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THE CHURCH IN BABYLON.

BY REV. ALEXANDER MACLAREN, D, D.

“The church ‘that is ot Babylon
‘with 703, saluteth you."'—1 Petar 5

We have drawn lessons in previous
addresses from the former parts of the
closing salutatiovs of this letter. And
now I turn to this one to see what it
may yield us. The Revised Version
om(u

clected together
1.

“the church,”” and substitotes
“she”; explainiog in » marginal pote
that there is a difference of opinion as
to whether the sender of the letter is a
community or an individual. All the
old M38., with one weighty exception,
follow the reading “she that is at Baby-
lon.” Bat it seems 80 extremely un-
likely that s single individual, with no
Ll al function, should be brscketed
along with the communities to whom
the lotter was addressed, as “elected to
gether with” them, that the oconclusion
that the sender of the letter ia a church,
symbolically designated as a “lady,”
seema the natural one.

Then there is another question,
Where was Babylon? An equal diver
#ity of opinior bas srisen about that. I
do not venture to trouble you with the
srguments pro and con, but only ex-
press my own opinfon that “Babylon”
means Rome,

We hive here the same symbolical
name as in the Book of Revelation,
where, whatever further meanings are
sttached to the designation, it is iutend-
od primarily as an appellation for the
imperial city, which has taken the place
filled in the Old Testament by Babylon,
sa the concentestion of antagnolsm to
the Kingdom of God.

If these views of the significance of
the expression are adopted we bave here
the church in Rome, tbe proud strong
hold of worldly power and bostility, send-
fng ita greetiogs to the scattered Chris-
tias communities in the provinoes of
what is now ealled Asia Minor. The
fact of such nnrdhll communications be-
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and feel how many there are that are
posacssors of “like precious faith” with
ourselves.

1IL.—~Then, lastly, we may find here a
hint as to the pressing need for such a
realization of unity.

“The church that is in Babylon” was

in a v uncongenial place. Thank
God, no Babylon

80 Babylonish but
that & church of may be found
planted in it. No circumstances are so
unfavorable to the creation and develop-
ment of the religious life but that the

‘s bit of
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be planted anywhere, and yet: fioarial
in the ocourts of our G 8o “the

church -that is in Babylon” gives e | i

a8 0 the

twoen oom 5 y %0
many ocontearieties as well as by r

and distance, familiar though it is, may |
suggest several profitable considers- |
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I. We bave here an obj+ct lesson as to
the uniting power of the Gospel. ™. !

Just think of the relations which, in |
the civil world, subsisted between Rome |
and its subject provinoes; the K
with bitber batred in thelr hearts to |
everything belongiog 1o the oppressing |
city, having had thelr fresdom crushed |
down sod thelr ssplestions ruthlessly i
trampled upon ; the former, with the |
oontempt nstursl 0 metropolitans in |
dealing with far-off &m,vindm. The |
same kind of relationsbip subsisted be
tween Rome and the outlylog provinoes
of fta unwieldy emplre as botween Eog. |
Inud, for instance, and its Indian pos
sessions. And the same unitiog bond |
came in which binds the Christian con
verts of these Eastorn lands of ours to |
Eogland by a far firmer bond than any
other, There was springing up amidat
all the alienstion and hatred and
smothered rebellion a still infantile, but
increasing, and even then, stroog bond

|

that beld together Roman Christisns |
and Cappadocian believers. They were |
both “one in Chbrist Jesus.” The sepa- |

rating walls were high, but, according
to the old saying, youn cannot build walls
high enongh to keep out the-birds; and
spirits, winged by the common faith
soared sbove all earthly made distinc
tions and met in the higher regions of |
Christian communion. When the tide
rises it fills and unifies the scattered
pools on the beach. Bo the uniting
F:wu of Curistian faith was manifest |

n these early days, when it bound such ;

discordant elements together, and made |
“the church that was in Babylon” for-
get that they were to a large txtvnt\
Romans by birth, and stretch out their |
hands, with their hearts in them, 1o th
churches to whom their letter was sen

