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WATER T00 DEEP
FOR WHARVES

SUCH IS THE POSITION
IN PRINCE RUPERT TO-BAY

i s

says John Oliver in Discussing
Chances of Government
Docks.

—— o

Legislative Press Gallery, Feb. 22.

Once more John Oliver, of Delta,
ook up the cudgels on behalf of the
people of Prince Rupert and the prov-
ince against the McBride government

1 regard to the agreement which has
been made as to the division of the
townsite and especlally as to the clos-
ing of the street ends and the preven-
tion of free access to the sea.

The premier was roused by the
strong attack made upon the policy of
his government and rushed to the de-
fence, but his attempt to meet the arga-
ments of Mr, Oliver and the leader of
the opposition was & very weak one.
It is more and more clear as the de-
bate goes on that there is urgent need
for such a gathering of reliable infor-
mdtion as would be done by the com-
mittee to which Mr. Macdonald has
moved that the whole matter be re-
ferred.. ‘Government members talk
about: maps and charts and plans in
the lunds’ department, and masses of
information, but when an opposition
mernber goes to look for these 'no one
knows anything about them and even
the minister has to confess ignorance.

Mr, Oliver, in resuming the debate,
raid the president of the council had
undertaken to show by a specially pre-
pared map that there was no occasion
to refer this matter fo a select com-
mittee and to show that the criticisms
of the agreements were not well-
founded. But the portions colored
green on the president’'s map to show
the government blocks did not in any
way represent the area. They were
continued out over land which was
under water and over which the prov-
ince had no jurisdiction. Block B was
extended out thus for 500 feet below
low water mark. It was quite appar-
ent the map had been colored for the
purpose of deceiving the members of
the House. This proved that all these
matters should be referred to a com-
mittee. Mr, Carter-Cotton had told of
all the mass of information in the de-
partment.: For two days he had been
hunting for that information and could
not find it. To-day he had inquired
from the commissioner of lands, who
admitted that he did not have it.

No Depth for Wharves,

Block D was colored out about 150
feet helow. low water mark., He was
informed by the surveyor-general] that
the rise and fall of the tide was 26
feet. In. front of block.D there. was
approximately about eighty feet depth,
and with a.rise.and fall of 26 feet any-
one could  figure out how far.out
wharves could be built. On the special
plan at one point in block D thq depth
was shown at forty feet. Where the
department got this information  he
ceuld not imagine,

“The surveyor-general prepared the
map,” said Hon. F. L. Carter-Cotton.

“Where did he get the data?’ asked
Mr, Oliver.

The president of the council did not
know,

The premijer said the information
was supplied by the' G, T. P.,
was the resylt of work of their engi-
neers, as well as the Dominion Geodetic
survey, represented there by Capt
Musgrave,

Mr, Oliver replied that although the
surveyor-general had prepared it that
official had not the information to en-
able him to give members the depth
of water there. It was quite plainly
necessary to refer the matter to a se-
leet committes, ag the member for
Rossland proposed. Block F, as the
leader of the opposition pointed out,
had a large portion of the railway
right-of-way much below low water
mark. Scaling it he found that over
800 feet of the 1,500 feet length of the
bloek the right-of-way extended from
ten to thirty feet below Ilow water
mark. The rise and fall of the tide
only left a beach or foreshore of twen-
ty or twenty-five feet. It naturally fol-
lowed that if the right-of-way went
beyond that thirty feet it was too deep
for wharves even at the inner edge. It
was very desirable that members op-
posite should ekXamine these things.
According to_ the "specially prepared
map of the president of the council
there would be found only seven hun-
dred feet gt all available for wharf-
age, varying in width from: nothing at
the west end to one hunared feet at
the east.

Overhead Bridges.

He did #iot ‘know how the president
of the council proposed to comstruct
timber overhead bridges at a cost of
$5,000 each. Perhaps by hanging over
the sea, like parts of the Cariboo road.
Allowing the statutory headway and
the flooring of the bridge its surface
would be ‘twenty-five feet above the
track and a six per cent. curve would
mean a descent of 475 feet long to the
wharf, fifty feeét wide. This would
leave only 30,000 superficial feet for
wharves and warehouses,

“We were told by the president of
the counci,” continued Mr. Oliver,
“that the government has a standing
offer to exchange 3,000 feet of block K
for a like extent at the mouth of Hayes
creek. If there
would qtamp the government as incom-
retent 1t would be if they had an offer
like that and did not accept it, In the
neighborhood of Hayes Cove there is
lore value than 'in the balance of
the town site. Between high and_low

ater mark, in the mouth of the creek
here is an area of 800 feet deep and

) feet wide, and from the eastern

it of the cove a block of 8,500 feet
qould be laid out with an average
“idth between high and low water of

