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the univesal day of prayer lor student For several veat

the corresponding date, the second Sunday of February, has

been observed in this way, and year by year an increasing
number of universities, colleges and schools have united in
its observance. All the Christian student movements he
longing to the World's Student Christian Federation, nume
Jritain, the United States,
Canada, the Scandinavian countries,

ly, those of Germany, Great
Holland,  France,
Switzerland, Australasia, South Africa, Japan, China, India
and Ceylon, and of all lands, without national organiza
tions, have officially endorsed and adopted this day for
united intercession on behalf of students. These move
ments embrace over 1,600 Christian Student societies
with a-total membership of over 89,080 students and

professors.

—The British Baptist Handbook for 1904, which has
been lately issued, indicates, according to the statemant of
l.ondon Baptist Times, a considerable increase and advance
in the denomination during the past year. " The increase
in the membership of the churches was twice as large as in
1902 and the increase in the seating accommodation af-
forded by houses of worship four times as great. The total
number of churches included in the statistics is 2,875,
showing an increase of 72. The membership of the church-
es has grown from 377,747 to 388,387; the number of Sun-
day School scholars from 542,36 to 567,635
The number of chapels is 3.977, affording seating accom-
modation for 1,368,666 persons, an increase of 24,132 for the
year. The number. of accredited ministers in charge of
churches is 2,117 as compared with 2,072 in 1902. There is
an increase of 1081 teachers in the Suvday <chools and 411
local preachers connected with the churches.

~—The value of coolness and discipline in presence of
danger was well illustrated in connection with the burning
of the Hamilton Street school building in Toronto last
week. The incident seems the more remarkable when con-
sidered in contrast with the ternible results of the panic
which occurred in connection with the 'roquois Theatre
disaster in Chicago, a week earkier. Out of the burning
school buildings some 600 children and their teachers
marched quietly and without mjury to anyone, although
the fire was making rapid progress in the partitivns and
under the floors at the time. In less than two minutes all
were gut. The value of a fire drill at a time of real peril
was demonstrated. 1 is terrible to think what might be
the result under such circumstaoces in a large and high
school building if the scholars were not accustomed to such
dicipline. A panic¢ in such a case might mean the sacrifice
of scores f not hundeeds of lives. It is- evideat that in
connection wit' every large school a figg. drill shoald be
maintamed with suliicient !requrnc;" 10 insure effective

discipline in case of an emergency

We learn with regret that Dr. J. C. Morse of Digby Neck,
has felt constrained by failing health 1o resign the pastorate

of the churches which, for so many years," he has served
with so marked ability and fidelity, At the same time we
most heartily congratulate our aged and most highly
esteemed brother upon the long and faituful service which
i the providence of God he has been enabled to render to
the churches over which he has presided and to the denom-
inaticn, An unbroken ministry of over sixty years with
the same people is a record seldom paralleled. The fact
that D). Morse has done. his life-work very modestly and
quietly in a quiet rural district has not prevented him
being widely known and appreciated. His praise is in all
our churches and he is pérsonally known and loved by
The readers of the
Messenirr. anp Visitor will heartily join with us in the
desir= that Dr. Morse's lif» may be prolonged as long as he
can be happy and useful here, and that the evening of life

meny in all parts of our Proviners.

for Kim may be radiant with light from that land to which
the pilgrim’s face is turned

Rev. Dr. Goodspeed of McMaster University, was in St.
John on Monday on his way to Toronto, after having spent
the Christimas vacation with his family at Paradise, N. 8
Die. Goodspeed was preseot at the Monday morning Minis-
ind gave an interesting address touching
The churches *are generally
supphied with pastors there are enc \mm(ing manifestations

ters Meoeting

Baptist interests in Toronto

of spiritual life and the outlook is most hopeful. McMas-
ter University is snjoying prosperity and - the tone of the
eligious life of the institution is excellent.  Dr. Goodspeed
poke of the work of McMaster Evangelistic Band, an or-
ganization which has been formed among the students for
evangelistic work., The Band has visited a number of
tirches in the vicinity of Toronto and -elsewhere, and the
result of their testimony as to the value of the religion of
fesus and theic appeals to the unconverted has been most
In most of the churches thus visited

gratifying a score or

more of persons have been lod to declare for Christ, while in

one instance two hundred have professed conversion.
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Boston Letter.