Now, brethren, our tempation in not |
s0 much to let barriers of race and |
language and distance weaken our sense }
of Christian community, as it is to let |
even smaller things than these do the |
same tragical office for us. And we, as |
Christian people, are bound to try snd |
look over the fences of our “denomins- |
tions” and chburches, and recognize the |
wider fellowship and larger company in |
which  all these are merged. God be |
thanked | there are manifest tokens all |
round us to-day that the age of separa- |
tion and division is about coming to an |
end. Yearnings for unity, which must |
not be forced into acts too soon, but |
which will fulfil themselves in ways not |
yet clear to any of us, are beginning to |
rise in Christian hearts. Lot us see to|
it, dear friends, that we do our parts to |
cherish and to incresse these, and to |
yield ourselves to the uniting power of |
the common faith. |

I1. We note, further, the clear recog:
f what is the strong bond |

nition here of
uniting all Christiana.

|
Peter would probably have been very

much astonished if he had been told of |
the theological controversies that were |
to he waged round ‘hat word “elect.”

The emphsais here lies, not on “elect,”
but on “together.” It is not the thin
#0 much ag the common possession of |
the thing which bulks largely before
the Apostle. In effect he says, “ The
resson why these' Roman Christians
that bave never looked you Bithynians |
in the face do yet foel thelr hearts going
out 1o you, and send you their loving
messages, is because they, ‘in commaon
with you, have been pients of pre-
dwlg the same Divine sct of grace.”
We do not now nesd 1o discuss the re
spective parts of man and God in it, nor
any of the interminable controversies
that have sprang up sround the world.
God had, as the fact of their

blessings which they puTmad m-
mon, buw pitisbly small and ifi-
cant all. the causes which kept them

And so here we have & partial paral-
lel to the present state of Christendom,
io which are seen at work, on one hand

superficial mnd«:; on the other,
underly y. Thesplintered peaks

y

{ world.”

| badly off as you are,” but he mesnt 0

snd | o “mere picturegallery, or orchestra,
will always find !mh g-uty in its pio-

in which Christian people are set, to
cultivate the sense of un‘h“ to
great brotherhood.  Howsoever solitary,
and surrounded by uncongenial associa-
tions any Christlan man may be, he
may foel that he is not alone, not only
becsase his Master is with him, but be-
onase- there are many others whose
hearts throb with the same love, whose
lives are surrounded by the same diffi
culties. It §a by Do mesns & mere
plece of selfish consolation which this
same Apostie gives in snother E‘ﬂ of
this letter, when he bide the troubled o
be of good eheer, sa remembering that
the “same affi stions were mthLbM
1o the brotherbood which is o the
He did not mean (o say,
“Take eomfort, for other e

eall to the remembrance of the solitary
sufferer the thousands of his brethren
who were ‘‘dreelng the same welrd” in
the same uncongenial world.

1f then you and I, Christian men, sre
pressed upon on all aides by such world-
ly sssociations, the more need wo
should let our bearts go oud, to the in-
numen?lu multitade uﬂ."‘." ‘lnun.:‘

in the
Fs\denca and Kingdom of JWML
’recisely because the Roman evers
were in Babylon, they were giad 0
think of their brethren in Asly. fnoluod
smidst Rome's splendors and sins, it was
like & breath of cool air stesling into
some banqneting house heavy with the
fumes of wine, or some sl hter-house
reeking with the smell of blood, to
remember these far-off partakers of &
purer life.
Bat if I might for a moment diverge,
I would venture to say that in the con-
itions of thonght and the tendencies of
things in our own and other lands, it is
more than ever needful that Christian
people should close their ranks, and
stand shoulder toshoulder. For men
who believe in a supernatural revels-
tion, in the Divine Christ, in an atoning
Bacrifice, in an indwelling Bpirit, are
guilty of suicidal folly if they let the
comparative triviilities that part them,
separate God’s army into isolated groups,
n the face of the ordered battalions that
re asssulting these great truths.
Becaunse persecution was begin to
threaten and rumble on the horizon, like
» rising thunderclond, it was the more
needful, in Peter's time, that
parted by seas, by race, language, and
customs, should - draw together. And
for us, fidelity to our testimony, and
loyalty to our Master, to say nothing of
common sense, and the instinct of self-
preservation, command Christian men
in this day to think more, and to speak
wre, and to make more, of the great
verities which they all possess in com-
on.

mon.

