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l»y t'lc pr<'-<oiit avtii'lc us tlii\v li,tV(> I»(hm\ (Miiitlcil tn fiijov tli;it

wh'n^lj is iissimiKMl to tliciii l»v the trciitv of rtrcclit." Ilv tht!

'rroiitv of 17(!J, tlic Iflwrtii of tisirni«r in the (liilf of St. Tiiiwrciicc

is given to Fr.'ncli tiHlKM'iUi'ii on cimilititm of tlit'ii" cxci't-ising tlio

saiuo iit tho ilntdiwe of t/iri')' fa i;/iii',i from tiic shore*, iirnl tlici

Ti'oaty of Cti'('<'lit is immicwcmI iind coiitiniuMl us to tiio lilxM-ty on

tho coast of Xtnvfniindlaiid. Ai'tirh^ l.'{ of tho Treaty of Ttrorht.

signed in 171-'^, thus conchiih-s:

—

"\or HhM tho mo:<tCliriM(iim K\\\[x lii>< lioirs mid mcou-tsora or iiny of t!nir

HuhJoL'ts at liny tiino luMvuftor lay riaim to the said island (Nowt'onndland)

aad island**, or to any part of it i>r lla-ni. Mort'ovcr, it shall not be lawful

for the siihjt'cts of Kraiifi' to fortify any pliicc in the said island of Nowfonnd-
hvnd or to eri-ct anv l)nildin!;'s tluTc ln'sidcs sfau'es made of boards and huts

necessary and usual for dryin;;' of tisli. or to rcstn-t to the said island boyond
the time necessary for fishing; and drying; of tish. 15ut it shall he allovid to

the subjectH of France to catch tish and to dry them on laml in that part only

of the said island of Newfoundland which stntches from Cape lionavista to

the Xm'tliern point of the said islmd. and from thence rnnninij down by the

western side reaches as far as the jdace called Point Niche."

This Ti'oaty of Utroeht appeal's to he that l)y wliicli tlio lihorty

was first grunted to French tishei-uu'n. and it will ulso he seen that

in su!)se(inei\t Treuties very little change hu« heeii niude up to the

Treaty of 18')7; und uny reader of the article quoted will see that

it gives no i.'xelnsive right. The snecess which has invariably

attendcil the arms of Mngland in her wars with Franco lias given

this country a control in those waters that has always enabled

her to detend the rights of the colonists, ami it has been left to

the statesmen of this day to saeritiee those rights, which sacrifice

tho Minister has endeavoured to justify by the false statement

that the Froneh had previously exclusive ri<j:hts bv treaty to some
portions of the coast of Newfoundland. Hut there is further evi-

«lence that the act of the British Minister was not one of tho

cousequencios of whii-h he was ignorant. The Attorney-General

in the House of Assomltly (Newfoundhmd) speaking of this Treaty

of 18^)7 on February Oth of that year said. "This Treaty struck

the colony with no less astonislitncMit than it took the local legis-

lature by suri)rise. In 185.3 he and his colleagues had brought

the subject of the Frcncli /i(f;/iu'.s's'/(>n, and of tin; danger of further

concession, under the notice of tho Imperial (Jovernment. and t/ie

poinU ohJi'<'ted to then ivere the vei'i/ points they compromised and
eonreded hif this Trenfij."'

The examination of th(> various Treaties fails to establish the

poi ion assuuuul by tlio Minister as to tho rights of the French
on the coast of Newfoundland. Upon these there may have been

dispute; but there could be no dispute with respect to the Labra-

dor tishery. TIkm'o they had no rlnhn. By Treaty they were
forbidch'ii to fish (»n that coast. The .5th Article of tho Treaty
<<'

! ;<) ; i > "v 'liv'itict npni this point :
—" .\nd His Britannic


