BRITISH AND FRENCH DRIVE N~ Mo

¢ ENEMY LINES SEVEN AND HALF
MILES IN GENTHE AT PLESSIER

Field Marshal Haig Announces Also That Goodly

THE RUSGIANG

Gains Have Been Made Eastward Over Front

of Fifteen Miles Lying Between Plessier and|  [JEGLARE AR ?

Morlancourt — Operations Begin Early in

Morning on Amiens Front.
Canadians, French, Australians and English Di-

Stockholm Hears Through
Berlin That Bolsheviki and
Britain Considered No
Longer At Peace.

visions, Assisted By Large Number of British

Tanks, Storm Germans on Front of More 'ﬂlan!
Twenty Miles, From the Avre River at Braches
To Neighborhood of Morlancourt. iy

London. Aug "8—Field

cerning the new offensive by the British and French ‘troops
shows that the enemy line has been driven in about seven
miles and a half in the center at Plessier, which lies southcast
of Moreuil. "It shows that goodly gains also have been made
eastward over the front of fifteen miles lying between Ples-
sier and Morlancourt. The statement says that no estimate
can be made concerning the prisoners, guns and material cup-
tured, but that several thousand prisoners and many guns

have been taken.

The text of the statement follows:
“The operations commenced this morning on the Am

ens front by the French First

eral Debentry and the British Fourth Army under Sir Hen-

ry Rawlinson, are proceeding

of Allied troops was completed under cover of night, unno-

ticed by the enemy.
Canadians In It

“At the hour of assault, French,
Canadian, Australian and English divi-
sions, assisted by a large number of
British tanks, stormed the Germans on
a front of over twenty miles, from the
Avre River at Braches to the neigh-
borhood of Morlancourt. The enemy
‘was taken by surprise and at-all poinis
the Allled troops have made rapid pro-
gress.

“At an early hour our first objectives
had been reached on the whole of the
front attacked. Diying the morning
the advance of the Allied infantry
continued, actively assisted by British
cavalry, dight tanks and motor ma.
chine gun batteries.

Sharp Fighting. -

“The resistance of the German di-
visions in the line was overcome at
certain points after sharp fighting, and
many prisoners and a' number of guns
were captured by our troops.

“The French troops, attacking with
great gallantry, crossed the Avre
River, and despite the enemniy’'s opposi-
tion, carried hostile defences.

“North of the Somme the greater
part of our final objectives were gain-
ed before noon, but in the neigh¥\or’
hood of Chipilly and south of Morlan-
court parties of .the enemy observed
prolonged resistance,

“In both localities the fighting was
heavy, but ultimately our troops broke
down the opposition of the German in.
fantry and gained their objectives.

“South of the Somme, the gallantry
of the Allled infantry and the dagh
and their vigor had gained during the
afternoon the final objectives for the
day on practically the whole of the bat
tle front.

Cavalry Used.

“Assisted by ‘our light tanks and ar-
mored cars, cavalry passed through
the infantry and beyond our objec:
tives, riding down the German trans-
ports and limbers in their retreat, and
capturing villiges and many
prisoners.

“The l.cnenl line reached by our
troops ‘runs from ' Plessier-Rozainvil:

lers to Beaucourt, to oalr.'tonn_m-_

Stockholm, Aug. 8.—The Russian
government has issued a declaration
that a state of war exists between
England and Russia, according to a
despatch’ to the Lokal Anziger of Ber:
lin, which prints it ‘‘with reserva-

tion."” ¥ ;
per Pravd of Petrograd
the Russian republic
it to Germany to carry
on the struggle against Russia's
formeér 'allies. :

Leon Trotzky, the Bolshevik min-
ister of war, is reported to have s«
sued an order in which the French,
English and Czecho-Slovaks are de-
clared to be enemies of Russia.

Marshal Haig's statement con-

minister of blockade ' sgid ‘in the
House of Commons today. Sir Rob-
ert's declaration was in the nature of
a reply to a question asked by Joseph
King, Liberal' member from Somer-
set, North..
Army under command of Gen- Getmah Agesatibin.
London, Aug. 8.—1It is reported here
today that it has been agreed be-
tween the Bolsheviki and the Germans
that the Germans shall not advance
further into Russia. Under this ar-
rangement the Bolsheviki would be
able to transfer troops from the east-
ern front to be concentrated against
the Czecho-Slovaks in the Volga re-
gion. R, i
After the occupation of Archangel
by the allies, the Bolsheviki withdrew
acrosg the river Dvina and on August
4, were again driven out of their posi-
tions there, chiefly by shell fire, ac-
cording to news received today, The
Allies have since pushed rapidly
southward along the railway towards
Vologda.

successfully.. The assembly

ville, to Chipilly and to the west of
Morlancourt,

“No accurate estimate can be given
concerning the number of prisoners or
guns or the amount of material cap-
tured, but it is known that several
thousand prisoners and many guns
have fallen into our hands.”

