Poor Rom!"

“Poor Rom!” she echoed, without
changing her  attitude. What's  the
matter with him?”

“Ah, Miss Diana, would that I could
answer, ‘Nothing! But alas! I cannot.
There is a secret chamber in the Fayre
household, which I, and other one, alone

the key
lurks a grizzly

to, and in that chamber
skeleton which is not

have

good to look upon! Miss Diana, can
you guess what that skeleton ?"

“I haven't the slightest idea!” con- |
fessed Di, with a yawn. “I'm not
qutite sure that I know what you are |
alking about !

He glanced at her, covertly. For all

her ignorance of the world he found her
more difficult to manipulate, than he
had caleulated.

“Turn your head, and look behind you
vou!" he said, gravely.

Di, glancing at him curiously, obeye 1.

“Aere after acre, lordly park. noble
forests, farms and homesteads.. You
can see or imageine them all*”

“Yes,” nodded Di.

“And, what,” he said, in a low voice,

and drawing nearer to her, “what if I
teil you that all you see is a mere shadow
a mirage of the desert, which may pass |
away at any moment, dispelled by one
sudden rude blast of an icy wind!™

“What do you mean?”’

“Ab,” he said, wilit a sigh; ‘vou may
well ask. 1 can understand how wild,
how improbable my words must sound
in your ears: and yet they are the words
of solemn, and, to me, an awful truth.
My dear Miss Diana, all this,” and he
waved his hand slowly toward the
house, “is but an unsubstantial fabrie,
which may disappear at a word, unreal,
deceptive, deluding. A cruel mockery,
which may end up at any moment, leav-
ing dust and ashes and desolation be-
hind it!"”

Di sat - up, and looked at him, and
held her breath. It was the first time
she had experienced the effects which
a good actor was capable of producing,

and Mr. Giffard was a good actor, in-|

deed.

“Miss Diana, there is a secret con-
nected with the house of Fayre, and
that secret I am going to te'l you, b -
cause I know you are a true friend of
Romney, and that you would do all
that lay in your power to help him to
happiness ang u\'cr& misfortune from
him. Is this not so?

Di was silent a moment, then she said,
almost inaudibly: “Yes.”

He then told her a story the upshot
of which was that, unablé to see the

e

she demanded. |

Py

that was no place for her, and she ar-
ranged to leive at once, the Honorable
Giffard offering to keep her company.

No one could have been kinder than
was the Giffard Lisle
journey of poor

Honorable o

that ever memorable

Di’s.
EWhen they had arrived at the
junction, and he had made arrange-

ments for her comfort, he began to gat-
her his bag and papers together, and,
putting his hat on, leaned forward.
“] am going to leave you here, my dear
girl,” he said, gently. "I think it best
that you should make the remainder of |

anchor  for

f a retarn to the . napuor,
none but official eraft werse within
he limes

The sun was shining hrightly .when
King George and Queen Mary with
their brilliant suites left the naval
port aboard the royal yaeht Vietoria
and Albert Trinity yacht Irene
led the way and the Vietoria and
Albert was in line by His
Majesty’'s y Alexandra, the Ad-
miralty ya Enchantress, and the
commander-in-chief s vacht Fire
Queen

An additional_convoy of four tor-
pedo-boat destroyers picked up the
royal yachts