0 feet with ample room for the erec-

of piers into the water. You will

no 3,500 feet in the six miles of the

Narbor to equal this. Nither the gov-

ent ig so utterly incompetent that

annot realize the advantages of

reshore of that description or the

was never made. There is, 6 no

re from that position.” (Applause.)
Could Get No Information.

statement on the specially pre<

. whatever about

and it |

is anything which:

.pared map was that the.iepth of water

taken at the outside of the whart in
block F was twenty ‘o twenty-five feet
at low tide. If th<ce was ever a whart
surveyed for a! that point he had never

| heard or it.

The president of the council said he
could only tell the member. for Delta
that plans had been prepared for &
wharf at that point.

“I can only tell you that I have in-
quired and can get no information
it,”  declared Mr.
Oliver. “It is an imaginary whare and
an imaginary depth of water and prae-
tically nine-tenths of this map is im-
aginary. If the information really ex-
ists I will have it or I will know why.”

There were two overhead bridges
provided for in block F. Where were
they going to? The right-of-way was
thirty feet below low tide and there
was 45 to 60 feet of water immediately
outside that. Where was the president
of the councii going to build his over-
head bridge to? It should be apparant
to members that these matters of de-
tail could be better handled before a
committee than on the floor, and be
thrashed out. It was the intention of
the government, apparéntly, to force
the bil] through the House without
giving any information at all ag to
these disputed. points. The specially
prepared map provided for two over-
head Lridges but the official plan only
one. <

Acess to the Sea.

According to the official plan in the
whole townsite as laid out there were
only two street ends open to the sea,
in spite of the legislation of last ses-
sion. One touched the water at Seal
Cove, 600 feet inside the railway. Beach
street was the other one, What did the
legislation of last session mean? Had
the House ‘meant to provide against a
repetition of the case of Vancouver or
not? To further safeguard the matter
and make sure there was no error it
was provided that the plans of the
townsite, when prepared,' must be ap-
proved of by the chief commissioner,
so that the company could not over-
ride the wish of the province. There
was nothing about giving the townsite
to the company to let it do as it liked.
That there was an approval of the
plans required showed the intention of
the legislature. The commissioner of
lands, whose duty it was to carry out
the intention of the act of = last ses-
slon, so safeguarded the rights of the
people that he approved a plan which
showed only two street ends in all the
waterfront, one inside the railway
The House was now asked to endorse
this gross bungle.

Is the Plan Final?

Taking up the statement of the com-
missioner of lands that this was not
the final plan’ Mr. Oliver showed that
it was signed by J. H. Bacon, of the
townsite. company; J, F. Ritchie, the
government’s engineer; Hon, F. T.
Fulton and Darcy Tate, and he defled
the commissioner, the attorney-general
or' the president of the council to say
that this was not the plan referred to
in-last "session’s legislation. If not in-
corporated into and forming an in-
tegral part of the agreement could the
plan have any status? Yet the House
was. told by Mr. Fulton, who had put

ig-name to it, that this wa# simpiyv
a" preliminary plan!

Did the members of the government
know what they were talking about or
did they have an intent to deceive. He
believed they did :mot intend to decelve
but were simply ignorant. If there was
one thing the president ¢f the council
had proved it was the necessity for
referring the matter to a committes
before it was ratified. (Applause.)

The Premier's Defence.

The premier said the proposal of the
leader of the opposition might very
well be made if there was more light
to be gained, of if the G, T. P. was
not ready to go ahead with its plans.
But the government was in the happy
position of coming to the House fully
armed with all the data necessary to
a discussion of the subject matter, and
with the G. T. P. officials on the ground
prepared to carry out the plans made.
Had the -provincial government ac-
quiesced in the request of the Ottawa
government, which importuned it to
hand over the whole of ien Island
to the company, it would not have
been able to make any arrangements
for the protection of public rights.

