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TEE COMNMEBERCOIAL,

If a caso of small pux is 1nentioned the whole
community ix alasrmed at oucoe and every
offort is mado to prevent the spread of the
contagion. The result 1s that small pox 18
almost an unknown trvuble here. Now why
could not this boe done with diphtheria 7 Wo
bolievo it could if tho same care were taken,
Many authoiities say that tho latter disease
is quite as dangerovs and loathiome as small
Ppox, yot the pruseance ot diphtheria secems to
cause no alarm. and if all reports are true,
the mostgrosscarelessness is shownonthe part
of many persons in neglecting to take pre-
canutions to provent the spread of this viralent
malady. People who are living in houses
where this disease may prevail, go to their
business or work as usual and even attond
church, sunday school and other public places.
A case caine under our own ocbsorvation last
fall of a youog girl then convalescing from an
attack of scarlet fever, who went for a ride
around tho belt line every afternoon, accom-
ranied by a relative, thus bringing the con-
tagion in contact with children of tender
years. Such criminal carelessness as this is
the cause of the spread of these maladies.
Such persons who cause the spread of disease
through their carelessness or selfishness, are
really responsible for the sickness and deaths
which they bring upon others. Persons who
go from houses where diphtheria or scarlet
fever prevails to attend church or public
moetings should be subjected to prosecution.
* « *

Brazil has refused to arbitrate with Groat
Britain in the matter of the disputed vwner-
ship of the island of Trinidad. Now will
president Clevoland just train his little gun
on Brazil and force that country to arbitrate

* « ¥ *

THERE is some grumbling about the heavy
costs incurred in winding up the affairs of the
Commercial Bank. The expenses do scem
out of proportion to the amount involved.
About 819,500 for salaries, $8,610 for legal
foes, and a salary of $6.000 per year for the
managing liquidator, with the advisory
liquidators at $1,500 per year each, does scom
like going it rather steep for winding upa
littlo local financial institution like the Com-
mercial Bank. Thers are mauny men on half
the salary who have the management of more

tmportant intorests.
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Rott White has at last been appointed
collecor of customs for Montreal, which
position it is understood he was promised two
yoars ago. The position has been vacant a
long time, owing to political reascns, and in
the meanwhilo the port has been in charge of
a deputy. Mr. White's appointment has
been made in the face of considerable oppo-
sition from Montres! business intercsts. Mon-
treal Contre a few days ago elected an oppo-
sition mambar Ly a bigmajurity, and probab-
1y on this account the government does not
care much now about the protests of the
business men, aftor thoy have eclected
an opposition candidate.
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A year ago it was estunated at Washington
that tho revenue for the coming year would
show adeficit of about $20,000,000. This esti-

mat has proved very far astray, as tho | residence. cotting forth that ho does not bo-

gross, 18 caloulated to increaso the rovenue

companies of $10

actual doficit in tho revenue of tho republic
has been about 88,000,000 por month, and is
atitl piling up at tho latter rate Sinco July
1 1891 the tota) deficit has amounted to
UK. The tariff bill now before con-

about $1V,000,000 por annum.  The republic-
ans, who are in the majority in tho legis-
lative budies, claim that the new tanff bill is
solely ono of expedioncy, to put a stop to the
deficits, and is not intonded to reprasant Re-
prablican policy in regurd to the tariff. This
bill will bo something of a bitter pill for Presi-
dent Clevoland to swallow, if indeed ho gives
his assent to it at; all,
*