THREE STEAMERS
ARE SUBMARINED
The Merak, Lake Portage

(Americans) and British
Steamer Berwind Sunk.

Mistile Forces.

The hostile forces so easily over-
come at Archangel numbered about
8,000 men, comprising 1,500 armed|
Maximalists, 400 Laps, some 900 Ger-
mans, and 5,000 workmen. Large
quantities of rolling stock and stores
were captured by the allies, as well
as two heavy batteries.

The German forces north of the
Guif of Finland, have heen recently re-
inforced and are estimated to number
50,000, mostly inferior troops. These
forces are being concentrated for an
advance against the Murman railways,
along which there has been gome!
skirmishing.

Elizabeth City, N. C., Aug. 8.—Twen-
ty survivors of the crew of the Amier)
can steamship Merak, sunk by a Ger-
man submarine off the North Carolina
coast, Tuesday night, were landed
here today, accounting for all persons
aboard the vessel.

Thé Merak, one of the former Dutch
cargo vessels which were taken over
a few months ago by the United States
shipping board, was on her way from
an lAmechn port for Chile, carrying
coal,

Washington, Aug. 8—German sub-
marines operating off the French coast
on August 3, sank the small American
steamship Lake Portage and the Bri-!

h steamer Berwind.

A belated official report announced
here today told of the sinkings with.
out details. The Lake Portage of 1,998
gross tons, was bullt last year at Du-
luth, Minn.

THREE SHOT IN |
DRAFT BATTLE

Military Police and Slackers |
Clash Near Ormstown, Que. ,

Montreal, Aug. 8.~In a pitched bat-!
tle between military policemen and an
alleged draftee anfl his friends near
Ormstown today, Frank Robidoux
wanted as a draftee, and his brother,
8 George, and a gnilitary constable were
p TD o shot. h’l‘he t!:lmu',;‘dod mexim were all

RlEs brought to the city and placed in the

ROWNED Royal Victoria Hospital. They wil
_ all recover.

Quebec, Aug. 8-—Rev. Phidyme| The fight took place when the mili-
Jobin, Roman Catholic curate at St.|tary surrounded the house where
Francols, ‘Beauce, was drowned yes- Frank Robidoux was Iiving and at-
terday while bathing in Lake Legare,|tempted to arrest him. Five military
Temiscouata county. The decaesed [policemen were engaged by the Robi-
who was ordained priest in 1914 was|doux brothers and their friends drm-
81 yessa of age. ed with shot guns,

Commission to Russia. |

London, Aug. 8.—Great Britain and
France will co-operate in the plans
of the United States to send .to Russia
a commission of commercial, agricul-j
tural and legal experts and American|
Red Cross workers, Sir Robert Cecil,

THE GERIM
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FOREIGN SECRETARY
TALKS TO PACIFISTS

Way To Eradicate Heresy Is
To Show War Not Always Big New Drive Gives Promise
Succsssful. of Seriously Menacing En-
; tire German Front From
Near the Sea To Rheims.

ENEMY FLEES

ABOMINABLE DOCTRINE
OF GERMAN EMPIRE

(By The Assoclated Press.)

The historic battle ground between
Amiens and Montdidier again is the
scene of a mighty contest. This time
the British and French are the aggres
tons. sors ahd under their fierce onslaughts

in the first day's bat®é they Jaye Hene-
trated deeply into the Gen;x'mn posi-
tions over a fromt of more than twen-

London, Aug., 8""((_:‘““‘""‘“ Press|ty miles, reaching from the region of
Despatch from Reuter’s ‘Ltd.)—Reply-!Braches to the neighbo#hood of Mor-
ing to the arguments of pacitists the|jancourt.