Mr, Oliver interrupted to say that the
Dominion order in counecil only refer-
red to the Indian reserve, which was
but a small portion of the townsite,

The premier replied that the Domin-
fon order in council would have made
for the handing over of all Kaien Isl-
and, The company had made represen-
tations to the government in regard to
having ample terminal facilities, and
having in mind the experience of other
cities in this matter the government
secured the advice of a gentleman who
had had large experience in railway
work in Winnipeg. As a result of his
report the government had done what
it did in the matter. In the sub-
division of the waterfront, in view of
the configuration of the . shore, the
depth of the water and the need of ‘the
government to get  .fagilities, which
would ensure the station buildings be-
ing placed in the centre &f the water-
front, and acting on the advice of their
engineer, J. F. Ritchie, that the pro-
vince could afford to take a block of
1,500 feet long and give the company
a continuous block of 6,000 feet, the
government had decided to do so. This
was the result of nine months careful
work by the engineer and six weeks
negotiations, The government block F
was reported to be the very finest part
of the waterfront, The people and the
press of the province were agreed that
the government had made an excellent
bargain, and leaving out the question
of overhead bridges and street ends,
he was satisfied there was’ practically
no division in the House, The peodple at
Prince Rupert were gquite ‘satisfled,

Prince Rupert Not Satisfled,

“They would not have been if they
had seen that plan,” said George R.
Naden (Greenwood).

“You had a chance to see when the
attorney-generasl and provincial secre-
tary were at Prince Rupert,” remark-
ed Mr, McBride.

“I asked and was refused permission
to see it,”” retorted Mr, Naden.

The premier went on to say that the
data in the department showed a depth
of 40 feet all round the harbor front.

“I asked for that to-day and the
chief commissioner told me he did not
have it,” said Mr. Olver,

The premier said he had consulted

the map himself, showing all the
depths, y

“I tried to get it and could not,” Mr.
Oliver reiter ted,

Speaking eof the extreme eastern
block of the province’s land, block K,
the premier said that with some,filling
it could be made a valuable industrial
section,

The premier declared that the blue
print attached to the order in council

was not a final and determining plan,,

as it-did not show the sub-division,

John Jardine pointed out that it
showed the streets, and that the origin-
al agreement called for the opening of
all street ends.

Mr, Macdonald further drew atten-
tion to the provision for the approval
of the plan, and asked if thig did not
make the plan binding.

The premiern recited the provision in
the agreement now before the House
that the plan was ‘“subject to such
rectification as may be found neces-
sary when the actual survey is made
on the ground to make it conform to
the same.”

“But only as to the original laying
out of the street lines,”” observed Mr.
Macdonald.

The Case in Victoria.

The premier went on to inform the
House that the choice of the province’s
quarter of the lots throughout the
townsite would shortly be completed.
Nine street ends were provided for,
and if more were seem to be necessary
they would be provided, If further ac-
cess to the sea was required there was
ample power in the railway commis-
sion to order these, In Victoria. the
premier stated, there was only one
etreet running to the water between
the Causeway and Rock Bay, although
on the original plan there had been
seven, gradually closed up to allow of
the establishment of warehouses or
industries. In the matter of overhead
bridges, also, these could easily be
built from time to time.

‘“At . whose expense?”’
Oliver,

The premier replied that they would
be paid for out of the sales of the
province’'s Prirce Rupert lots, and
would not be a serious charge in any
case,

Mr, Macdonald asked way the dom-
inant partner should not pay its share.

The premier replied that it was pay-
ing its Share now of the work being
done, the first time such a thing had
ever happened on this coast, paying
three-fourths of the cost of streets and
sidewalks. He did noct think it would
be business like to ‘put in permanent
overhead bridges now, as there would
be no need of that for several years to
come.”

Mr, McBride went on to read from a
pamphlet issued by the Prince Rupert
Securities Compary, Ltd., of which the
member for Greenwood is secretary, in
which reference was made to the street
ends opening to the sea.

“It was early enough for anyone who
was here last session to think that,”
observed Mr, Naden.

The premier admitted the justice of
this, but considered that on the whole
the pamphlet endorsed the govern-
ment’s action.

““None of the people In Prince Rupert
ever dreamt there would be no.street
ends open to the sea,” Mr, Naden re-
marked,

‘“How many street ends do you want
left open?” asked the premier,

‘““More than one in six miles,”” replied
Mr. Naden,

Can Trust Company,

The premier went on to speak of the
railway company’s paramount interest,
and held that it could be trusted not
to injuriously affect its own interest,
which would be that of the province.

‘“What is the trouble in Vancouver
about street ends if the railway could
have been trusted there?” asked Mr,
Macdonald.

The premier replied that a saféguard
had not been provided by the province
there, but it had been here,

In connection with the foreshore he
said the province maintained that the
foréshore wasg its in all harbors which
had not been Dominion harbors before
confederation, but to make sure the
provision had been put in that if the
G. T. P. ever got the foreshore rights
at Prince Rupert it would make a
conveyance to the province of its share.