Thus, brethren, living in Babylon, we
sbould open our windows to. Jerusalem ;
and though wedwell here as aliens, we
may say, “We are come unto the city
of the living God, the heavenly Jerusa-
lem; to an innumerable company of
ngels ; to the spirits of just men made

perfect : and to the church of the first-
born cse names are written in
heaven.”

—o—

Chips.

Whoever is satisfied with what he
does hias reached his calminating point

he will progress no more. Man’s
distiny fs to be not dissatisfied, but for-
ever unsatisfied.— Frederick W, Robert-
20on.

Those tb whom the world is, aboveall,
& church —a place of worship—and not

tures and new depths in its songs.
Talent develops .itsell in solitude;
character in the stream of life.—Goethe.
If God has truly s purpose for our
Ll;u, who dare be’ ! Ah! we
The onl{ntnnmn man ought to fesr
is failure in clearing to the purpose he
sees to be b ast.—George Eliot.

— Captain John R. Hire, of schooner
b ¢ w-h:lﬂ'-!n( with

:‘nxdm:. nh-ﬂm'u-m

hopeless
only half believe it.—Phillips Brooks. | Gng

in magnitude the movements of South
Indis. Twenty thousand ng:lu is one
of their es . 8udll of

are feeling the ground-swell of & tre-

mendous ge.
IL

The movements, as such, are found

chiefly among the lower or the nofi-castes,

anghnol in the upper cl:;oa. .

ey are among the Shanars, the

Malas, the Madigahs, and the Pariahs,

as they are called in their respective | joath.

regions. That the higher castes have
their attention aroused is apparent.
That some among them are exercised
with eration is also evi-
dent. Bat, as masses, they are strongly
oo s pecalas very manchy & 457

o not very much, st any
early day, ex to sanguine hopers.
It remnz:n woeg: seen whether the
state of things is not a repetition of
what took place in Christ's day—when

e publicans and hariots entered in
and “the Pharisees, when they had seen
it, n'penled not that they might be-
Heye.”

1IN

The motives at the boltom of these
movemends are a surprising Mﬁy, taz-
ing for their consideration the best mis-
rionary thought of India.

‘na.ﬁy are not all good and they are
not all bad. The historian of the Ben-
galese conference says, “ Buch large ac-

be attriba

Hah "

considerstion and courtesy. — William
Ashmore, in Examiner.
-

The Kilkenny Cats in Church.

Everybody has heard of the famous
cats of Kilkenny :
“Tach cat theught thes was one oat teo many ;

Tnstond of bu st Gitoe woas an

Now that is & genuine, fac-simile pic-
ture of a church quarrel and its results.
Itis a sadly true re) tation of the
way far too many churches meet their
It seems strange that there
should have been neéd for an apostle’s
warning against Christians “biting” and
“devouring” one another. For wolves
to devour sheep is no special wonder;
but for sheep to devour one another is
monstrous most as Yet
Paul seemed to forsee that most

of things would' transpire,
and therefore wrote a most definite and
forcible war: : “Bat if ye bite and
devour one another, take that ye
be not comsumed ome of another.”
And sad to contemplate is it how many,
many churches, since those words were
written, have met their death in this
unnatural, savage-like, cannibalistic
manner !

They say that there is a star-fish in
the Oaledonian lakes sometimes dredged
up from the deep waser. It looks firm
and strong, most compactly knit to-
gether. But the moment that you pull
off one of its branching limbs, no matter
how small it may be, the singular
begins itsell to dislocate the

Ohristlanity.” “Oa the other hand,” he
adde, “it would probably be about as far
from the truth Lo suppose that they were
slmply sctusted by the lowest earthly
ves, such as pecaniary gain or
similar material vantage.”
Onidwell says: “An lnquiry ianto th
motives with » view of
whether they are spiritual or not will
seern to them lke an ingairy into their
acquaintance with Greek or
At the recent Bombay conference (1898)
Reov. Mr. Unl gives & summary of mo-
Uves more heterogenous still. “Al
the ressons which bave influenced these
movements (be -includes) “famine and
soarvity, lack of tanks and water su; A
need of house sites, desire for
osses in civil or eriminal oourts, sick-
ness, misfortune, wish for schools, mar-
rhgn alliances to be made, petty lands
10 be protected, propert;
hope of a:ﬂ:ymam,
labor, & d b
ported in mission boarding schools,
quarrels with lower classes or disputes
with the upper classes, and » e num-
ber of osses with ned ex-
E«ﬂnlm of better physical things.”
tanding by itsel! that enum
would be d raging, but going back
to Bishop Sargent st the Bangalore con-
ference he puts it this way: “In the
great msjorily of cases there were mixed
motives beyond whioch, at the time, the
es did not profess to be actuated.
heir cry was not the earnest cry,
what shall I'do to be saved? These
mixed motives may be thus described :
(1) Toere was 'a faction with
their old religion. From constant con-
tact with Ohristians they had learned
more or less Lo dis| e idolatry. (2)
There was oompum‘ol their condi-
tion with the ocondition generally of
Christiane in regard to education and