Hos‘on has just had the most severe snow stggm fog, a
Not only has a great quantity of snow
fallen but the cold has been remarkably intense. An ex-
ceptional amount of suffering has been occasioned among
those whom poverty makes it a custom to pinch.

The Baptist Ministers' Conference of Bostan is enjoying

number of years

excellent session
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Death is making inroads uj ber of generous
public-spirited men with which the Bapfist churches of
greater Boston have been b ed A man of noble life,
Hon. Ches'er W. Kingsley, of Cambridge, Mass | has just
passed to his reward. [u v eng penod of Christian
service all the varied fornis of denom thactivity felt
the thnill of his warm intervst and | maeinl assistance

A few years ago Mr. King.iey gave %)

0 tn “l]\\!‘il\n\f,\'
and educational institétions. One of h's last gifts was a
check for 10,000 to aid n wiping out a % roo,000 debt on
Worcester Academy, one of the finest preparatory institu-
tions in the country.

A deeper concern for the salvation of the imasses seems
apparent among the churches than there has heen for some
years. Truly this is greatly needed in this city. The
churches need to be thoroughly aroused
science needs awakening. Hoston is under- Roman Cathoi
domination. It is a slave to

I'he public con-
the ram traffic.  Every ism
under heaven seems to find here some congenial soil.  There
is a strange running aftér modern vagaries, Tut there is
power in the Gospel of the Son of Gol.  We need no new
gospel but we do need a new faith in the old gospel and a
new zeal in its proclamation ,

I trust that this will be a very prosperou

year for the

MaessenGer avp VisiTor and & most bappy one for its be

loved Editor. A F. Newcomn
29 Whodville St., Roxbury Mass, Jan. 7th, 1904
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The Maritime Baptist Historical
Society.

1 prrsume that members of this society are busy unearth
ing valuable Baptist history that has been
debris of the past century

1 have lately settled in Albert Co. in N.'B, and have be-
come interested in the early Baptist history of this region.
This has been and is a Baptist County. but much of “its
early history is fragmentory indeed. A great many Baptist
ministers have passed through this county making briel or
extended stays, in fact it seems to me that nearly all . our
pastors of the Maratime Provinces have at one time or  an-

overed by the

other labored in this county. It is evident that the Church
Clerks of the early part of the past century did not have the
historic spirit, for in many
comes down to us voncerning the work of those who have
béen pioneers in this region

not a shred of

Instory

Th's is the paragrayh with which ths recorded bistory of
the Hopewell Baptist Church begn

“The Baptist Church in Hopewell wius vrganived i the
vear of Our Lord 1818, Previous to  the v TR
the church there was preaching by several Baptist minister
but principally by Rev. Mr. Newcamb,who resided in - what
is now called Harvey.’

How we would like to know about the weork of that
pioneer Bro. Newcomb. Fvidently Dr. Bl did not ' know
him, as he does not mgntion his nane

Thesecond paragraph is even more unsatisfactory

“Since the organization, the church b
Nathan Cleveland, James Steven

mploved  Rey's

Samuel McCully awd

Wm, Sears to preach the gospel, but in the e Gl dates
we were unable to mention the time when any of them
left except Rev. Wm. S+a s, which was i (8

These two paragraphs remind us of the fust elev en chap-

ters of Genesis -in that they recor

that we know of

about one half of the entire Okl Testament peirod (accord

ing to common chronology [t may be thit some of vour

readers have some knowl r all of the men

mentioned above, outside of that [ound 1 or Saun

teful

ullbe gra

der’'s histories of the Baptist [ sl

indeed to have them cor neconcerning them

It may be that simil aragrapt t above are
found in many of our ch ! Let u ke earnest
efforts to learn the early history of vur ehurches, now that
arrangements are made to ha wh docunents preserced

[ would suggest moreover that our pidd Wi

what they conceive to be

they have labored for the periods over which ther  labor
extended, bringing thése records up to lan. 1, 1404 For
ward these-documents to the librarian of Acadia  College
Then at the beginuing of each year to send in whatever
seems to them to be history for the place oc places
they have labored during the year. My idea is not
that these accounts should be biographies, but the real

whege
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hear from
W1
Hopewell Cape, Jan. 6, 14 4 ™

New k.%ool(s.

