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Irt. Mr. Bancroft further cites (pa;;c 20) a pas.snge from a report of a speecli of

Sir Uobert Peel in the House of Commons:

—

"Tliosd wild iriiiciiiliri- (lie IimmI i loriihillnii (if ilmi cniiiilrv will iiihIi'IsImiiiI ihiii llml uhicli wt-

priipo.'fi'il in llii' ninliiiiiiiliuii III' th,. .|;ii|, |,iinilli| nl lalitiKlc lill jl slrikis llii' Sli-iiilsdl' I iini ; tlmt

tli:ll |i;llilllil slhiiiM iml lio ( liiiiinl IIM ii liiidinliu V ililuss Villlciiin ct'.s l-liiml, llills (li'lPlivillj; u<

cif a |iart nf ViniiMiilvcT's IsLllhl, lull llml till' liiiddli' 111' llii' .liaillirl .slinll l.i' I lie rillMIr li(iuililury, tllU«

loiriii'i ii.i ill jiimi-nsion iij' the irliii/c n/ r,iiiaiui-c/:i A/((/ii/, Willi i' [iial I j^lil Id lliu imvii,'iitin!i ,,{ tliu

Siruits."

Il can scarcely be seriously contended that, because Sir Robert Peel, describing in

a popular Wiiy the eU'eet of tiie Treaty, spoke of it as leaving us in p(isse>sion of the

wliiile of Vancouver's Islanil, this amounts to a declaratimi by him that the ell'ect of the

Treiily is to exclude us from any possession other tlian Vancouver's Island, although

lying uithin the future boumlary, which ho in the same breath speeilies accurately as the

middle of the ei;annel.

17. In connection with tlic rcferciu r to Sir Robert Peel's speech, Mr. rmncrot't

(page 20) says :—

".'^ii- liiilicrt I'lM'l (piiitnl fniiii n d :: iftlcli vliicli proved iliiit ]:u wii'i iiv.iiiv nf ilm tliri'ii dnys'

debiitc in the Aiiioriraii .Sfnalu mi lln; 'I icaty licfric itsnpin'ovul."

Here, as in some other parts of Mr. Haneroft's Memorial, it is dillicult to di.scovcr

the object of statements made by him. but not put into an argninenlative form. The
oliject of this statement would .seeni, from the context, to he to suggest that Sir Robert

Peel was at this time cognisant of the particulars of a, speeeh of Mr. Benton, a Senator of

the United States, made in the Senate (referred to just before by Mr. I'ancioft and to lie

particularly considered hereafter in this Statement). If this is the suggestion meant,

there are three answers to it :

—

(i.) The deliberation of the Senate, reported in Mr. Pakenbams despateii, read in

part by Sir Piobert Peel, was not the debate in which }[v. Benton's speech was made.

The des])ateh relates to the delibi'ration consetpuMit on the prelinuiiiuy Message of the

President, asking the advice of the Senate, not to the (leb.ite on the ratiiieation. It was

the latter debate in the course of which Mr. Benton's speeeli was made.

(ii.) Even if Jfr. Benton's speech had been spoken before Jlr. I'akenham's desjiatch,

and the fact had been mentioned therein, there would still he ni) force in Mr. Bancroft's

suggestion, inasmuch as the debates in the Senate were secret, and the injtiiu'tion of

Bccresy was not removed until after the date of the exchange of ratilications in

London.*

(iii.) The despatch of Mr, l*akenham (of which tl ^ part relating to this matter is

printed by Mr. Bancroft in the extract from Sir Robert Peel's speech in Apjiendix No. 46

to the Memorial) gives no information as to the name of any speaker, or the particulars

of any speech, in the Senate. It simply says:—

t

"After a few hours' d(ilil)erati(m on each nf llic lliroe days, Wednoadiiy, 'i'lniv.'^day, and Friday, the

Senato, liy a inajurity nl' ;i8 vutus to 12. .'dupti'd yi'stoiday evening a rosoluliou advising tlio President

to accept llic! terms proposed by tier Ji;\j> ty's Uovcrumeiit."

• Ratifications rxclmn ;eii, July 17. llcsoliition of Si'nate removing iiijiiiii'tion of sccresy, August 6. K.arliest

publication of Mr. Hciiton's speech known to Iler Majesty's Government, August i.9 (in Niles' Nilional

Ilegistcr, a weekly ncwspajier published at Ualtimore).

t Historiciil Note, p. xix.

Stnlriiifnl.