betore they reached the
review waters, and showed the way up

the journey and reach home alove. You | :“(‘1_ : d”:ﬂ"’ \]"“‘. of fleet. An the
. 1o I bert approached she
will understand my reason, 1 have nn‘g“' & 8ignal ToF 5 sainte Ml St
doubt.” | ately the gu the warships thum-
“Yes,” said Di, listlessly. It didn't | dered a welc to the King
matter a pin’s point to her whether he | At i of the royal pro-
wont or stoyed ;o o e e L
"“I am an impulsive man,” he contin- oy togeter wi Mgt ‘u" (-v»;r::
ued, gently, “and I am afraid tnat your vesscle, took up their moer-
uncle would get the truth out of me, and a group
that would not do, would it? We are| .“ s Maye . ‘4' the Brit-
quite agreed that no one—no one,” and ; "f‘ '\: r{"‘l!“""":
he laid a significant  stress on the word, | e carrying a flag
“should know all that you and I know !” | <
“Yes, " said Di, again, her eyes fixed, | °6.—According to the
with the same set expression, on the |} & ix ‘ . : “.'-\‘v '”’A
open window; “no one shall know p :
Mr. Giffard waited until the tr m I al
started, then he went to the booking- |t s. A
office and took a ticket for London. | "% Sires \ '
“Poor girl, great pity!"” he murm .
“very great pity, indeed! But ti s il
get over it; she’ll marry the curate, or | ar He
that local doctor, and—and “‘ ! incipal xm-,—h
But the look in poor Di's eves rose| 4 &0 '._-'H“_ffﬁ'-"‘x“&::;-
and haunted him, and he ind | feld cor A = 4
lit a cigar. That at the R i
It was late in the eveming when the ' Westminster was unusually
train reached Rosford. 4 I the first oppurtun-
There was a farmer’s cart waitn | Eng Ca .
the station, and Di walked slowly up|jng
to it, with her bag in her hand, and beg- | ng X
ged a ride home. > ; 4
The farmer’s boy; who regarded| e ¥

as a goddess, a star far b -yond even his
regard, stared and blushed like
and helped her in, and drove off with
out a word, overwhelmed with a hashful
ness which overpowered him and held 1
him fast right up to the
Farm.

Through the open door she saw Uncle
Dan, seated at his supper, and the sight
of his solitude, the air of silence in the
in her thros

house, caused a lump to rise
that choked her
With a quick step. she went on,

nearly

and

stealing behind his chair, flung In-r,

arms round his neck, and.

that trembled woefully,
appear gay,
“Good-evening,

mn a voice

if not hilarious, said:
Uncle Dan!”
“Bless my soul, Di,
what on earth—where
from? My lass!

did you
my lass!” and

with a gulp, he put his arm behind him
and dragged her around, and Di, with a

a girl. |

gaites of Rose |

in its effort to i gu

it you? Why,
spring

mnation

;.t % entral t4 faith
It ab e congre-
-.‘ n 2 - Duke of Norfolk,
q Ear. Ms 1l of the ecoronation
cerem v 3 leader ot the
English Cati many mem-
Vb i 2 Hous Howard; the
'| Earl oi D gh, Lord Francard, many
{ members Parlament, members of
he ar
f Aft v. who was
| th nt 1 by dignitar-
| ies at ' t at the high
| altar fi ayers for the King
{ and
B A\ h urne gave a
U 1e envoy. The
| Duk f ther distin-
] g re guests,
| \ K Queen will return to
{ London to- ) face an er active
ek ncluding gala

wee
pertormar at
Majcsty’'s theatre,

he opera apd His
another royal pro-
gress through North London, a chil-
dren’s ivte at the Crystal l'ulue, a
gardere party at Buckingham Palace

aod numerous important sucial fune-

laugh that was full of tears. fell on her | tigns.

knees. and hid her face in his waistcoat.

“Why,- DiI" he exclaimed. “Come
back Why—what? Is anything the|
e e e
Wonderful Sosne Is Enasoted

Off Spithead.

King George and Queen Mary In the
Yacht Victoria and Albert Inspect
Grand Armada of War Craft, Repre.
senting Seventeen Natlons, Amld
Cooming of Cannone—Fleet Is Twe
by. 8ix Miles.

Portsmouth, Eng., June 26.—Satur
day was the day of ships and s
The King and Queen and the
representatives at the coron
the capital and came here for

unaval review off Spithead. Fine w

ath-

er put the finishing
of the most
the week.
Their Majesties,
official

touches on on

magnificent displays of

i by th

ACCOm panis

envoys

y eame from Londc

{ 1'1\. King wors

: riband of

‘ The Prince «

midshipmen’s
Mary

t royal ladies were d

unif

Princess and

arch as wi
| waters of
navy's day in t
Pageantry.