O Owy ane Otier. Worcos. By “loseph Himiltan

Introduction by Rev. W, H. Withrow, DD, F. R S C

Phis -volame « [ 200 pages contains many facts in con

nection with the science of Astronomy with which all
intelhigent persons should be acquainted.  The author is
n?‘.r great “:nnm-u‘m‘y or a very p ofound thinker perhaps,
hit he has evidently a very respectable acquaintance with
the IMerature of astronomy and is able 1o present his
knuwledge of the subject in language easily understood. by
the ordinary reader. The author discusies tre nebular
I pothesis and the question as to whether other planets
ire inhabited. arguing this question in the aflirmative.
Whether or not his opinions on these subjects carry con-
viction to the reader’s mind, the author's discussion of them
will be read with interest:  The facts in reference to the
planets of our solar system, their size, movements, etc., are
clearly presented and the réader is helped to comprehend
the imimense distance involved by lustrations diawn
from the rate of movement of a railway train, and from the
speed with which light and sound travel. '\We compiend
the book as a valuable popular treatise on @ verv interes-
g subject

William Briggs, Toronto
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Sunday School. Organization.

Mg. Eptror ;| am elad to notice that we Baptists are

waking up to importance of Sunday ‘school work as
shown by recent artic'es in your paper and most penple

who will stop to concider will agree witn me that this
happy state of affairs has been brought about largely

through the efforts of the interdenominational S. 8 organ-

ization, The futher of the Uniform S. 8. lLesson and for
30 vears the head of the International $ S. organization,
Benjamin Francklin Jacobs, was & Baptist.  The late Dr.
John A, Broaders, D. D, whom all Baptists delight 10 honor
was a prominent member of the lesson conimittee, He too
died in the harness. A great cloud of witnesses amongst
the Baptists of the Maritime Provinces could rise and testify
to the blessings received from this organizati-n. * Should

we do more for our Sunday schools as a denomination?
Of course we shoul-! but how? Organize S, S. conventions .
in province, county and district. This plan has been tried in,
some strong Baotist counties and did not succeed  Whilst
it discouraged many Baptists from taking advantage of the.
other organization it was not able to supply its place In
counties where the Baptist cause is weak it is vot practics
able at all.  We.would like to suggest another plan, make
use of the organizations we already have. The business
formerly done by our Asso iations is now nearly all done by

the Maritime Convention Why not devote one day of
each of our seven Associations to practical 8. 8 work'ard
have a specialist in attendance. Work along the <ime
lings in County and [District organizations. This plan
would require no new organization, save time, save money
and reach most of our people who are the most deeply in-

terested in the extension of the Master's kingdom.  Many
Baptist ministers fail to show the interest in S. S. work

which its importance demand:, but there are signs of im

provement and the above plan would help the work along.

C.F A

“My Hope .is in Thee.”

PSALM 39-7.

Creator of blessings, my hope is in Thee,

In Thee there is blessing unfailing for me,

All others might fiil me, all joys | have known,
Ihis blessing imniortal would still be my own,

Our Life is all living, our death is not death,
Where hope in the Saviour has given new breath,
I'he sweet life eternal is strong in us here

The valley of shadows holds nothing to fear

In Thee, as | see Thee, while living our life,
Triumphant o'er snrrow and over all strife,
1ife, Deat®:Besurrection, my Hope's opendoor
A hope thus engendered is Hope evermore

In thee, when love vision jooks far through the sky,
I.ooks into hope’s fountain, and views Thee on high,
d views the exalted enthroned and supreme,

All clearly distinguished in love’s sacred glean

in Thee when new heavens above the new earth,
O'er arch the fair_cradle of life's final birth,
Hope's glorious fruition ! the city [ see !
I see all the ransomed made perfect in Thee !
Apmisox F. Browxe
Tanuary 4, 1904.
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We are very grateful to the large number of our sub-
scribers who have remitted their suberiptions, me: ny of
them in ‘advance. But there are still too large numbers
in arrears, some of them since 1895 or 1806, and with such
we plead for immediate settlement. Our Business Man-
ager cannot pay salaries and maturing bills for paper if
scubseriptions rema n unpard, 1t jsimportant that every
thing in connection with this paper be dene “decently and
in order,” and we belive a very large majority of our read-
ers wish itso. At least $2000, about a third of the amount
due. is required at once and we earnestlv urge every sub-
scriber in arrears ta do his or her part so that fiuancial
engagments may be promptly discharged,