tians | social progress. All this they saw was

in favor of the Christian. (3) There
was the influence of example; s0 many
of their relations had become Chris-
tians they did not like to be isolated.
(4) The influence on the mind from
what they experienced of the practical
sympathy shown them by Eoglish
Christians.” And Bish Caldwell
voices the sentiment of the whole
movement in this way : Persoriating the
natives, he says: “We have ect con-
fidence in your wisdom and kindness,
and we are sure you will teach us what
will be for our good. We promise to
learn what you teach us, to do what
you bid us, to refrain from doing what
yoolgwll us not mddeepmmhqto
b our religion, we promise to
gw:g Divineservicein the

and infl
ruiling and with the will and
ability to h:ip and suocor them materi-

ally, morally, and spiritually.”
v.

A e o

cid
o el

rest with wonderful celerity of contor-
tion, throwing away its radiate arms,
and jex] from their sockets its mem-
bers, until the entire body is & shape-
less wreck and oonfusion of death, and
nothing remains of what was one of the
most exquisitely beantiful forms in
nature save a hundred wriggling -
ments, each repulsive and dying by sui-

lo. What could snggest a ploture
more sadly true of a quarrelling congre-
gation? any church may go.
let the members, forgetting God, rush
into reckless bick and quarrels,
and usually how they do hurry them-
selves into utter dissolution and remedi-
less ruin! The end comes swiftly.
And this sight, we aresorry to say, is
not rare. ere have been enough
such church deaths in our fair land to
make a whole cemetery Tall of desolate
graves. And over every one of them
might be erected a fhonnment with this
dire inscription: “Died of suicide by
dismemberment.”

Now there is one sure remedy—a
remedy against every such evil possibil-
ity. It is love—love to Christ, and to
one another for Christ’'s sake. Where
such love is found church discord cannet
ocome. A wife of a few months, in her
first quarrel, was asked by her husband
whlch‘::gbt to give up first. With a
smile & caress she replied: “The
one that loves most.” Think what
blessed results would flow from follow-
mthh rule in the family of God. Who

do most, or even submit to most?
The one that loves most. Who will
feld most? The one that loves most.

‘es ; and who will bear most and yield
first for Zion's sake? He who loves
most. Besutiful are the fruits of love
as displayed in the Christian. Barely
we ought to cultivate them more, and
thereby more and more display the
graces that should mark the members
of the household of Cod.

“But,” says one, “I have rights.” So
you have. Bat that does not make*it

ther or right for you to drive
ruthlessly along and run over people
and wreck things. Having the right of
way does not necessarily imply that yon
should take it. There is many a rail-
road train which has the right of way
on the track, and yet does not move
forward. The road belongs to that
train, ard no other train has a right on
the track; but there is another train
there —perhaps through ignorance, ac-
ddem;.or fulness; nevertheless the
train is there. i

by
right of way there will be an inevitable
wreck. Bo he must waive his claim,
and till the track is clear, right or no
xlghtil if he would escape s general
smash. 80 you see it does not work
well for & man under all circumstances

faction in connection with my endeavors
in that respect. I have been to church
all m; life, and read the Bible, I have

M. Mood;

qualities of beef and wheat
and -the tonic qualities of
hypophosphites in the form
of a

PALATABLE BEEF TEA

and talked with him and others person-
ally, and when the meetings were done
I was as far awsy as ever. Now, I don't
suppose it is of any use, but I would be
very glad il you would tell me what I
need to do llx': order that I might become

s .

My friend said to him :

“Have you ever confessed Christ with
your lips?”

The old man said :

“No; I was waiting to become a Chris-
tian before Ishould do that.”