Tiose interosted in the formativn of a
dairy exchange shonld not forget the meet-
ing to be held in the Winnipeg Grain x-
change building, on Thuarsday evening, Jan-
uary 9th, at 8 o'clock. At this meoting tho
matter will he fully disrussed, aad suiue Lo
of action will probably ba resolved upon, It
is understood that all interested in the mat-
ter aro welcomo to attend, without a formal
invitation, Tho rapid development of the
dairying industry in Manitoba has been one
of the moest remarkable features of the year
just closed, and tho time sesms opportuno for
the organization of a business association in
connection with thoindustry. Such an asso-
ciation, we boliove, will not only prove an
advantage to dealers, but will also be an
assistauce to the producers as well, It can be
made tho meauns of disseminating useful in-
formation among dealers and producers alike,
thus assisting in the development of the
dairying industry on proper lines. The in-
dustry is yet young in this country. There
is no doubt mudh to learn yeot in connaction
with the manufacturo and marketing of but-
ter and cheeso. In view of the vast import-
ance of this industry. everything which will
assist in establishing it on 8 praper basis
should boencouraged The Manitoba Dairy
Association has done a good work already.
The efforts of the Dominion and provincial
govornments have also beon amply rewarded,
by the marked improvemeat in the quality of
ourdairy products, as woll as in the large in-
crease in the quantity turned out last season.
Further assistance could undoubtedly be ren-
dered by the organizition of the proposed
business oxchange for the handling of deiry
goods. It is therefere hoped there will bo a
largo attendance of both dealers and manu-
facturers at the meeting on January 9.

Restricting Immigration.

Senator Ledge has introduced into the
United States senate a bill designed to restrict
immigration, whereby provision is made for
the oxclusion from admission to the United |
States of all persons between fourtcen and
sixty years of age who cannot both read and
write the English language or somo other lan-
uage. A similar bill has been introduced
mito the house of representatives by congress-
man Walker, while congressman Morse hus
introduced another bill tending to the same
end, which provides for a tax on steamship
head for evory immi-
gmnt they bring. A fourth bill isintrodaced
y cougressman Stono, providing that no
immigrant shall be admitted into the United
States unless he can show a certificato signed
by the United States consul nearest his last

fong toany of tho olasses excluded undorthe
torms of our immigration laws. The intro-
duction of these various monsures appears to
furnish strong indication of the fact that Con-
ﬁross is awaking to the fact that it will do no

arm to sift immigration stillmoro thorough-
ly thau has vet been done.— Bradstreet's,

Big Trees in Australia.

Tho big trees of California are said to bo
surpassed in hoight by oucalyptus treesin
Australia, which grow in the Victorin State
Forest, un the slopes of the mountains divid-
ing Gipps Land from the rest of tho colony
of Victoria, and also in tho mountain ranges
north of Cape Otway, says the National Car
and Locomotive Builder. There are only
four of the California trees known to be
above 800 feot high, the tallest being 825 feot,
and only abnut sixty have been measured
that exceed 200 feer . height. Bu%inthe
large tracts near the sources of the Watts
River, (a pnorthern branch of the Yarra-
Yarra, av the mouth of wh'ch Molbourne is
bailt, all the trees average irom 25V to 300
feot in height, mostly straight as an arrow
and with fow branches. Many fallen trees
naeasure 350 feot in longth, and one huge
specimen was discovored lately, which was
found, by actual measuroment with a tape,
to be 435 feot long from its roots to where the
trunk had been broken off by the fall, and at
that point it was three feot in diameter, so
that tho ontire trea could not have boen less
than 500 feot in total height. It was eight-
con feot in dismeter at five feot from the
grousd,
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The Hamilton, Oat., Iron & Stecl Company’s
blast furnace for smelting iron was lighted
for the first 4imo on Dacomber 81, in the pro-
senco of soveral hundred spectators.

Miller, Morse & Co., wholesalo hardware,
Winnipeg, are sending out & handsome hang-
er calender, issued by the Winchester Repeat-
ing Arms Company, for which goods they are
agents here.

Senator Sguire bas moved an amendment
to vho new turiff bill now before the United
States senate, fixing the duty on coal at 75
cents per tonin lieu of the presentdaty. An-
other senator has moved an amendment
increasing the duty on silver lead ore to one
and a half cents per pound and on pig lead to
two cents per pound.
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