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the rust of ages, and found far beneath the soil. Frag-

ments of woud dug from beneath the peat beds, bear the

evident marks of having been cut by an implement ofiron

not unlike our axe. We recently saw a copper axe, which
weighed, we should judge, over two pounds. Its cilge was
singularly tempered and polished, and worked not unliktt

an edge of steel. Its place for the insertion of a handle^

was made by the rolling over of the two outer rims, leav-

ing place for a helve at the point of insertion of the width

of a man^s hand. These monumentis, together with the

western medals, we refer to a class anterior to the found-

ers of the mounds, and much farther advanced in civiliza-

tion. To this era belong the remains of the ancient city,

of towers and temples, recently discovered in the Hercu-
laneumof the new world, in Peru.

The second era of American habitancy, is in the im-

mense stone Teocalli of Mexico, and the earthen mounds
discovered in every point of the valley, from lake Erie

and West Pennsylvania and Virginia, to the savannas of

Florida, and arising on the solitude of the western prairies

quite to the Rocky mountains. Whether the mass of them
was constructed tor fortifications, observatories, temples,

or tombs, is a matter of conjecture alone. That some of

them served the latter purpose, we have conclusive proof,

in their abounding in skeletons and human bones. They
show little art, though immense labor. Many ofthem are

of regular mathematical figures, parallelograms, ellipses,

sections of circles, showing the remains of gateways and
subterranean passages. Some of them, after the lapse of

ages, and with trees growing on them ofa date of500 ^ ears,

are still 70 or 80 feet high. A circumstance the most in-

explicoble of alUs, that these huge and rude erections are

generally of a soil not furnished by the ground in the im-

mediate vicinity, which at least is the general opinion, and
such is their aspect to us. Some are found on hills,

some on the fertile prairies; and they are generally most

frequent enrich alluvial grounds, near portages, between
long rivers, contiguous to fishing grounds and productive

hunting regions. They are most abundant at points where
it has been since most convenient to build the towns and
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