THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER,
Vorume LX. }

ST. JOH

Vol. XIIL

'Contmt:._

Bhort Stories, -

EDITORIAL:

Pligue ' and Famine in Helly Helper, -

Indin, + - "« < 4 Prayer Meeting

Peterand Qornelius, < 4 ©  and Notos, ~ + Sl

Note, = ‘= ' w s (e F o& MIsgION,

CoNTRIBUTED, W, B M. U., F.M. Board,
T Hoxr - ¥

20th An, B. Telugu Mis. ik
Conterence, (H. F. L. 2 Tis SUNSDAY SOHOOL.
Loago Cone

A_Day st Speiman, (K. O. ~Gentiles
Mol o ’ v-nﬂ&‘h A:';‘mhx:,.‘ .
! b Doatiis,

nomr"x‘u'u. O, W, W,
Special Feell
‘Meeting, 4
ows Bummary, Mand
oticen, « » s o

o Boyal Spoctrc, (W.H.W.)
Mantioba Letter, (E. J. G.), 3
SroryY PAGE

Bl{ other's - Sermon,
(Yan McLaren), -+ =« 4

bl 8 .

8

The South ‘African sky, in a po-
litical sense; is by no means
cloudless. Trouble in connection with the Trans-
vaal is seriously threateried, and there are'at least
some who regard the conditions in that quarter of
the globe as more ominons for the peace of the Brit-
ish Empire than are the European troubles which at
present centre in Crete. ,Mr, Chamberlain, the
Britigh Secretary of State for the Colonies, appears
to be speaking in a changed tone in reference to
South African affairs.  His recent utterances are by
no means concilliatory, and indicate a belief on his
part that the republic over which President Kruger
presides is a centre of torces hostile to British
interests, Mr. Chamberldini evidently ‘desires that
the Bmperor of Germany, as well as President Kru-
gerand whoever elsé it may concern, shall under-
stand definitely that British supremacy in South
Africa is an essential feature of British policy, and
that if  Oom Paul’’ and Kaiser William intend to
dispute Great Britgin's claims in this respect, they
must be prepared to do so against the most conclu-
sive arguments that the strength of the British Em-
pire can furnish. At a farewell dinmer given'in
London to Sir Alexander Milne, the newly appointed
Governor of Cape Colony, at which a number of dis-
guished guests were present, includihg Mr. Balfour,
Lord Rosebery, 8ir William Harcourt and Mr. As-
quith, Mr, Chamberlain made an address, in the
course of which he said that, though the situation
in South Africa was not free from danger, he be-
lieved the problem was not insoluble. The common -
interests of the two races in South Africa, he said,
were immeasurably greater than any difference be-
tween them, the British were always willing to con-
cede to their Duteh fellow-subjects all privileges of
law they themselves eifoyed, and surely it might be
hoped that the Transvaal would realize its duty and
fulfil the obligations it had voluntarily assumed in
the London Cemwention. But Mr. Chamberlain de-
clared that the British nation was determined to
uphold its rights under the convention and its dom-
inanee in South Africa. If, as had been suggested,
certain eminent men in South Africa ,aspiring to an
independent federation of States in which Dutch
influence would be dominant, were seeking the sup-
port of Continental Kurope rather than of Great
Britain, he viewed such a course as incompatible
with British interests, even with the possession of
Cape Colony, which was the most important strate-
gic point of the Empire, and which was absolutely
necessary to Great Britain as a great eastern power,
Until such aspiration was frankly abandoned there
could not be a final and satisfactory settlement of
the question,

South Africa.
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Mgr, Merry del Val, the papal
gblegate to Canada,  reached
: Montreal by way of New York
on Tuesday, March 3o... While he waited for a little
at the Grand Trunk station before taking the train
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to Quebec, he was taking in hand by the newspaper
_men, and the man from Rome skems to have made

~ quite & grand impression upon the men of the quill.

A Witness reporter describes the Monseigneur as a
young man dressed in black, straight and tense, tall
and thin and dark; his face keen and eager; his
eyes large, black and lustrous ; his eye-brows arched
in exquisite lines, and his lifted hat showed a brow
broad and thonghtful. And besides all this '* a great
calm sat on him,” He was not discompesed by the
strangenéss of his surroundings—not in- the least.
Even the interviewers could not ruffle his tranquillity
~—“When he spoke it was.in soft musical accents,””
and he ** smiled upon the little group of clerics from
the palace with rare sweetness.’'

“ Mgr Merry del Val is thoroughly matured by experi-
ence.  He speaks with easy grace ; his attitude is that of
aman who has been accust d toa complex society ;
his voice has the indefinable but unmistakable accent of
culture ; he speaks English as it is spoken by cultivated
Englishmen,”

Mgr. del Val was interrogated in reference to his
reported utterance in London,respecting the passing
of the bill by the Manitoba Legislature, endorsing
the Laurier-Greenway settlement, and admitted that
he had expressed regret at the action of the Legisla-
ture. - When informed that ‘‘ the school question is
settled, and may now be said to be removed from
the political arena, '’ and that, with the Legislature
and the vast major®y of the people in favor of the
terms of .settlement agreed upon,.no amendment
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number appeared to have favored taking the vote at
as early a date as practicable, while others thonght
that a much larger vote would no doubt be polled if
the plebiscite were taken in connection with a gen-
eral election, and that the taking of the vote at
another time might result in sosmall a vote being
polled that the Government would not regard it asa
sufficient indication of popular sentiment to justify
the passing of ‘prohibitory law, even though the
majority might be large. It was generally agreed