Mr. Macdonald asked if this was in
the agreement,

The premier replied that it was mat-
ter of negotiation between the attor-
ney-general and the company. ' He
stated also that borings and other pre-
Ilminary work was being done for a
wharf by Mr. Ritchie.

*“Is it not a fact that Mr, Ritchie is
a provincial land surveyor and not a
civil engineer?” Mr, Macdonald asked.

The premier replied that he was a
competent man for this work, and that
it was not unusual in British Columbia
for a provincial land surveyor to do
this work Mr, Carter-Cotton wasg get-
ting the government the expert advice
of Mr. Legge, the general manager
of the Union 8.8, Company. There was
a proposal to make the wharf of
cement instead of on piling, on account
of the ravages o fthe teredo among
timber.

Mr. Henderson asked if the contract
was let for the wharf,

The premier replied that it was not;
that the only contracts let were those
for streets, sidewalks and sewers.

Mr, Oliver asked for an answer from
the premier as to his stat>ment that
for 800 feet in length of block F the
railway right-of-way was below low
water,

The premier said this was right, but
the impression that it would prevent
the building of docks he did not agree
with,

At six o’clock the premier adjourn-
ed the debate,

Exporting Saw Logs.

John' Oliver moved: “That an hum-
ble address be presented to his honor
the s lieutenant-governor, praying that
he will cause to be transmitted to this
House a copy of all orders irf council
allowing a rebate of taxation upon logs
shipped out of the province during the
fiscal year 1907-8.” Mr. Oliver said he
did so to give the .commissioner of
lands an opportunity to éexplain why
the government had seen fit to allow
a rehate upon these logs.

The commissioner of lands replied
that he would bring down any papers
there were, There had been order
in council, however, but it wasd a de-
cision of the council, It had been repre-
semted to the government about March
or April last that owing to the depres-
sion in the lumber industry most of

asked Mr.

the mills were shut down, and that
a large number of logs in the water

.

HOW TO CURE A HEADACHE.

To attempt to cure & headache by
taking a “headache powder” is. like
trying to stop a leak in the roof by
putting a pan under the dripping water.
Chronic headaches are caused by
poisoned blood. The blood is poisoned
by tissue waste, undigested food and
other impurities remaining too long in
the system. These poisons are not
promptly eliminated because of sick
liver, bowels, skin or Kidneys.

If the bowels do not move regularly
~—if there is pain in the back showing
kidney trouble—if the skin is sallow or
disfigured with pimples—it shows clear-
ly what is causing the headaches.

“Fruit-a-tives” cure headaches be-
cause they cure the cause of head-
aches. “Fruit-a-tives” act directly on
the three great ‘eliminating organs—
bowels, kidneys and skin. “Fruit-a-
tives” keep the system free of poisons.

“Fruit-a-tives” come in two sizes—26c
and 50c.  If your dealer does not have
them write to Fruit-a-tives . Limited,
Ottawa.

were Being attacked by the teredos. On
the report of crown officials the gov-
ernment came to the conclusion that
it was better to allow these logs to be
exported than fo have them ruined.

Mr. Oliver, in asking leave to with-
draw  his motion, said it had been
pointed out by the opposition that there
might be occasions when it would be
necessary to give permission of this
kind, but the government had not seen
fit to take statutory -power to do as
they had done here. From a technical
standpoint the government had exceed-
ed the law, and while there was justi-
fication in this case there might not
be in some other case, The danger was
in the government assuming powers not
conferred upon them by statute.

Leave to withdraw the motion was
given.

The act to regulate the use of liquor
on club premises' was read a third
time and passed,

Mr, Oliver asked: “Is it the intention
of the government to enquire into the
truth of the statement made by W.
Allen, of Cortes Island, that he was
convicted of trespassing on the lands
of one W. H. Robertson, whilst, as a
matter of fact, the said W, Allen was
travelling a public highway estabhsh~
ed by the government?!

