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from being closed. A law waH ol.taiiHtl luo'lifyiiifr thcHtatiite of I8(il, tniili-i-

which the royal insUtnUon was erected, and introdtn ing a more niniplf aruf

convenient machinery for tlie exercise of its jiowers; and authority was also
tiilten to sell siicii portioi's* of tlie real entatc lictineathed hy Mr. McGill an

tilt governors niiglit deem ndvinalilu, for a perpittial ground nnt, with pcr-
mission to mortgage the college property in security fora loan to theimionnt
of X3,0()0. Und-T the sanction of tliis law, sales have been effected of a
sufficient extent of the college lands to yield, when added to the former in-

come, a revenue of ijyoo. Application was also made to the legislature for

pecuniary aid, and the sum of £1,300 was granted; £1,000 to he applied
toward the payment of the debts of the college, and £300 to meet its annual
outlay. This sum, although far below what was necessary to place the in-

stitution in the position which the governors wished, was nevertheless of

great assistance in diminishing its liabilities near'y one-half. It also en-
abled them to make arrangements for avoiding imii^c-iiate pressure, and gave
an opportunity to begin the work of pro- idi.ig an efficient and liberal course
of instruction. U ith a view to that end, the statutes of tlu; university were
completely recast, in a manner to introduce a more simple administration,
and absolutely to do away with all religious tests and privileges.

In the year 1854, an urgent ai)peal was made to the provincial govern-
nient, setting forth at length strong grounds ot a claim for iihenil pecuniary
assistance. The memorml then presented shewed that the university could
not be organized and maintfsined upon any propc- footing of efficiency unless
a grant of at least £4,000 were made toward the reduction of its debts, and
£1,000 given annually, to aid hi defraying current exi)endituru. In the fol-

lowing year the application was renewed. The result was partially suecess-
T'ul. It is du. o the head of the government and gentlemen who composed
the provincial ministry at that time, to .say that a friendly interest was mani-
tested by them in our efit'orts, and every disposition shewn to extend to us r.il

the aid which circumstances permitted them to bestow. The suras receive^
were, however, very luich less than those specified, and they were inadequu.e
to the necessities of the institution, and the importance and magnitude of
the objects to be accomplished. The governors continued nevertheless to

advance the cour e originally determined upon, of modifying and enlarging
the system of eU.icaHon in the university, and they have gone on, until it

has attained a completeness for which thr<>e years ago they had scarcely dared
to hope.

As reorganized, under its amended charter, the university rests on
the broad basi- of British protestantism, without sectarianism ; and
endeavors to embrace within itself all the elements of a collegiate

and professional education, on the methods of the British universities,

but modified with especial reference to the condition and require-

ments of the people of Canada. ,,.„, ...„._.., ,.,„.,.^