Ranged

he round of

In a pars logram six mil

{ in length and two miles broad floated
127 British warships and 18 foreign
vessels, representing 17 nations

The aggregate tonnage of the Brit-

| ish craft alone was over one milli

as compared with a * mor 1an

one-half of thgse present at Queen Vic-
toria’s diamond jubilee review in
1897. This aggregati m  of

Dreadnoughts ar
resented approximate
ay of $400,000,000, wl valu
of the iteen  foréign warships is
added, there was moored in this his.
toric roadstead of Spithead an inter-
national war fleet representing a total
| initial expenditure of $500,000,000

Dressed from stem to stern in a riot
©! bunting, the grey lines of the war-
ships with a bac kground fo rmul hy
the blue coast lin€ of the Isle of
Wight, made a magnificent spectacie.
A stroug southwesterly breeze blowing
across the anchorage raised a choppy
sea and incidentally conflicting emo-
tions in many among the of
thousands of spectators who viewed
the scene from the multitude of be-
flagged excursion craft crowding the
roadstead.

At noon picket boats from all the
warships covered the review area like
a flight of gulls’ warning off the flees
of ¢éxcursion vessels,-and from then

scores

man's duplicity and lying, Diana felt

on untib the, King's yacht weighed

Jun

26

A despaich to. The
drid says that - thfe
iaving replied vagd@-

from Great Britain
1 All connae-
of El-Araish
asked Spein
Government more
on concerning Spdif’s
Zram.

| i

| Great Britain Wants to Know.
|

{

nd enquiry has

een re

Two Trampfed by Horse

*June 2i—William
near this village,
>d by being tramp-

he was leading.
t severed and his
A boy in a nesr-
to the rescue,
was rendered
injuries receivéd.
St. Thomas' Hospi-
he may not recover.

L»ed at His Work.

It June 26.—Mattiias
years, a bridge tender
lied suddenly of
his work Friday

t Humi r

diseas

art
eveuning

voers at a m=eting at Rot-
rday decided that they
ers of the situation and re-
make any concessions to the

ung man named Barticotte lost

s life on Ssawurday in the Louise

n at Quebec by drowning. His

got under o of the sluices,

ch carries the water from the
)

ck.
Three n

stood by a stream at
London, O

and watched three boys
struggling for their lives in the water
and refused to help when appealed to.
James Peters, aged 17, saved one boy,
but Thomas and Earl Fountain were
drowned.

I'\\ t

b

thousand harvest hands will
qu. ed to handle the crop -that
Saskatchewan will reap this year, ae-
ording to an estimate from an official
source. This is greater by 50 per cent.
th 1e number required in any pre-
vious vear

Five unegroes were blown into the
Mississipp! River and drowned; s
sixth so badly scalded that he died,
and from fifty to sixty injured by a
boiler explosion late Saturday on the

Mississippi River Packet City of St.
Joseph, Memphis, Tenn.
Glenn H. Curtiss gave some mkr-

esting demonstrations of the working
of the hydro-aeroplane at Fall River
(Mass.) yesterday. He skimmed the
water at a speed of 50 miles an houy,
and while at a height of 300 to 400 feet
he devolped a speed of 80 miles #n
hour.

Barge to Be Raised.

St. Catharines, June 26.—-The &on-
tract for raising ihe barge Ge
Davie of the Montreal Transportatioh
Co., which ran aground near Alexaniea
Bay has been awarded to the Calvii -
Co., Kingston. The work will be coty
merced in a few days. The bargeiwis
grain laden and bound for Montreal
The vessel is lving on its Bexm eids
in deep water” The wheat is valyed
ab $35,000, the boat st $25000, «