The premier replied that“the case had
not bee brought to his notice until
the other day. when' certain questions
were put on the order paper. Since
then the agent at Cumberland had been
asked for a full report, and if it ap-
peared from that that further action
should be taken by the government
that action would be taken,

RAILWAY COMMITTEE
HESITATE OVER BILL

Pacific Northern and Omineca
Measure Has Been Laid
Over:,

The railway committee Wednesday
met and' considered the application ‘of
Darcy Tate, representing the G. T. P.,
for an extension of time in which-to
complete the I.Daciﬁc Northern & Omi-
neca 'railway and to construct under
the bil] the branch from the Kitsalas
canyon up the Copper river to the
Telqua,

Mr. Tate represented that his com-
pany did not propose to ask for a re-
newal of the subsidy for the line. G.
W. Van Arsdol, divisional engineer,
was also present, and gave evidence as
to what the company was losing. Al-
ready $250,000 had been spent upon the
P. N. & O. line and it was desirable in
the public interests that this branch
should be continued,

The committee showed some diffi-
dence about extending the time, fear-
ing that the 'subsidy.- might carry
with it,

Mr. Tate assured them, however,
that his company had dropped the sub-
sidy end of the bill. After consideration
in private it was decided to lay the bill
over for further consideration,

The Hardy Bay and~ Quatsino bill
passed the committee after the bond-
ing privileges had been reduced from
$35,000 a mile to $25,000 a mile.

INJUNCTION PROCEEDINGS
HAVE BEEN POSTPONED

Tramway Company Appears
for Purpose of Testing
Statutes.

The application for an injunetion
which was to have been made in the
Supreme court by the city against the
tramway company was postponed until
next week. In the meantime the work
of constructing the spur into the vacant
lot at Spring Ridge will cease until a
decision has been arrived at as to the
interpretation of the law.

The management of the tramway
company wish it to be clearly under-
stood that their action in appearing as
a party to the proceedings has been
taken in no unfriendly spirit, . but
simply for the purpose of testing the
law.

—The local bank clearings for the
week ending Tuesday, amounted o
$1,186,751.

e (e

—The death occurred on Wednesday
morning at. the family residence, 1028
Frederick street, of George Smith, the
infant son of George and Minne M.
Smith, The child was but six weeks
old.

s S

—An interesting and instructive lec-
ture was given Tuesday evening in St.
Andrew’s Presbyterian church by H.
A, Cross on ‘“Breaking Bands—Ths
Struggle Upwards.”” Mr, Cross is con-
nected  with  International Sunday
school work and has his headquarters
at Cleveland, Ohio. Mrs. D, E. Camp-
bell sang in a most acceptable manner,
and Mrs, W. A. Gleason recited.

THEY DARE NOT
FACE COMMITTEE

VOTED DOWN MOTION
FOR A G. T. P. INQUIRY

House Sat Until After Midnight
and Did Much
Business.

Legislative Press Gallery, Feb. 23.

The House had a long and an
arduous time of it to-day, the first
night sitting being held and being
prolonged until after the midnight
hour.

In addition to the budget debate ba-
ing advanced to a stage where the end
of it ig in sight, as.told iIn another
column, three debates on the second
redding of bills were closed up.

By a machine majority vote the gov-
ernment defeated the proposition of
the leader of the opposition for the
reference of the G. T: P. agreement
to a select committee of the House.
Fach day that tne debate has Been
on has revealed the need for such a
step as Mr, Macdonald proposed. The
House is without any authentic infor-
mation on a number of points which
it should be in possession of in order
to intelligently discuss and ratify the
agreement. Even if it be granted, for
argument sake, that the government’s
position can be supported by the facts
it has in its possession the other mem-
bers are not possessed of these. As
a matter of fact, some of the informa-
tion which ministers stated was in the
records of the departments the mem-
ber for Delta was unable to find when
he went to look for it.

The second reading of the medical
bill was the last thing done before the
House rose. In a brief speech Dr.
King, who is in charge of the bill, ex-
plained it, and made it quite clear
that the main object aimed at is the
safety of the public, their protection
from quacks and the assurance that
the men who practice the healing art
in this province shall be thoroughly
competent.

At the night sitting a large number
of bills were advanced a stage. On
two private measures a great deal of
opposition was aroused by the nature
cf the powers sought and one of them
will have a lot of difficulty in getting
through.

Grand Trunk Pacific.

The premier said he had postponed
his remarks yesterday in order to per-
use the Dominion order in council
which was forwarded to the govern-
ment some years ago and concerning
which he had had some passages with
the leader of the opposition. This or-
der in council dealt with the Tsinp-
sean Indian reserve, which ran up to
the eastern end of block E and con-
tinued to the limits of the townsite.
It gccupied about two-thirds ef the
townsite.

Mr. Oliver said that it was' showm
plainly on the map and it was only
about one-third of the townsite.

