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^.tcTibe bere icencn thtt hate bfeu vvituesstd at such meeting.^. The per,so.u «ho orlgi-
4#urbt »'"*'''•;,'

.

^j „,„i j,ri„^ into combination at the , ead hour of nii,'ht,

rmKcd" nTl tt o u n' vo^^^^^^^^ Tud children -must .urcly b.; ignorant of the fact that

^?il cmr.n^^v^^ good n.an«cr.;' that out of the human heart proceed evil

iJolhr der a fornications, thefts, false-witnesses, bU^phemici A. Ihoy

.rea to b on', o us of the fact, th.,t the pressing together for several n.ghts in «uc-

W.o / « der" tich circumstances, InMulrcds of person* of both sexes great bic.Ut.e.. «n>
cession,

"'^'Y/'''' ,,,,,,.. ,i_„^
:

'

.,n. ^^,,1. This mode of crowiling the sexe^ toRcther at

Kt^'lng; l;, a"^n^ "'• ^•^^'-"-"- Acxrding to the rule,

fo tl'r^^^^^^^
ofnaud Societies,' each Kand must be con.pon-d ot one hcx only. '«ll

Bianied orunmarried • The mingling of the sexes is strictly pn.hibitid. ,,,,,.
Vuli "to .r rainp.nettings, because they lead mnhiludes to undn-valur the ord^.

««rv « « i vnur. Mauv persons think they mu.t wail for some c.-araor.wnary • revival

ra'?on in or lei u be converted: and it is not at all uncommon tu hear tncm e-vpressing u

wilfor the ctu >. of such scenes of excitement as llu-y may have w.lnesse. at <'a.np.mee -

.^cr. Under ho or iinarv mi<.i>trations of iho Word, tliey are not profiled. I hose «re by tar

oS tatne H 1 ev tim.k.'to do the work. Hence they wait for some oMraordu.aiy wave of

r^itrent li h nuvnirrvthem on Us bosom over all impediments into the Kingdom.

?;[e \\Trd of od sVl.lon; read : and as a necessary consequence, they entertain very erro-

neous and un -np nr-i views of what constitutes a work of grace in he soul. We seldom

h^r of C.M ve si s under the ordinary p.eaching of the Ciospel-and why .' Hccarsc they

ire h" d CM e t .
•'"- I'^'^'l'^ "ro l...lght to look forward .•, the next camp or ,.>rotr«cted

Meeting or the favoring bilex.Js of the Divine Spirit, ile.ice, in the meantime, they are hke

ncrso 3 01 board ship, waiting for the rising of the wind that is to carry ihom out o sea. In

c™uence ithis pVrniciou.s notion, the regular a.ul staled means o grace are otten lamen-

tablv n ulected. Persons who cm hardly be induced to go half u mile to attend preaching

on the a:.bba.h, will cheerfully travel ten to be present at a Camp-meeting. t)l course, these

nprsons are «eldom or nerer seen at weekly praycr-mecting.^. .... - ,
*^

I astlv ;« r Cump-meotings are regarded by not a few as an Insalution for making

proseht
' ¥ o i loriippears to have been created by observing that these meetings have

been for the most part, got up in lorulilies w.:ere the cause seemed evidently to be on the

dec iue ami w here'the inlluence of other Denominations had begun to tell on tlio community:

Si ha not e.caped observation, that the chief agitators and promoters ot these large gath-

eHngsgenerallvnanifest, on such occasions, great anxiety to oi.ta.n the names of as many

per ons as pos: ible, in order to swell the list of ' probati. ners.' They arc told that by on-

rectin
'

t e.nsclves n this way with the bo.ly, they will .i.. .
.
e great good :

at any rate, they are

assured ft ov should get noVood, they can get no harm. Multitudes of unworthy persons are

thus in ro<-:..«'ul into tl^ society. The doors arc thrown open, and the pronnscuous cro vd-

« iood bad V 1 indifferent -are invited to enter, while the Christian liberality o the Body, vx

dfbaiing .0 e n u ts c< mmnnion, is held up to admiration. '• Thank Ciod," s.id a preacher.

» we dTnUolon. to the narrow-minded, bigoted sect who throw a fence ^---^^^^^^^^^^
and say to those outside, 'Stand oi!', we are holier than thou; wc muHall to cjo to heaven! Of

course this lii.aai (?) sentiment was highly applauded, while other Denominations, which do

norfol'low t i^n^ fell m the esteem of the brethren A strong temptation, too, ,s

offered to the .rlachers 'to try ;o swell the list of probationers I have known cases where

the resi.lent p eacher. for the time being, had become exceedingly unpopular wi h many of lu.

people butwh,). alter a great revival effort, in which many had been added to the society,

s^dde'ly became famous-a man of mark and repute. I was much amused on one occasion,

bnverhcarin- a conversation at a religious meeting, of which a certain revival preacher was

the ubi.^" '^'Fs not .Mr. a great man?" "Ah 1 brother, isn't he? it w..s under his

p eachiil hat Mr. was converted. Cant HE DO IT?'' Of course a preae ler's ability

5nd qualifications forhiswo.k are judged of by the number ho is ^^ '^^ ^« -'."^ ;" "/
'^

society. I knew a very worthy man, who gave great cifence to the members of his church by

preaching from the words, ' Always abounding in the work ot the Lord.' He took occasion

lo shew, in the course of his address, that the true prosperity of the church was lathcr ic-

tarded than promoted bv those spasmodic cfiorts (alluding to t.r.u.p me- iiag-S &c.), .vuich

were made fiom time to"time. lie inilsted strongly on uniform, persistent and unceasing

|

labor; not resting on th.ir oars three-fourths of the day, and .vhcn the shadows of evening

beg-m to warn them of the approach of night, suddenly start up with a • Hurrah! boys-let

us go at it
!' Though a very worthy man, and an excellent preacher, his ant'.-e.amp-mceting

sentiments materially iniured him in the estimation of the members ot his own church Ihe

preachers 'WHO c.vn do it,' as it is phrased, are those who can produce the gioa est excitement
|

at their religious meetings-who can set the people a shouting, c nppmg heir hands, ot^

Stamping with their foot. I have been prc-nt 0!i ocon^icn^ r, -'. H'- nieachcrs voice wasl

1