British Foreign Secretary, Right Hon.| Following short but intensive artil-
A. J. Balfour, said in the 'house of|lery preparations and aided by misty
commons this afternoon that the true|weather the Allied attack took the Ger-
obstacle to peace was that educated|
Germany unitedly upheld the grossly

Pernicious and Rus-
sian Policies Condemn Teu-

fled almost everywhere pell-mell b
fore the tanks, motor machine gun
batteries, cavalry and infantry sent
against them. All the objectives set
for the Australians, Canadians, Eng-
lishmen and Frenchmen were attain-
ed in remarkably quick time, and at
last accoup:s Thursday night, the Al-
Hed forces were still making progress.
‘Wherever the enemy turned to give
battle he was decisively defeatd.

Thousands of Prisoners.

prisoner. Large numbers of guns were|

captured. Great quantities of war ma-
terials were taken and a score or more
of villages and hamlets were re-occu-
pied. In addition heavy &nsunltir’s
were inflicted upon the enemy.

At its deepest point the penetration
of the German line was about seven
and a half miles eastward from Vil
lers-Bretonneux to Framerville, while
from two to flve miles were gained all
along the fromt from northwest nr'
Montdidier to the region around Mor-
lancourt. The fighting extended north
of Morlancourt to the Albert sector,
Y " but no official details concerning it|{

IS O BALL SN Wb have been received.

immoral heresy that a policy of uni-} The advance of the Allies in the
versal domination was the true policy; center places them well astride the
of any nation wishing to be great. The| railroad ‘leading from Villers-Breton-
heresy originated from the facile war|neux t6 the important junction ntl
successes of Germany and the way to} Chaulnes, where lines radiate north-
eradicate it was to show Germany war | eastward toward Peronne and south-
did not always elad to success. Ger-| ward through Roye to Compiegne. ’l‘hel
many visibly practised these abomin-|Failway running northward to Bra e
able doctrines and no German states-| Was crossed when the Allies took Fra-
men had ever declared his intention|™merville.

of restoring Belgium which even the
most extreme pacifist in' the house of
commons was determined should be
done.

Menaces German Front.

ell out on the plains and pressing
forward, seemingly with great rapidi-
ty, the present offensive of the French
and British gives promise of seriously
menacing the entire German front
from near the sea to Rheims. If the
drive should proceed eastward to any|
great depth it cannot but affect the
armies of the German Crown Prince

German Sea Theories

Balfour said that the carrying out of
German theories was even more strik-
ingly exemplified on her eastern front-
jer where she steadily and remorseless.

ly was endeavoring in every way to :

bring  the peoples _thera under her o vedls and ';‘Z‘Xfu?é’, ks oracet
economic and imlitary dnmlnntlon‘l cable a stand by them ev P! )ﬂ ¢
Finland as a “liber.| . SO norh ok
Germany went to {the Afsne along the Chemin Des

ator.” Next to being enslaved by Ger-| Dames.
many there was no worse fate than| Under the pressure of the offensive |
being liberated by Germany. Finland |the menace to the channel ports also
was now in the grip of Germany, who)seems, for the moment at least, to
insisted on dictating what kind of a|vanish. Alregdy there have been
government Finland should have and(signs to the northward from the posi-
had stripped her of her copper and|tions where the Crown Prince Rup-
other materials, had established gar.jbrecht had formed his men for a drive
risons there and had attempted to uso;towar:lethtebch&nnél that a retrogr:}de
move! n y e Germans was not fm.
her against Russia and the Allies. pORMBIE . WHLK the SHtlks of bis 1.
perial cousin on (the Soissons-Rheims
salient badly shattered and unable to
Germany had cyncially and audac-{lend him ald when Iis own forces
fously re-arranged the map of Hastern north of Montdidier are in a rather pre-
Europe regardless of national or ethnic | carious position as a result of the new

|

Rearranged Map

Aimitations that without German sup:|offensive, it is apparent that Rupprecht

port the whole fabric would fall to|will#ave to defer his campaign to cut

pleces. He would not conceive .of *he|off the cross-channel service.

Allles tolerating any peace walch :

would leave that state of things un- On the-Nasle. *

femedied and enable Germany to am:| On the Vesle front little fighting oc-
an enormous increase of power for|curred Thursday except in the pro-

waging war in the future, cess of the line-straightening opera-

Continued on Page Two. Continued on Page Two-

THE CANADIANS, AU
! ENGLISH AND FRENCH MAKE A
MIGHTY DRIVE ON THE SOMME

~ INGONFUSION

Prussians and Bavarians

‘

STRALIANS,

of Crown Prince Rup-

precht’s Army Flee Before Advancing Infant-

ry and Tanks, Leaving

Many of Their Guns and

Seven Thousand Prisoners Behind Them—
Heavy Casualties Inflicted on the Enemy, While
Losses To the Allies Excessively Small.