The premier went on to say that
he referred to the matter to show the
necessity which arose for safe-guard-
ing the interests of the province. Had
the provincial government agreed to
the order in council of April 2, 1906, it
would have meant the wiping out of
existence of any interest of the prov-
ince, which the government was now
trying to assert. The federal order in
council recited that the whole of this
reserve should be handed over to the
company, as it would be in the public
interest of the Dominion and the pro-
vince that the company should have
it for terminal purposes, and that a
result would be the enhancing of the
value of adjacent property. The hon.
gentlemen opposite were always ready
to support their friends at Ottawa
and had the local government followed
the spirit of that order in council, pre-
sumably the opposition’ would be to-
day supporting the government in this
legislation. But the local government
had to watch the actions of the Ot-
tawa government closely in the in-
terests of the people of British Colum-
bia, and it was a fortunate thing that
during this debate the government
had had two or three occasions upon
which it could explain this policy to
the people. It was the intervention
of the provincial government which
alone had saved to the province its in-
tereelats in that future great terminal
city. What the government had done
had met with the hearty endorsation
of the people of Prince Rupert and
the press of the province.

Not All the Press.

‘“What about the Prince
paper?” asked Geo. R. Naden.

“Well, perhaps it did not,” replied
the premier. “If it did it would be
something exceptional. With that one
exception the press of the province en-
dorsed it.”

“And the Empire is a Conservative
paper, too,” remarked John Oliver,

“It is an advantage of the Conser-
vative press of British Columbia that
they are not bound by party consid-
erations,” the premier responded, a re-
mark at which the opposition laughed
heartily ‘and the Colonist was in-
stanced.

“The Colonist is a very good news-
paper, but not perfect,” admitted the
premier, and as this amused the oppo~
sition he added: ‘“The Times for in-
stance,”” He did not think the matter
was one for joking, however, on the
government side. In closing he pre-
dicted that the return from the sale of
lands at Prince Rupert would fill the
treasury far beyond the most sanguina
expectations.

The amendment proposed by
lecader of the opposition was in
following words:

“That the bill and all documents and
data bearing on the same he referred
io a select committee, consisting of
five members, Messrs. Fulton Gar-
den, Hayward, Naden and the mover,
to investigate fully the advisability of
dealing with the questions involved in
the way suggested, or in any other
way, with power to inquire into the
facts, examine witnesses upon oath
viva voce, send or call for documaats
and records, gather evidence, etc. and
report the same with their findings re
this House.”

Rupert

the
the

The Vote,
This was lost on
division:

Ayes—Macdonald, Oliver.

the following

Muaro,

Jardine, Brewster, King, ‘Naden, ‘Hal,
Eagleson, Jones, Yorston, Kergin, Wil-
liams, Hawthornthwaite and McInnis—
15.

Nays—McBride, Tatlow, Bowsar,
Young, Fulton, Taylor, Carter-Cotton,
Ellison, Ross, Shatford, McPhilllps,
Thomson, Hunter, Garden, Macgowan,
Gifford, Grant, Behnsen, Manson, Hay-~
ward, McGuire, Parson, Davey, Scho-
fleld—24.

Pairs—Henderson and Mackay,

The secend reading was then carried
on the same division reversed.

The Medical BillL

Dr. J. H. King (Cranbrook), in ris-
ing just, after midnight to move the
second reading of the bill respecting
the profession of medicine and sur-
gery, stated that the bill was first
made necessary to correct some de-
fects but it was thought well to en-
tirely redraft the act governing the
profession and bring it completely up
to date. - Sin¢ce he had introduced it
there had been a great deal of criti-
cism of it; unfair criticism, agihe felt.
It wag stated that the profession was
seeking the passage of legislation In
their own interest and not in that of
the public. This was not so, and the
history of such legislation always was
that it was essentially in the interests
of the public.

In many provinces and states such
bills had been introduced in order that
the people might be protected and had
always been passed. They had had the
result of preventing illegal practice and
stopped the operation of quacks.. The
standing of the profession would be
found to be in proportion to the
strengthi of medica] bill in their prov-
ince or state. Anyone visiting one of
the great post-graduate schools would
be struck by the fact that the men re-
flected the kind of legislation they lived
under. It had been found necessary in
several of the states where there was
not a good medical hill to strengthen it.

For Protectionz of Public,

Western Canada was a Mecca for
quacks and various forms of healers
Just as it was for bona fide practition-
ers and other seekers after a living,
and it was the duty of the legislature,
and to some extent of the profession,
to see that the public were protected
from the class of people who came in
to prey upon them. The western cities,
with their constantly-growing popula-
tion, presented a great field for guack-
ery.