My friend said to him :

"I{m is jast the way to become s
Chbristian,” and quoted a passage upon
that point from Rom. 10, and ssid: “I
believe you need to commence to-night
with an ‘ol)en acknowledgement of Christ
a8 your Master.”

e old man said :

“It s too late to do it to-night, for the
service has been dismissed.”

My friend looked about the room,
where there might have been ten per-
sons tarrying, and said :

“Suppose you confess Christ to these
people who are now in this room 1"

After a moment’s hesitation the old
man walked down the room and held
out bis hand to & gentleman whom he
knew, and said : “Me. W, I wans to con-
fess Christ to you;” and then went to
the others and said practically the same

. I think I was the last one to
whom he spoke that night, and I told
him not to let the Adversary make him
think that he had not commenced the
Christian life that ht, but to count
the matter settled, to think of him-
self as a follower of Christ.

The next morning, when I came in
for the ten o'clock service, the old gen-
tleman was seated in the front seat, and
with him was another man about

Qnoe | seventy-five years of age. The first man

came to me and said :

“I have brought  friend to the meet-
ing this morning. He is a little hard of
hearing. Will you please speak out so
that he can hear, and be sure to say
something about confessing Christ.”

I ﬁ“d lg hlmh: $

“Has the t come to you?”

And he “l‘lg 3 S

“Yes, and I want my friend here to
confess Christ, too.”

Before the day was done the second
old man had risen in the meeting to
express his intention of being a follower
of Christ, and after that it was a joy to
see the two old men side by side, with
their faces beaming with the satisfac-
tion that was brought to them by their
new life. I believe that what God put
first we need to put first’ also, and
there is no greater aid to the faith of
one who would be & disciple than open

4 3 h lon io 5

g of h
s follower of Christ.—Rev. B. Fay Mills,
in Golden Rul
—'Bro. Peter, House of the Angel
Guardian, Boston, Mass.: “My only 59-
sire in adding this testimonial to the
z:alt number {)on have already received
f",",?f K.‘ . C.,is toinduce mlLe!‘ul

try th
remedy which, I believe, will cure them
entirely, or, st least, alleviate their pains

I have been troubled with dyspepsia
during five years. M other remi-
dies prescribed by failed to

Bhyd

benefit me, but K. D. C. has given me
relief, which, I believe, will be lasting.
Makers of such & valnable medicine are
doing much good to humanity.” «
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8. And jutso | beadof all Leundry and Household Sosp, both’
tor quality and extent of sales.
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day. Try it; you won'tbe

BUNLIGHT SOAP bhas beon in use In
‘Windsor Castle for the past 3 years, and ite
manufacturers have been specially appointed
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Milk Gra.mulea

is the solids of pure Cow's
Milk so treated that whe

dissolved in the requisi

quantity of water it yields a
product that is

The Perfect Equivalent of
MOTHER'S MILK.
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EMULSION

0f Pure Norwegian Cod Liver 0il
and Hypophosphites.
Impoverished and {mpure blosd s al-
ways effrotively vevtored fo vigorous con-
dition by thinwonderpul remedy, - Cures.
Conghs, Colds and all Wasting Diseases.
Alsnost an palatable o Milk,
Prepared only by M ott & Bowne, Belleville,

IT HAS CURED HUNDREDS

of cases considered hopeless atter all other rem
odies had failed. Do not despair, take courage,
be persusded, snd try this truly wonderfal
medicin

“IT WILL GURE YoU.

For sale by all Druggists and genersl dealers.
Price 25 and J0 ots. a bottle.
Manufactured by

HAWKER MEDICINE CO., Ltd,,

St John, N. B

RR

APTIST BOOK
" ROOM,
HALIFAX.

Sixty large volumes in_each—
just the kind for Baptists :

GOLDEN GATE LIBRARY,
$34.00.

GRANITE LIBRARY,
$33.00.

NO. 7 SELECT,
$32.00.

Don't miss the Drinkwater set,
16 large volumes (published at
$1.50 each) for $15.00.

Missionary and Biography should
be in every Sunday-school library,

A new stock of Reward Cards,
Send 25c. and get a sample, !

Y. P. Union paper and stock
supplied.

GBO. A. McDOKALD, Secy ~Trous.
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