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same tioie acquire a configgicg- diar t&e co-ordinate cultivation of all the bcnlties

is the right educatioo ; ttac lie: juitivation of one of them, to the undue ignoring

or depreciatii^ of titc mc i^ luseiuevous and wrong.

• f i< [Jxsj^ty to be Cultivated.

Now if what tia^ iissa. «Bit has any foundation in truth and reality, it is

certainly the divine wilJ at vncssX. imong the developments of the great outburst

of intellectual life, tlmsr inniireti war; ago, that in the progress of man s education

and improvement, his- iMAUN-^nnf* iiiould be supplied with fitting food.

What a gift—wiiata vums. mureorless^ in every man, is this which we call the

Imagination 1 Wiiec iiauliu saiv aj^teti up with a pure light, how iispiring, how
stimulating, how ausiiunujg Wvea. morbiii, and darkened by the darkness with

which hateful su^»ersiilitn»- lawc io dften succeeded in filling it, how demoralizing,

how debasing, how uimiainuuj; D«u:ing the centuries preceding the era of wLich

we have spoken, the Mirustt y.aws, tiie Moralities, the Dances of Death may hire

served, and doubtiess dii. ^Kmt.. n »me respects as biblia pauperum—rude instruc-

tors to the profoundly illiunrt n rhe absence of intelligent oral teaching ; l>ut

think what the cruel, iifc-iuisr ^jfecrs on the delicate phantasy of young children

and others, of some of tiatr mur hideous representations must have been ! We
see what their effect wij* in, iie minds of writers and painters, in the cheerless

pages of Dante, and tttt muunsn frescoes of the Campo Santo of Pisa.

f 7- Siatesaeive may train the Imagination.

Behold then here thtr fmman.—the predestined, d'vinely-intended function of

our great English ?u^. He JKts rhe Seer—the great imaginative Seer, for hi*

feliow-men. He adder ti--tie:r -iires "a precious seeing." All true poets are

seers, indeed, as we have aait ; hut he was so pre-eminently. His eyes were

opened as those of no irtiKr, <.) iiir is we know, have ever been to delicate and

subtle insights into thefirruK -lie 'issences, the inner being and motive of thinj;s,

while at the same time ht -jnstsiessed the power of fixing his visions—all h>eautifal,

natural, simple, truthfu.—n rnrris. fnr the recognition, the delight, the refinement

of less-gifted but B^Trnjatneut tnnits.—that is to say, of ALL minds, when the

opportunity is either gainer- \r ^-rtntefi.

While the great piiiit»rtaher Bacon wxs driving off from the fields of human
thought the tdola. ti)e si»;rrnii shapes which haunted them, hindering the free

progress of knowledge, liit rrt^.r Poer was bringing in his idyllia, his beautiful

forms, to he uossessions anr ny*; thr ever, no impediments, but rather furtherances

to every thing good and Itibu ilSbre IV.

)

Thus has nutrin«nr A\r tie Ln.igination in the modern civilized man been

provided,—nutrimem suti-n ni iis vant^;, helping forward his improvement, co-

operating with his deveimnnsii la every direction, purged, so far as may be, <rf

ithe taint of evil.

If the Imaginaliun *«» it --nnnnue a power, as it had always been, in the eievat-

.ing and refining of men, vune «ch new aliment was required ; for the great poems