It was needless for him to mention
what an amount of good had been ac-
complished for the world by the medi-
cal profession, Dr. King said, or to re-
cite what Harvey, Lister, Huxley, Osler
or hundreds of others had done for the
benefit of the human race in conquer-
ing disease and bringing about the
wonderfu] change in sanitation which
the last century had seen.

“Although classed as - being : class
legislation, I am sure the House will
recognize that this bil} is not to be so
considered but is absolutely in the in-
terest of the public,” said Dr. King in
conclusion. ‘I am anxious to see it
made as perfect a bill as possible for
the protectionh of the public and I will
welcome any suggestions or amend-
ments to that end. You require coal
miners to undergo an examination; you
require it of steamboat captains and of
stationary engineers, and I fesl that
this legislation is even more in the in-
terests of the public. I have a num-
ber of amendments on the order paper
which I-think wil] meet the case of the
homeopaths, osteopaths, nurses and
other interests, ensuring the publc
competent practitioners while shutting
no duly qualified man out from pracs
tice.”

Dr. King explained the salient fea-
tures of hig bili, both as torthe internal
government of the College . of Phys-
icians and Surgeons and its council both
as to the arrangements for the exam-
ination- and registration of physlchn:
and  surgeons,

The attorney-general said he would
vote for the second reading personally,
but. he would move for the amending
of severa]l clauses in committee.

J. H. Hawthornthwaite moved the
adjournment of the debate,

The Water Aect,

Mr, Macdonald, resuming the debate
on the second Teading of the new
Water Act, saild it was an important
measure, and he had to congratulate
the government on taking a stick from
the Libera] woodpile. - Features of the
bill would not please some people,
more particularly those holding  water
records in the dry belt. The time had
ceme, if it was not past, when it had
become necessary to legislate for the
protection of water and make provision
for the conservation of water and the
protection of thoge who stored it. The
legislature should consider the whole
question of the distribution of water.
The earlier acts had dealt entirely
with the taking of water for mining
and for the limited agriculturaj pur-
poses it was then used for. Following
that came the land act of 1884, the
water sections of which made some
inadequate provision. It was not un-
til 1892, when the Water Privileges Act
was passed, that the waters were vest-
ed in the ciown. The law stood that
way unti] 1897, when the Water
Clauses Act came in, the place of
which the new act took.

A’ Dangerous Power.

So far as he could see it was the in-
tention of the commissioner to prac-
tically revise all the water grants made
and adjudicate upon them, taking
away in whole or in part al} water
given under previous grants. This
power was to be vested In a board of
investigation. This was very great
power Lo p'ace in the hands of that
board, practically to confiscate vested
interests. He was not saying the pow-
er shauld not be exercised to some de-
gree, but that this tribunal should not
be vested with powers not vested in
any court in the Empire with-ut
appeal. He trusted that when the
matter came up in committee the cora-
missioner of lands would give caraful
attention to it,

“I agree with the principle of the
act,” sald the leader of the opposition
in conclusion. “I agree that the pros-
ent legislation ig altogether inadequats,
and I agree that on general lines the
proposed legislation is in the right di-
rection.”

The bill was then read a second time
and committed to commitfee of the
whole

: Industrial School.

The act. to change the name of thn
Juvenile Reformatery at Vancouver t)
the industrial school was also read a
secrnd fime.

Stuart Henderson, who had moved
the adiournment of the debate when

7

tne bill was last under consideratip
said he had merely intended to dra
attention to the juvenile delinquent
legislation enacted by the Dominiong
but J. J. Kelso, of the ©Ontario ‘govern<

.ment service, nad since done this in

interviews with the government, in the
press and on the platform. He might
point out. that Manitoba had now
brought itself within that act by’ ap=
pointing a probation officer, establish<
ing a detention home and naming a$
juvenile judge Hon.' T, Mayne Dalye
Mr. Henderson endorsed the change of
name proposed in the bill

Mining Amendments,

At the evening sitting a batch of
small amendments to the mining laws
got a second reading, after being ex-
plained by the premier, who depre-_
cated any serious interference ~with
the acts. One of these provided for &
change in regard to boards of exam=
iners so that it will not be necessary
to have beoards for small mines, sav-
ing extra expense,

J.. H. Hawthornthwaite approved,
but thought something should be don®
in regard to Orientals working in the
‘mines, many holding certificates who
were absolutely not qualified.