- that those only who were qualified to vote in Domin-

ion elections could properly vote on the plebjscite.
A resolution was adopted appointing Senator Vidal
and Messrs. Flint, Craig, Ganong and Charlton, M.
P.'s, a committee to examine the Plebiscite Bill
when introduced into Parliament, and to call the
committee together again to6 consider the bill, if.it
should be found to contain any provisions making
sueh conmsideration desirable.
8 ’ XX w3
Abfates i In European affairs the situation
does not appear to have changed
Europe. materially during the past week.
The Greek forces continued in Crete under the com-
mand of Colonel Vassor, and the fleets of the powers
are still blockading the ports of the island. There
' continue to be hostile encountets between the com-
bined Greek and Cretan forces and the Moslems,
with 'some bloodshed and destruction of property.

could be adopted, the Monseigheur replied :

“Well, all ¥ said, and all I thought, was, that the
Manitoba Legislature might have waited my arrival, be-
fore proceeding to deal with the matter finally. Under-
stand, that I express no opinion as to the quéstion itself.’"

Being questioned as to the exact scope of his mis-
sion to the country, he said :

‘“ My mission is one of peace, I come to bring peace,
1 hope. As to the character of my work, how I shall go
about it, what sort of evidence shall be adduced, and
what will be the outcome—it is too early to speak of these
matters, I will see all parties ; I will hear ‘all sides ; all
will have easy access.”

‘ Jiven the politicians may hope for a hearing ?* said the
reporter.

‘ Yes, even the politicians,’ was the laughing reply.

' How long, Monseigneur, will your labors last, and
when do you expect to return to Rome '

* Al that T could not tell you. 1 shall stay some time
in Quebec. I shall come up again to Montreal ; Ishall go
on to Ottawa ; no doubt I shall be busy for same time.'

¢ Have you heard, Monseigneur, that Archbishop Begin
has been disciplined at'Rome?’ .

‘The papal ablegate looked steadfastly at the interview-
er; ‘I suppose this is a modern journalism,” -The black
eyes sparkled with a relish of the notion conveyed by the
sensational story,

‘How do you propose to proceed with the evi-
dence? In what way are the facts on both sides to
be- laid before you? ' asked the newspaper man.
But the man from Rome had no information to give
on that point, Eithér his plans in that connection
were not yet formed, or he did not choose to make
them public.
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) The Committee of Legisfation of
T Plablecie: Bifl. the Dominion Temperdnce Alli-
ance held a meeting at Ottawa on March 3oth, to

which members of the House favorable to prohibi-

tion were invited, and some twenty-five meémbers

were present.  Some discussion took place as to the

.advisability of introducing in the House this year a

resolution declaring for prohibition. It seems to

have been generally agreed that, under the circum-

stances, it was not advisable to introdiice such a

resolution at the present session. The time of tak-

ing the plebiscite wasg also discussed. ‘' The larger
: "

Oce lly the guns of the allied fleet are turned
against the insurgents to save the Moslems from
destruction, and some vessels -carrying provisions to
the Cretans have been captured. Up to the present,
however, the powers have not, it seems, been able to
agree to blockade the ports of Greece or to proceed to
any more extreme measures of coercion:  Meanwhile
Greek.and Turkish forces are gathered on their com-
mon frontier watching each others movements.
Bulgaria is not at present -disposed to unite her
interests with Greece against Turkey, and, under
the circumstances, the Greek government will not
force a war with Turkey unless compelled to sucha
step by a popular’ clamor too stroug to be resisted.
It is considered probable, however, that if the powers

" shall blockade the ports of Greecé popular excite-

ment would rise to such a pitch that the government
would be compelled to take that step. Itis believed, |
it somie quarters at least, that it is to'this end that
Russia is working. It is evident, however, thata
great deal of speculation is mixed with the facts
transmitted in the despatches, and the public has
small means of learning the truth. Latest despatches
received at timie of writing state that the repre-
sentatives of the powers at,Constantinople have
telegraphed their respective governments the out-
line of a scheme on which they have agreed for the
antonomy of Crete, but the terms of their proposal
have not yet been made puyblic.  °
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A Professor Dussaud, of Geneva, is said to have
invented an instrument which he calls the micro-
phonograph, the purpese of which is to enable the
deaf to hear. The apparatus is described as a tele-
phone connected electrically with a wvery sensitive
phonograph. A battery of from onecell to sixty is
used according to the degreeof deafness. It is not
claimed that a person absolutely dcaf can be made
to ‘Hear by means of the microphonograph, but a =
¢ondition of absolute deafness is comparatively rare.
Ninety-five per cent of so-called stone-deaf persons
can, it is said, be made to hear by Dussaud‘s inven-
tion. It is stated thak the professor is preparing fos:
the Exhibition of 1900 ‘at apparatus which will en-
able 10,000 persons, who may all be deaf, to follow
@ lecture. : :




