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meeting. Three years before, when Catherine's school
had been suppressed and her father dismissed from
office, she had told her husband that she was ready
to lay down her life for the cause. The time had now
come when she was to make the sacrifice. Her hus-
band ^^s overcome with grief. He beggeu her to give
up her mtention. and go with him to th.'ir estate in the
province of Moghilev. He was a man of noble character
but he lacked the iron determination needed to face the
terrible consequences of working for freedom under the
shadow of the Czar. Her family pleaded a still stronger
argument; they reminded her that she was soon to
become a mother. On theoneside was a life of domestic
love, amid wealth, luxury, and splendor; on the other
prison and exile. Many would have said that duty
bade her stay. She was profoundly convinced that the
cjill of the greatest and gravest duty bade her go.
Thus believing, she was resolute. With an aching heart,
she bade them all farewell. She never saw any of them
again. Her husband died soon after she was sent to
Siberia; and before she returned, her parents also had
passed away.

In Kiev, Catherine lived with her widowed sister Olga
and her young friend, ^.asha Kalyenkina. Around
these three as a nucleus there g-ew up a circle that be-
came known as "the commune." It was the revolu-
tionary center of Kiev, and a powerful influence in the
awakening of Russia.

They had to earn a living while carrving on their
revolutionary work. Catherine cut out Httle squares
of paper, and wrote on each her name and address,
with the announcement that she was ready to give expert
mstruction in such and such subjects. She took her