There were small amendments to the
Companies’ Act, Placer Mining - Act
and Mineral Act. One of the features
of the latter was described as being
motived by complaints of the inability
of compelling holders of mineral claims
to take the steps leading up to taking
out a crown grant. Sy

Mr. Macdonald thought the proposed
legislation was unwise, as it compelled
every holder of a mineral claim to take
out a crown grant, whethar he wanted
to or not. The original intention was
that the holder of a mineral claim
should go on working from year to
year, not that he should acquire 3a
similar title to that he would acquiro
in land,

The premier explained that there was
no intention to compel a holder to take
out a crown grant, but to take out a
certificate of improvements.

Mr. Macdonald said that being so he
had no objection to the bill.

The commissioner of iands explained
the bill he introduced to amend the
Coal Mines Act. It provides for the
staking of lands for the purpose of ob-
taining’' & coal prospecting license, and
the taking out of such a license. The
royalty of five cents a ton on c¢oal is
abolished on account of being dealt
with under the Assessment Act. The
unlimited use of timber is extended to
lease-holders as well as license~holders,

Parker Williams regretted that the
bill did not deal with the question of
Japanese holding coal! lands, It was
not the feeling of the people of British
Columbia, that any. such
should be.granted to Japaness, he
clared,
viJ H. Hawthornthwalts mxm m

ew,

The second reading passed,

Width of Wagon Tires.

Hon, Thomas Taylor's bill to amend
the width of tires was taken wup iq
;t;:m!ttmu Fred Davey in the chaly,

minister h_adanamenqna‘l to proe
pose “to his orf P! ;
the four-inch t _lhmt bs adopted
east of the Cascade range. This was
that wagons and four-wheeled vd'lldbl
shall not carry a load in excess
2,000 pounds on tires under. mmm
wide, nor exceeding 3,000 pounds on:
tires between three inches and . four
!ncbes, nor exceeding 5,000 peunds on
tireg between four inches and five
inches,

Mark R, Eagleson (Lilloost)
that the scale should be &
tire for loads over 2,000 poun a four~
inch tire #-~~ 1~ada over 4,000 p *
five-inch- tire for loads over 7,000 pounds
and a six-inch tire for loads over 10,000
pounds.

Hon, Mr, Taylor said no um would
be done to freighters by the adoption
of his amendment, which he eonsider-
ed would meet the general situatien.

Mark Eagleson declared that the
change would involve great expense on
the people all over the provinee, where-
as if the amendment was accepted it
would prevent great trouble in the fu-
ture, With the minister's amendment
a load of 2,000 pounds could be drawn
on four-inch tires, and so could a load
of twelve or fifteen thousand pounds.
One trip with ‘a2 load like that om'a
four-inch tire would cut the- rou!s uv
as badly as a narrow tire,

John M. Yorston (Caribeo)- supm-
ed Mr, Eagleson’s amendment. '

Should Listen to Members!

Stuart Henderson considered that the
least the minister could do was to
listen to the opinions of men like
Messrs, Eagleson -and Yorston, who
knew the country and the needs of tho
people.

‘Willilam Hunter (Sloean) said that ln
his district tires were all the way from
1% to 6 inches wide. A feur-inch tire
was quite enough, -but a six-inch tire
would be too much for a heavy road. '

Parker Williams. remarked that the
vote which was going to be made to
Blocan district was.large enough to n:
up the roads.

Hon, Mr, Taylor did not see why he
should take the opinion of members of
the House as against that of the en«
gineers of his department, i

*“I thought your biH was brought !n
to protect the roads,”. Mr.. Eagleson
remarked. .

The minister agreed to the bul belng
left over for a day or two, and the
committee reported progress, s J

Court of Appeal,

The bill to amend the two-year-old
Court of Appeal Act, which has not yet
been brought into effect by proclama-
tion, notwithstanding the congestion of
legal business within .the.province, was
taken ¥p .in committee, when.the. at-
torney - general proposed another
amendment, giving the chief justice of
the court power to request any Supreme
court judge to sit in the Court of Ap-
peals at any time within twelve
months after the act comes into force.

The leader of the opposition did not
see why the power should not be ma.le
permanent instead of for one year,
During the first year need might arise
for the services of a Supreme court
judge, if one or more of the Appesl
court judges was unable %o sit in some
particular cases, but even afterwards
occasions might arise from the illWess
of a judge or otherwise when it vould
be desirable to have the temporary
services of a Supreme court judgs. If
such an emergency should arise twhen

(Concluded on page 12.)




