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Now, tlic r^ady verbal approval of the Finance >rinister, and his

Deputy, Mr. (Jourtney,—which is not denied—and 1 may say here nearly
all the negotiations and correspondence has l.een with .Mr. Courtney,—
would l>e accepted l>y most people as binding th.; Dominion in good faith
to alnde by it, but the subsequent action of the Dominion ( lovernment and
Its Finance Department, has ratified and continued that approval by i-e-

peated acts of concurri'iice and acquiescence.

The preparation of the accounts on this proposed plan was at once put
in progress by the Finance Minister. The date of the memo, it will be
observed was November, 18s2. \n dune following, enquiries commenced
to be made by the Treasurers of the Provinces as to when the accounts in
preparation would be ready. These enquiries were repeated fron) time to
time, and Mr. Courtney^s replies to them all clearly indicate that the accounts
could not l)e sent until submitted to and appi'oved of by the Financ.
Minister and the < 'jvernment.

Let nu; read you a fe^v as ,a sample. The full correspondence will be
found in the copy of these account, submitted to Parliament in 18Si.

On -JGrd June, 1883, 3Ir, Courtney writes Mr. Wurtele :~
" tn reply to that part of it askin- wIkmi the accounts will be ready fo)'

settlement between the two Provinces and the Dominion, [ l;a.ve the honour
to state that the accounts are now ),einL,^ sent to .he printer, and on their
return will be submitted to the Covernmrmt. I expect thev will await the
return of Sir Leonard Tillej fron, Kngland, and no doubt they will l>e

taken up in 8epteml)er next."

On ;)rd October, 1883, .Mr. Courtney a.gain writes Mv. Wurtele :

-

"I have the honour to nckuowle^lge the receipt of y.nn- hater of 1st
mst, respecting the accounts betw.-en the Provinces of Ontario and (Quebec
and the Dominion, and in reply thereto [ liavc to sav that the accounts are
only just finished, and as soon as -Sir Leonard Tilley r.^tnrns to Ottawa they
w.ll i.e snbn.itted to hi.n, and f will th.-n take steps that the subject will
have early consideration."'

Again on lL>th Xovend.er, 188:1, he writes to Quebec;—
" In .'epiy, I iH-r to say that the accounts so far as thev are ready have

been submitted to the >rinister of Finance, ami lam directed to 'inform