Attack Was Matﬁz

Dawn—'lil—lrsday on Front of

Over Fifteen Miles Astride the River Somme on’
the Historic Battle Ground Between Amiens
and Montdidier—Allies Capture Many Vil-

lages and Big Gunsin Their Sweeping Rush.

With the British Army in France, Aug. 8—(By The
Associated Press)—Fighting their way through the Germans

mans completely by surprise and they| at dawn on a front of over fifteen miles

astride the River

Somme, British and French troops this afternoon had reach-

ed points from five to six miles inside

the

lines which this

morning belonged to the enemy.
The Prussians and Bavarians fled before the advancing
infantry and tanks, leaving many of their guns behind them.
Large numbers of prisoners have been taken both
the British and French and heavy casualties undoubtedly
Thousands of Germans were made have been inflicted on the FREIY.

Thus far everything has

been accomplished with ex-

cessively small losses to the Allies.

Of one entire British corps, for instance,

two hours

after the attack began, only two officers and fifteen men of
the ranks were reported as casualties.

Enemy in Danger.

The artillery has followed up the
storm troops closely and now is hurl-
ing shells down upon the enemy for
which, taken by surprise and fierc
attacked, must be in a more or le
crippled condition. It is believed that
reinforcements are on the way to help
them.

What tomorrow holds for the enemy
cannot be forecasted, but the outlook
is not a promising one under present
conditions.

Moreuil and the country-front ad-
joining Villers-Aux-Erables have been
taken by the French, while the British
have captured the Dodo and Hamel
Woods nad Marcelcave after hard
fighting and pushed a considerable
distance beyond.

Bspecially hard fighting was experi-
enced, and ig sti-in progress, on the
left flank of thé fighting front in the
neighborhood of Morlancourt,

The weather helped in the advance,

Began At Four A.M.

North of the attacked zone the bar-
rage began at four o’clock this morn-
ing and lasted four minutes. Tanks
then rolled forward and yith them
the infantry swarmed toward the ene-
my lines. These lines were reached
and passed as a mist started to roll in.

All along the line, except possibly
northward on the left flank, very little
enemy shelling was experienced after
the attack got well under way.

Nearly =21l the country already
fought over and that now in front of
the Allied forcs is low and rolling, and
especially adapted to open warfare.

One new German division which had
just arrived in the line before the at-
tack was launched was told to expect
local attacks.

Germans Surprised.

Prisoners taken from this division
said they had heard nothing of a gen-
eral attack being contemplated.

Where the tanks and the armored
car batteries pressed forward on (he
rolling country there was much agita-
tion among the enemy. A report came
back that a British tank, probably one
of the fast little whippets, had been.

| seen chasing a frightened German
general up the road. But the enemy
general was not alone in the direction
i in which he was going. Observers re-
| ported considerable columns of enemy
transport going eastward in a hurry
' during the middle of the day.
{ _ Further south, the tanks likewise
{ did excellent work. They also haal
; been taken across the River Luce, un’
| der the cover of night, and they did
| valuable work in assisting at the cap-
lture of Dodo Wood and Humel Wood
| and the nearby high ground.
i
E Infantry Goes Over.
!

Slightly north of here the British
| batteries moved forward so rapidly
| that they were up and firing in their
| new positions thirty minutes after
{ midnight when the infantry went over
inm top, followed at first in this par
ticular case by The tanks 1,000 yards
to the rea
At six o'clock the weather was so
i thick t objects twenty yards away
! hardly were visible and the British
| were not slow to take the opportunity
| to plunge through under its protection.
About 6.45 the first prisoners began
coming back. They were unwounde:
and looked clean, as if they had jucy
come off parade, showing how com-
plete had been the surprise. The
British pounced on them before they
! had the slightest chance to give battle.
The prisoners that arrived later
were not so clean, and they came rear-
{ ward carrying wounded on stretchers.

| Thunderous Roar.

i

The British army, which had startegd
| off with a thunderous roar, by seven
| o'clock had quieted down to a virtua’

silence. This was because the afti

{ lery had ceased firing while it was bs
ing advanced to keep up with the in-
fantry and the tanks. It was the tanks
which by seven o'clock had rolied pon-
| derously into Cerisy, driving out the
enemy, and a few hours later, in a aiffi-
c;xlt manoeuvre, took the wood oppo-
site.

The tanks crossed the Avre and did
excellent work here, too, with the in-
fantry. On the peninsula between the

Continued on Page Two.




